
J IUlllllN 
• Contents 

as .. 

39 

40 

43 

45 

47' 
43, 44. 4S. 
48.49, 50 

:' '50·. 

51 

53 

C/o. ·Citl Museum, OUBent HoH,··arislol, .1. 
Vol 4 No. 2 Autumn, 19 71 .. 

• ·,-: • • • I • • t ·•• •• • 

Officers and Committee:. Membership . 

Editorial 

Mesolithic Finds in Gloucestershire, by H. s. Gracie 

The Parish Survey"Unit, by Miss E. Adams 

Associate Members 

On .Joining Things 

Notes and News . 

' ' 
·: ,_. "·, .. .''.1 -

Notices 

. ... :·,· 

Calendar of Forthcoming Courses, Meetings :Z. Lectures 

Ibis bulletin is issued in Spring, Autumn and December • 
-".l 



- 38 -

• BRISTOL ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH GROUP 

• OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 1971/2 

Chairman: Dr~ K. Branigan, Dept. of Classics, University of Bristol. 
Bristol BS8 lRJ 

Hon. Secretary: J. H. Drinkwater, 44 Oakdale Court, Downend, Bristol 
•• • BS16 6DU 

Hon~ Secretary for Associate Members: C. Brain, 53 Hillside Avenue, 
Kingswood, Bristol BS15 2BP 

Hon.. Treasurer: D. P. Dawson, The City Museum, Bristol B~8 lRL 

Hon. Editor {Bulletin): F. Neale, The Knoll, Winscombe Hill, Winscombe 
Somerset. 

Hon. Editor (Special Publications): N_ Thomas, The City Museum, 
Bristol :ass lRL 

Hon. Fieldwork Adviser: M. VI •. Ponsford, The City Museum, 
Bristol BSB lRL 

Hon. Auditor: R.:R. J. A .. Nesbitt,. 50 Ashleigh Avenue, Bridgwater 
Somerset. 

Committee: 

Elected: D. Sprague, 10 Manilla Road, Clifton, Bristol 8 (1970) 
A. Selway, 15 St. Martin's Road, Knowle, Bristol 4 (1971) 
R. Jackson, 52 Cote Park, Bristol 9 (1971) 

Ex Officio: P. J. Fowler, Dept. of Extra-:-Mural Studies, University of 
Bristol, Bristol BS8 lHR 

L. V. Grinsell, The City Museum, Bristol BS8 lRL 

ME lVIBERSHIP 

The Annual Subscription for the current year is: 

£1.. 00 for members aged 18 or over 
£1. 50 for husband and wife 
£0. 25 for Associate Members (aged under 18) 

The subscription is payable on 1st Januaryexcept for members paying by 
Bankers Standing Order. who pay on 1st March. Cheques and postal orders 
should be made payable to Bristol Archaeological Research Group, c/o 
The City Museum, Bristol BS8 lRL. 

1 

• 



i 

.. 

• EDITORIAL 

It is sad to have to open this· editorial 1::· recordfrlg that Leslie Grinsell 
has found it necessary to tender 'his resignation as Hon~ Editor of our · · 
Special Publications on a point of principle, but both he and. the office are 

,. I " ••• •. o •·. • 1 . 1 . · , 

too important to B. A. R. G. t6 admit of leas than first place. The Committee 
ac~~~f~i'~fa resignation· frptnJ:his post, which he has held since 'the • ' • •. 
est'aplishment of 'B.·A. R. G.; with the deepest regret. Hie1 superb professional 
experdiE! and· sh~er conqentraied hard ,,;ork have made the quality ot B. A.··R~ G 
Spe~f~l'R,u.1>Itp8;tion:~ s~mc~hing ~hat really is "sp·ecial". He \vorks , • • 
ceasele,ssly'·,vi~hin an,d \Vithout B~ A. R~ O~ fm ... its constant im.provement and·' ; 
publ!citf.r' 1'He, -Was· one of the piime-movers for its formatio:i :in 19G2, • arid 
coritin~e~: to b'e .ah ex off.ic'fo me:i;nbe,r of the Committee. Fortunately for us, 
-~~ .. this ;m:~~-Editor has al~a~y had cause to discove:i;~ • L~slie Grinsell's 
con'6ern for the wellbeing of local t1:1·chaeology and archaeolog~sts is such· 
tli~t ·~1,ie_se·.1as( two e.~pects ·of hi$ rclatio=.$hi:? with B .. A .. R~ G. : are • • • 
unshadowcd by the ·vrithdraw~l of the first. Ce1--tainly it will not change one 
whit B. A. R. G. member:;' high regard for.hi..."'n - or their trespasses on his 
time and patienc~ fer advice and opinionEJ. 

• • • ' •• I' 

The wori~ of the Editor of Sp.ecial Publications is important and onerous. 
for it is by the quality .of these publications that B. A. R. G. is judged by. other 
peopie·. Niqhola:i- '.thoma:1, . desp.ite· the heavy dema...11do of the Museium ltsi'elf; 
h~' ijgreed.to'b,f;:!cOm'Y.our neJ;t Editor. vV~ are thus fortunate to have· another 
~ighiY, pr~fe~e1ional archicpfogi~t. c.nd am:.Y~h.cr extremely well-lmown n.a --nc 
to presertt.B.A~ R. G. to th~ Y,orld in hcol;:l:.o;t forrn. But pcrhaps·\ve.shouldY:• 
alscftakEf ·i v.rrirrthig from th~s sitmi.ticn: thn:t the· privilege of havlilg a mong -
our orricer!3_ natipnal figt:j,•CS, '·peoi;~fo vihose tirne is already at;the bighesf·,, 
pre~1~ :. 'a.,~ B., A~ R. ·a,· hc1s· a ~~•.5.tJ::::~~ta!.·:.rable ~unib?r of such people·~r1-
its committee:.c.nd memb~rship lists· - 'h:niat' b'e earned by the·rast·bf us being 
willing'to'·contt--iliute .. mor'e·: in 'ti.."'!let i...'1. ·off'Cring services; ·in doing .. the '. 
'donkey work' that in turn znc.bleo uc-; to i::;ee c:t~.'.'l learn from the experienced 
expert at work. The wider the circle::1 by ,mi.ch non-professional members 
can be drawn i...~to involvement fr1 the workf.!1.gs of the Gro1:p, the healthier 
B. A. R. G. wUl be. 

Captain Gracie, recent p~st President of Brfatol & Gloucestershire 
Archaeological Society, has over forty yen.rs' axperience of collecting flints 
in Gloucester~hire. He has written u5 an a:r.."Ucle - ·the first we have had for 
some l_ong time on prehisto17 b"'. Gloucestershire - which poses a most 
inte·resting archaeological problem: the pinpointing of the boundary betw,~en 
two cultures/ right -in B. 'A. R. G. 's region. Surely this is the kind of challenge 
which B. A. R. G. could take up, whether within the P. s. U. scheme or with'. 
specially intereated teams? Anyone with ideas on this should obviously 
contact our Secretary and Captain Gracie. 

For indoor work this winter, Mike Pon!Zford and David Dawson remind 
members that their Finds Processing Group {p. 48) welcome all B. A. R. G. 
members, and not just Associates. 



MESOLITHIC FINDS IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
by H. S. Gracie 

Up till the 1920s, this period was regarded as notml'.lg more than a 
transition from the Palaeolithic to the Neoiithic. It was referred to variously 
as Epi-Palaeolithic or Proto-Neolithic, but cultures·were turning up allover; 
Europe' that ·could not reasonably be :r,laced in .either period. VVe now knqw , 
that some -four millennia occurred between the; great climatic change a~ the ... , 
end of the .. Pleistocene and· the introduction of agriciuture into _this-country. :.. ': 
The ·changing climate caus-ed forests to extend over. {h!3 whqle con~inent-. and·,•.'. 
forced man-to adapt himself to an .. entirely ne.w economy;· ·.·,., .-.. :. 

I l" • ' . . • •. .. • • : • • • • . . . ~- ;_ .. , , l :,I' .. .i . ·,, ; i 

r·· ., . As .the climate ameliorated,· a number of .differing industries ~ev~iop~9-:,, ., 
in Europe to cope with the. advancing forests. • The most impqrtant_qf:thes.~,.-., 
for. .southern Britain were the Sauveterrean apd _the Maglemosean. :'r.l+~_r;et !'.:!~-~ 

were oth~rs, but they are unlikely to have reached our county. _--.), .::: ;-;q. 

The Sauveterreans have been· studied in France. They preferred to ~i:V~: 
in well-dra:ined·and well-watered areas where the forest was more 19pen and. 
small game mor~ el;).sily hunted. Their flint industry compris~d, in addit~on 
to the essential scrapers,· various forms of microliths - obliquely blunted . : , 
points,. sub-triangles or trapezoids and crescents - for use in composite . : • . 

. - ~ -
tools. The making of the small obliquely blunted points was. facilitated by a;! 
new technique peculiar to the mesolithic period. A semicircular notch was • 
chipped· in .the $ide of a blade and one end snapped off, leaving the. point clmost 
rea:dy for- use. The d~scarded end was left with part of the notch and_ the,.snfl,p 
facet at an· angle to it, thus h~ving all the features of a minute engravu:ig,.~0.91.~ 
It is called .a micro-burin or micro-:grq.ver, but was far too small tq be., tl~~a·, 

as such. Its importance to the field-worker _is that it shows that mic~oii~_hs_ 
were made nearby. _ ,•,,i . ·1 

The Maglemoseans are sometimes called the Forest Follt. 'rhey c~we,, , 
from t~e- Baltic area where they lived on river banks and by the lalF0-~.q9r,es. -, 

. .. ,.., .. '•:· 
,• • • ~ ,! : 

......... ! ... 

Some clearing,of und_ergrov-vth and cutting down of saplings was neces~~y._ .s~ 
they . .-developed a primitive flint axe. This wao not ground and polishec'r_lµt~ 
the later neolithic examples, but was sharpened by striking off a large fiake 

' ...... • .. 
across .the tool at Jm acute angle. This removed the old wor~-out cuUiJ].g-r;,a. 
edge and left' a fresh one. The axe was shortened by each sharpening; :but • 
could be used until it was less than three inches long. It is known as the·. • 
Tranchet Axe. The Forest Follc also h~d an extensive series of bone and 
antler. :jmplements such as harpoons and arrowheads. The barbs co.1:1J:d,,pe_,·, 

, carved in the bone itself or made by letting microlithic points into: g_~O:ON~.~•,·: 
~ ...... , t ,.,, •'• .. 

• •,.. II -.., 

-~. . . 
11 ,j_ \ • •• .!. •• · . 
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For working in bone an engraving tool or burin was required. These are 
plentiful but much larger and more robust than the microburin. The 
geometric shapes, triangular, trapezoidal and crescentic, are scarce if 
not altogether absent. 

While this island was part d' the continental mainland, the peoples 
using these two fadustries.were able to walk across what ar·e now the North 
Sea and English Channel .:: the Forest Folk to our eastern shores and up the 
rivers, arid the Sauveterreans to what is now the south coast, whence they 
spread to the sp·arsely forested uplands. However; soon after they had 
become established, the \Yat•~r overflowed the North Sea and broke through 
the Channel, cutting us off from the continent. There is little evidence of 
the later continental developments coming over. The land routes being now 
closed, the immigrants, left ,~o themselvea, seem to have lived side by 
side in harmony, eventually sharing their culture and developing new tools -
the Thames pick, which is a very long and narrow tranchet axe, and the_ • • 
Horsham pe>int, which is an obliquely blunted point with blunting at the base~ 
The combined industry is named after Horsham, the district where it was 
first studied. 

In 1932 J. G. D. Clark brought together in one book all that was. knovm 
about the period in Britain. Since then many archaeologists have beep. 
fascinated by it and have made considerable advances ·in our knowledge. 
In 1969 the C. B. A. began to compile an inventory of all known mesolithic 
sites in the country. Glonc"3tershire yielded only 41 sites, all surface 
finds, and many of them consisting of single microliths. The _major 
collections are from Tog Hill, near Marshfield (Sykes) and Mid-Gloucester­
shire {Gracie and V/itchcll). The lacl:: of sites is not due to any scarcity of 
material but largely becauoe th~ old collectors d:i.d not know of microliths 
and so did not pick up such tiny flints for closer examination. Flinting aloo 
seems to be less popular now, though it can be very rewarding exercise. 

The more prolific sites in Mid-Gloucestershire yield qt:antities of 
obliquely blunted pointG, blades with battered backs, crescents and sub­
triangles, with a few burino, micro-burina and Horsham points. The 
geometric forms ~omprise some 30-35 per cent of the microliths. This 
suggests that the occupation was in the mair;. Sauveterrean. However. _the 
presence of a few burins, micro-b:urins and HorGham points shows that 
there was some influence from Horsham. Since all the finds are from the 
surface we cannot separate tl,lem stratigraphic'.llly into periods of time. It 
seems that both the Sauveterrea., and Horsham cultures are represented, 
with some King Arthur's Cave material, a.11 loat on the same fields but at 
different times. Mixed up with. them are large quantities of neolithic and 
Bronze Age material. • 
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• ·,:,-., In South Glouceste:i:-:,bire fo.e proportio:.i.s 2.re quite different. On~y. 
3 per ~ent. of the microliths o.re geomatri.c, and burins· are commo~. 
This,:.£'ugg<,;sts that th3 T'Jt•: Hill s~-:c ·,vus 5.n ·the Iviac'lemqne h~adiUon. It 
ties ·in .better with tho S8mer.:: at 2.nd Wilt[:h;.:::-c_ finds ··~hi:. ·Nit}:l those fron.1 
further north. , . · · • , .. :· .-

.. 
With the smaD. .!m.o .. mt ·cf mator:i.al availaI:~.e it is at present 'imp<.,G_siµi.9: .· 

to rea<;h any rA·m co::::ic~.ur1rtons abou: v:~at. hapr;zncd. in Glouceatcr:;hire. ·rt 
has been Duggented that we l:.~ve ('n the hil.ls a Sauveterreffif ·n.1duatry 
from thr~ south- ac~ocs the th0n n.-:.;n-e:xi::rten~; Ch8.!l:!J.Ol. , • ~t the same time. 
the Maglem.o8tjan • ca_-rn c t.:l) t!10 Thames and down t!18 Avcn to pop1;1J2.te sq;.._'.th_ . 
Gloucestcrshi:ce._ Then_ tb~ Horsha::n cuJ.ture bfil1:rated :from the south-

- 4 ' • • 

east. Confh•mnt.:on, or oth(\r'.vise, mt'.Ct. ·,vai+. until eome, ci1ipp1&'1.g floor::-: . 
have b0e11 fcunc(""-nd excnvate,d. Jn the meantime much can be iearned frorr1 
surface findo. , In .r,articulc.r,. the area between T0g Fill end •retbury, 
easily acccsstbl8 tq B. A. :tl. G. i-Y1cmbers, sho~ld provide a wealth ol 
informafi.on. •Afoa, the m C'.:ps of thG Severi: vn.1!.cy a.nd Fore ct of Dean D.J;'C) .. 

almost b·are. 

'Flin~.:ing' eivec an admirable introd-:1ction to the f.ltudy of prehi.:;tory,. 
and it' is surpria:...,i ho·;, many of our leadin[; przhistorian::, started in. thic 
way. One can pick t::p a bagf 1.1l of flints in nn afternoon and ::::pend n. happy 

• • • - ' • • t· 'rh ' • • t • ~ • 1 • • h ,. b • evening ...-,~cnmg a,r.u :::: ~uo.yJ.nJ ne1n. ey Gn0°.v ~J? o•?.r.:, 1n no~e1□ ·, f,:.~ 12.v2 • 

been: ploug!."'Cd and t:1e!: f:,:octed 01· ·:re}.l rab:1•~d or;. I hr~\;e -yet to :!.':nq a-

field on the Cotswolds that doe;J not yi0.ld pbnt:;' of flint, all impo~t8d- i?~' 
man Sr·~--··y .,..·. '..,,.,,. ~ ·..-.11 '1"1"'Y' 1' <"' 8. rrood ,,-,o--,,. c- ·u'• "'n r-ne h~"" "'Or 1"0 d 01•-'-• ,. ,.:.,t, 1- '\.,.-..:,..:,· u 1 ,.J J.... ·1..,. r ~-> C..' ·-. 1• {,..~_;:)\,; \y,L..,C •->• V.t, o ... l.C -. .:..:.:• 

one!s ovm cearc!1.tech!1io'l.10. :::t iil c3o~ntiaJ.. of cou:cse. :c obt2<.ir. the . .. , . 
farmer 1:1° pern::d.z;,dun fi::ct. 

Sho·:ct B~'.b Ho~i:...,-o•..-·r• • 
--~~~~•fi-.:~';~ ... ~~~, i~11'·~ ,;...r:1·~ !,..~ ·~• i - .,.-."-;."='~in_,~,.?'' 'i,' .•. !'·: ··: ~;, · J. G.D. c~.c.,.T .. {:, .J. .. e . .c: . .l.f.,.; J.-t ..... c A~e .n J::Ll-,• , .... \J.,)..,,2J 

•• : : ; ; : __ • ' • i '.'\ -1··r.1•f:~r· c· :-J. •• J.'-l'h~'. "in;d-~is❖ .,,.,y- .1'.l·J.••n~:::-;.-1~1--"' C...,mb' ,,.·:;~; U(' ~ 1•/;1' ~~-p·, enlir-d"··: 
,.'"1.,. '1/_l_\_.;. y .,_ __ •~ .,. \.0, 1.·.a... '--..,.!...L \, ,,, f,,,.:,._ .Ir. ..L, ~"°' .._.i • 1,._1.,_ __ , .-. . ,, 

...,-1d ot11~·1• r·,dup'--,.,.;e" o-,~ Sa,,~r"'+er.,..,,..,.,ean 'ti .r-~in1''f1·e' r, • fn T- 1..-..1,..,:,i;y;;,•• c:.J. .• '"",J,., --- _.t,.,_,... hl -- ..... ,.,l..,J -'--'- .. c: .J:."1,.-J.,..., ~ i.> - _J_L- "'Cl.--•' 

Proceedings of J~he Prehis:0ric Society XXI (1955) 
c. M. Syi{eG, 'A Flint Chipping-Site ·on Tc:;· Hill;ne·;;;;·t:'.i:a:--shfield', 

Tr::n~s:!.ct5oari of the Bristol & Glonces·~er.-:hi.re Arch~cologicaJ. -·•-. ·----~--- ·--------..----- .... ·--•-~--------....::--..--
Sociaty, 81 (l!J65) • 

F:r. s. Gr---, c1·e, . 'M-~o~!i·':hir. 01~uce"'tCr"'l1i1"'' •1n-,..,n,.ac•!;ir.n"'· o·; i-•~e B·•ic-~·ol J. '""" _ .:., ·--l~--·........ _u ..:> ~ •••• '-' ) -~~-?.---•·- --.J~ J •• 1.,.a.1 .... --.!..:::::..;.. __ 

' 

• {IL G}.cuceotersh~E-~.~rs_~~!ogkal So~_i'.3t:,y 89 (1970) • 
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, · THE l\lIESOLITHIG. SURVEY 

• The, 'J\f!esolit}:lic ~urvey. of which Capt~in Graci~ 1~ r·ece~t ·work in 
Gloupef!_ter_shire forms, a p~rt, has been instituted ·and carri~d out by .. 
the C. B. A. as the direct successor to the Palaeolithic Gazeteer .. The· 
response to this n_ati~nal survey has been even better ~han ~~s lloped; 
and.d~~ails of publication. probably in 1972-3, are under discussion. • 

,, • ,j • 

The work of covering this region has been shared between. Capt'a_in 
Gracie in GloucEJstershire_. ~d C. M. Sykes in Somerset. An:v,one wpo 
knows of me_sol~thi9 material or fm~dspots whjch they t~ink may pave • 
been qy~rlook~d, sllould .contact th~ appropriate surveyor/ or ~9-7 Ho~. 
Secretary- of .tn.e C.:B. A,. Peter Fowler (Departrnent of Extra-Mural' 
Studies, 30/32 Tyndall's Park Road,· Bristol BS8 !HR) as .quibkly as 
possible. , . o1 

.. J 

... ;~~fi(' J!.• t~ ,-•*. -. .. ' 't ; ; # • 

h;:· :~::I ··•i '\.:-::_·_. :_;· __ ··-,cT.· 'HE_,. -.l?·_·i ... RISH SURVEY UNrr',) •' -: ~·: •• :,_r_,/'..~:J./ __________________ : .. ~ ··~ J!:·1·: .. r··.,;1:·") ·'o~r 

,,,,i::J· ;·: ., .," .. ,:. by ~lizabe~h Adams .,,. _ :, . ,.i'?.~ .. ,_. ,.-,.: 

• i '.. • • • ; • ; ; .• • . . • . i. i • : • • • r : r ,, . ~ l ,· • .··, , t t. 
.; U In-tl:>-e.:Spring .issue ~f.the Bulletin we record~4 tpe s~t~mgyi::f9t~;, • 

the Parish Survey Unit groups. Work on sifting and recor9;ing,_ • ;::i:'.• ~. 
docwnentary evidence has continued quietly among the groups through-
out .the ,summer., ,thq-1,1gh_ .the prior claims of 'A' Lev~~s,. other examinations 
.and holidays. havej.p,_ev~ta.bly had thei::.1 ~ffect. Mr~t,lf~r Bear_e~ iH1 , ..... 
par,ticular, has be~n_preasbg ahead with her_ impq~tant cont;ribuU:9~.?.f 

:,iO0V.~ring national j<;>U;rq.als apd other com~ined sour,ces, fq~. all the forty 
parishes now,oeing surveyed.. No,w that .the ho~~~{~Y•:~,eaf3.on· is ov~r, we 
can again bring groups together to revie,v progress,. with -~ vie,w to ! 1 
getting out in the field.with the autumn. • ,, .. ,·; :, ~ •; 

P, S. U. members ·:7iU hav_e .been.nqtJfied of arrangements for an 
important meeting to discuss the proj2ct and methods (see page 44). Any 
other B. A. R. G. member, not at pre5;ent ~n a group, w:ho now wishes to 
take an active part in the project, .. incJ.tidin[fthcrse· who have already 
givetii the.it'., names as voltmtec:"s for fieldwork-o~ly,,..~ill -b~: ,Y(.~lcome but 
are _:asked to notify:me jn,._ advance, (95A, Whitel~tj~~~,Ro~~~ J:}ri.st.Q,~ ~S8 

• ,-.,. ,·•2NT·. tel. 30010, ev,~nj.ngs). -it is also hoped shqr~ly)to. a1:'°F~:iw.e ~-\ ·,.. 
.,:_.>;practical fieldwork day, b:u.._t :Participation must J:?.;ecessarUy·_be lim_ited 

to those willing to: :uride.if'~e ''.extended fieldwork. in. one. o( the parishes 
} ·now under investigation. . , . i • : . : ,; . • , •• • • 

., ,•,j-,,. _Parishes no~~ haµd are shown b'elow, togeth~~ with\ne·n~es of 
,., •• Group liaison.' members. · · .- ·• '·' ·.: '._) •· •• , ··:::· .. : ' .,: ' 

1) _·_}!anham Abbots, Kmiiswoc,d, • ~angotsfield, Oldland, • .'and Siston ! (; 
"~ • ; (Mrs. J. Popnlewell)' ••• • ' · · · · • ·: • -·· . :,, ;. 

• ~ r . 

• •• ~ .• • ·; ( : .. l .• \. .,. ,, 
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2) Hackwell, Brockley, Flru,c Bourton~ and Nailsea; Easton and 
Weston-in-Gordano,·:. North.Weston, Portishead, Portbury and 
Tickenham (Mr. J. Pullan and Com1r1a.nder-a;·D: Powell) 

3) ··compton Dand◊::.~d I(eyiisham (Mrs. P. Belsey andJVIr. P. J . 
• ; ''.T,aylor)" __ : • , . _'.··<·>· •.• . . : .... ·.·., .• · . .' ... :. · .. 

4) : Banwell, Christ.o.n/ Hutto_n and ;~09king (Mrs.• R. L. Clarke) • 
5) -··.··Alvestoh,·'01ve~tori and Thornbµry (Mr .. L. ·i;,iinton repr.esenfiµg 
. •. the-Th9riibur'y Gr9up) • ' : · · . • • . • • ••• 
6) . Hall~m. · Redwick ·and 'Northwick (Mrs. A.· .Tyrrell) • 
7) ·' Almondsbury, Patchway imd Stoke Gifford (Mr. H. Alpass}• 
8)' . Cold Ashtqp., Dyrham arid Hinfo.n, Doynton, Wick and Abson, 

Kelston, µllQ North Stoke' '(Mr. M. Forrest, representing 
St. Mathia1:1·• Group} ; • • 

9. M_arshfield (Mr. and Mrs. R.- W. Knight) 
10. Clevedon (Mrs. P. Legg) 

Although it was convenient to deµl with all these parishes at once 
for documentary purposes, it may well be that we shall have to tackle 
one or two at a time when it comes to fieldwork. Much depends upon 
the numbers, enthusiasm and experience of fieldworkers. More 
volunteers will soon be needed, so· please send in your names, stating 
which of the above parishes you can help with. 

Vie are anxious to obtain the co-operation, and indeed the partner­
ship, . of ot_her Societies and individuals who are carrying out their own 
work.in the area, in order to exchange information. The Thornbury. , 
and St. Mat.thias College groups are joining with us in this way; and one 

. notable example of willing assistance has been the receipt of a list of 
almost eighty sites from Mr. Gray Usher and the North Somerset 
Research. Group, to whom we are most grateful. 

• • P. S~ U, :· 9th OCTOBER 

,. .·Parjsh.Survey_Unit group members ·c.ill nave been notified of the 
.i;;.,_:impor,tan.t oppo:r~ut_1ity .o.p.::::1to them, to participate in the Somerset 
·,. Archa~ologi9al-So~iety's Affiliated Societies Meeting, and hear J:>rofessor 

Charles'.Thpma~•s address .on Parish Check-lists. This will be preceded, 
for P:. s. U. members, by a special discussion session with Professor 
Thoma$ anc;l :peter Shepp~rd, originat<;>rs of the scheme in Cornwall, at 
2.15 p~·m. in the Schools Room. • , • 

. --' • The Thornbury Group has been enterprising in obtaining the services 
or: Mike Ponsford, to give ·a cours'e specifically including particular . 
reference to the compilation of parish checklists (see Calendar, 4th.:''. 
November). Other. P. S.· ti. m~mbers may like to note this. • .• •. :,.: ; , 

~ ·,•·' ~': 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

,, .puring ~he S~mmer seas(?n i:µany Ass~ciates ,h~v~ ~e:ep ~orking 
hard: ;in pursuing tii~ir archaeolog~ca~ interests.; Several.have been 
excavating on the 1:,.emple 'site. a.Q.d others have attended residential 
excavations~., Wfth .tlie.'Scouts, locaj. s,cb.001$.,: ,'o~. otherwise.,, Asso,ciates 

(.- :·,. , -~ ; • .. : t • ': ; l: ! ! i.' • t .) l, ~ ~.i -~ . ~ j, • .• ... ; ,:j, • 1 . ~..,; ___ 1 _1 -~~ ..... : 1 .; •• '. I, ... .:.. •.., , .... L • • 
9 

,. ,. 

-;-9~';"~ -v;i,~~~d ar~ij~~ol~~r1cal mop~~rt;5:,j~ .. Gor;n~¥1~ (?n t~¥, ~~ ~1 ~~ps,. 
the "l3recon Beacon's and Blac~ Mo,witail;l.~r: , .. Th~ . v~~J~tY _,_c;>t~~~.i~~-ti~sl -i~ 
mirrored by the three contributions ·below: • 

••~ ~ , ,•. • ~• 
1 

• 
0

; l 
1

,,. .~ ,/ , ,'I:.~, C • • , •• : • ., ,\ I !' ' ,,;·;!•'• _: 

.W:~~
1
i:1.J w,as _asked_.by ·my cRlfE\!~J~tJ.e Christo;pher ~ra.i;n,_to go pn ~ii 

arc~~9logiclµ c;lig, ~ wa~, • to say the .lea~~. pessin_listic_ . .:-T.¥s _w~~,que 
to the fact that, whUe. l tiad· pf ~ourse h·ea,rd of the Romans. ancl:.AJici~nt 
B~it:~ns~ i ha~e ·~ever ha.ct' the slightest interest in archae~logy· or in. ':: 
digging. But I was persuaded, and arrived on the site at Barnsley Park 
after:being very, :well received by the organisers and by my future 
colleagues. It is indeed wonderful and interesting work, and I seemed 
to get the archaeological ''bug" the very tir.,st~day~~ .. :tMy.:.dis.cO.~¢ries..:~: ... _. 
were quite good, for over the week I discovered two walls and. many 
small ipots ·-and·bone fragments~- I learnt many different: things· ~out 
excavations; :and·I must cbtifess· I enjoyed myself. lt' should·alsb!be .. 
realised,that I'was required;;':for my Gold Duke of Edinburgh's AWarcf 
log-bo@k,,~to do a week's residential-course - so what:better·'wh)f 1i 1,:•l•. 
leB.l'nt-;a lot, :made new·friends/• and I am now writmk·tcfB;A. R~ :or· ·I 
hope.to return ·next yt-~r. JFor,.ra,: complete beginner -to ar'chae'ology, 'and 
a.s.tranger.:to,:.the world of the,archaeologist~- I feei-I-am· ndt doing too 
badly.,:· I must offer my sincere thanks to all-the people ·who' arranged 
this .dig, f.or opening a new door: in my life. · F~ 'riow 'interested: 1in the 
building side of archaeology, perhaps because:'l'am: a builder:ra··so?L. , ; 
I can recommendr.:digs and ar·chaeology to a.tly youh!fperson 'iike myself 
bec:ause 'l know:.for certa:iii of two other pedple iiow· interested '1fke•:me· • 
irr~ar.chaeelogy. I mn · a mere ainateur~· ,.r.J .: , • • :~;..r.;:,:-:v .,,c,; '· 

9!.iol::..: J,:::: -~..-· .,_.·. :.J. .• , : .. ... :·.:·st'epb:en GreeJ:L! ,. 
' • .. '· .', .. · .. l·.: ~ .... · ·,·, .. ~i ..,_ . ,·.·• •.·.~c· . ·" . .._·-=-•,!:; i .~, · 1, :, • .•. ~J~~ ,·,,;.)~'\J ,t ~ --.J 

BA;;:R. ::G~ • Associates:! cWalk on the <Mendips 
. .. .~ .... 
•' .j i 

I • : • ~ • : I ' 

i; • On Sunday 1st -August ssven B. A. R. G. Associate;members took'li, • 
part in-an·''archaeological stroll" across High Mendip.: First pbinfof 
interest w~s J?olebury Warren, an impressive Iron Age hill-fort near 
Churchill, ·displaying a formidable set of ramparts. Proceeding 
eastward~ the ,~oup a:r~_ir~cl a~ Read's Caver_~ •. a ,cay.~, ~w~]Ji.P.g1,9~.:_1 

prehist~ric man_ sµ~9mit 1Erd by a. s~e,~~-cl~~ and. f ~d by: a s,~~ ~~P.~~ 
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Next followed a trek through the ferns below Black Down, during 
which the pot-holing enthusiasts among the group were able to visit 
Drunkard's Hole, Bos Swallet and Rod's Pot. Arriving at B~acon 
Batch Tumuli at midday, the group rested for lunch, and after inspecting 
the Bronze Age cemetery, proceeded south to the Roman amphitheatre 
and lead-mining settlement above C~~~e!house. 

Strictly non-archaeological was the short vis.it to a geologically 
interesting area around Velvet- Bottom containing many interesting 
features typical _of the Carboniferous Limestone rock of which much of 
Mendip is composed. Several shallow pot-holes were investigated by 
the 'group, who had unfortunately- forgotten an essential commodity: 
torches. As time was pressing, the group made its way via Velvet· 
Bottom towards Cheddar where the Cheddar-Bristol bus was awaiting 
them. • •• • 

• l ...... , • Michael Tuttiett . ........... .... .. ... - . 

The Penwith Area ,of ,·cornwhll ._ . 

lletween Landls End and Penzance.lie some:of the best Cqr.nish,: .. ·--:·. 
antiquities·. ,One ·qan:begin at ,chysauster Village, Madron and: t~av,el ... 
anticlbckwise:•m an imaginary circle, -finishing.at Boleigh.fogou,:· :to.-·< 
take d.nr:mcist ·of the important ones. Chysauster is· an Iron Ag~ and..,; 
Romano-British village including a fogou. Further around the circle • .. 
lies Mulfra Quoit, one of the many Cornish quoits or burial chambers. 
Next is :the '.Men-an-T.ol;. which is an alignment of: three, stonei; witl;l :.a- . 
large .iioie:iii .tiie··centre .. one~··. ·Nearby is. Men· Scryf a,. wliicff Iifa~$.foiie.: ~T 
bearing a Latin inscription. Also nearby is Lanyon Quoit~ ·the· be·st •• - .. 
lmown· of 'the :Cornish quoits. . ·westwards. are Chun. Castle and c:n,un 
Quoit,, the if Orm er.· being a fine Iron Age hill-fort. Travell.iI:lg s.olltb,, L: ·, . 
to,Sancr-eed, is· Carn :Euny Village: and ,fogou, the fogou being;_esp_e~ially.; 
good~! Ne~y is,Brane: or-ChapelEuny round barrow., J:ust·sputhw~st, 
.af.the1$el'is·Boscawen-un:Stone 8ircle, on~ of the,l)e:st. Corn.i,sq s~on,_~,~ .. : •. 
circles~r:.1;A:couple, of ·miles· south lie.s the Merry ·Maidens, .anotller 4;itcme 
cir.·cle•'.Ul e:x.-cellent, condition,·,with nineteen ;standing stones. .Gl<>~~ 1:Jy 
is Boleigh fogou, on private-land, but .permission .c~; b~-optairi~cf ~i:ih~ 
house:,,:despitei.w.hat,it ·says .on the gate. This brie(list dQes no~,µiclµcie 
all the·imtiquities, but I hppe .the.·route is not too difncult•tp follow .... 

• : • ,:: •• :L ' • • · ',.,..... • • i Richard Burridge: ·•. 
,•;~~ ·.·' . :.~-::i. ......... ::·' ,.! . ,,-.,: '_.[~_;.: ,.. .: : ~ ·; ·~.; _i. . 

' ;Perso~~y,· having taken ii~~H-Jhill. the· abo~e activities, I can ' ' '.. 
confirm"the co~tribut'~rs·• ~iitHu:ifasn1:1'¥br their subjects: ' , ' ,· • • 

.1:·;;: ;;·,,,-_.,,.,,i,·; .... ·.·,.. ·.: ;:U!.::.:ri •.'.L)lCf..::L.o~; ·i.,•· .• ·._'¢hr .. 'is.t .. ~.phe_:r .. ·,:s .. r_·.a.·in. .... :..-.. 
c,,:;-i ~~!; (·-~ ~ 1t, • •. ·-•• f rr •.• ) T ·-~'::..::~~.:?I~:::~~:~ :, ' 
!)t)~)f!1.-:'"':'~: .. , •• , • .. .. ,.{-:. .. ·:•·~~. /J Lt:· ,,.J·! -:).tt!f:II'. <•r; i ··--·: ' ... :~~:l~ f •••• r·( .. -·.~ 

~idJ 1.u. h.~~:\.: .. ·-·;. _ _:; ... :: ·:-· • , .. :_l~ :! . ·J°J.:.l. 'lt·:·.t. ni. d_:\ ,1. .. l'~ ·.:1.;j:11 ... r::..:- 1</i ,;._.:~: :-.t~·-
•• ~ \·i.:'i~•-,:, 'i.'} ~::°', I ' f • 

.'. ·,t.· ...•..... ,-.,. ,.,•{:.:, ... ,; .. •.: .'.: :~,~~.: ... , .. :•::r,,~.'::::·.: : .. -::1~;::~c~::.:.,:'{.~",~•.:, ::)f:.~·/'Y::_..;:n:,::-:/.t~: . .<:~)~_:-~/'.: 

. 
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTRA-MURAL STUDIES, UNIVERSITY 
OF BRISTOL 

The new address of the Department is 30/32 Tyndall's Park Road, 
BristoL Post code BS8 lHR and telephone Bristol 24161 are unchanged. 

ON JOINING THINGS ' 
(with apologies,to-Evo-Stik) 

Recent questionings of the purpose and organisation of archaeology. 
national and local, have been heard against a rumbling background of 
discontent c1hout the role of the county archaeological societies, ranging 
in.expression from..,a polit~. "!ailu~to adapt" (Bulletin. ;3. 9, 233} to more 
explosiv~. comments about "moribund . . . upper middl.~. cl~ss Victo_rian 
.slumbers" (sam.~ author, Current Archaeology ,23, 345).~_The st,re~gt!J.· and 
justific~tion of this disconte~t v_aries ~ .different parls-:9f·the co~try as 
wide_ly .a~ do the, county societies thenis'elves. ,···. rl ' , • 

. ' '.. . ~. 
But county arch~eological societies are no nio,re; ;and no less, than the 

people who belong to them. This basic fact seems to get overlooked in 
a trendy desire to sweep all away and start again from scratch. If an 
attitude of "Them !land "Us'! of Antiquarianism verst'!-s Proper· Archaeology., 
of county versus ·r~gional research group, even (qreadful thought) of. 
publishing versus excavation societieE; as if the two :were not esa.ehtial 
complements, exists - could .it be due;' not to some mysterious inherent 
character <;>t county societies., but to the fact that not enough of "Us", 
actively representing our ideas of purposeful archaeology, are members 
of tne county societies? Bluntly, if we don't belong, what right have we 
to complain? 

1· • ,.- • . •. ·, . ' ' 

.':. . .-.A.good county society can.:Qff.e;r three.a.~_sets of great value to: present-
day archaeology. It can have· fa,c:d.Hties to finance proper publicatio-n of • 
archaeological work. It can comma1d a degree of respect for its views 
and pronouncements by local authorities and other institutions ·which is the 
advantage of its seniority: an asset it can -exercise perhaps: too.:,discreetly, 
but one· not to be ignored these days when ar:chaeolog.y is.igoirtg to have to 
pr~sent a fighting case to the public. One or·ourl'·local~county~:soc;:_ieties. 
for·'example, is particularly noted for its thorough arid'weli.:.thrgamsed 
coverage of threats to listed buildings throughout its area; notified rto·; it 
by:the c. B. A.· Thirdly, and perhaps most·important, -the :sheen:br.eadth 

,.· of'..membership for which it has been criticised; could make 1the:fa9unty· 
.-'-sb'ciety a stepping-stone of great potential value in tre.,·effe·ctive.;co~bih­

a.Hon 'ofr arch~eology with other interests to save our·raw :materials-, .. heritage, 
1·0~ enviroruriefrt - according to your viewpoint - .for·the futurEt) )!Perhaps ... 



. . ~ . . . 
• • w, ~ .... ~ ..... ·-·- ·--··· ....... -·· 
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the •Lo~khir.((NJt~~ History and 1\r'chieologica.l Society•was farsighted 
.. · .. ;':in. choosuig _its·.·a11-·embrac·hig title" • (same., author· as'the ·ope ·.nmg: . 
sh~~~~ ~qJ~ .. 'Antiqw.ty:;· 1970) .• Sureiy''to ignore these·thr~~ fa_qtbr$:•1s·to: 
riS,!t~?f.c;>wing.,0.ut_tpe:·ft8-bY with the ~at~:;-rater. A Soci~ty dmnot adapt,. i 
itself,., of' itself; but it· can be what •it:irmerribers make it. A. well 7 run· , . · 

~ • . ' ••· I'•, • ·f• - • . • • I I . ; 

• coupty so~iety is.'incJispensable.~-:::a-.pi:-'iyilege.;to belong to and to serve/,. A 
greate:X,.community'of memberfth1p w6,ijid'be a practical antidote t'o.' : .: .. 
fragmentation among local se~ietfos~·" - .. • • r '· ": = • • • • = : ·.•., :.: ' _!:-.1, 

• 't .~9~~:!~hil~. we know 'an to'o· well th~ prqblem o(·stibs,criptions,,,if~oining 
your c_ounty· society is something you have always meant to .. ·get'aro~d t'o, 

. ~1?,y not give it some_ ~erious thought now'il Most' B. A. R. G.: officers are 
nt:>t only me~bers but. :<?ften serving_ .officers· of .'one _or other: of .the ~o:unty 
societi?~. jn our .area;· _apd would sponsor applications 'for'member_sh,ip~ • • 

1' ~ • ' • . _,,: • 

• • : ..... ,,. • • F:. N"~ru~.· . ·; . -
1! ; • 1 

, : I • , , , • 

• ~'. SOMERSET • ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY: AFFILIA TEb. S.bCIE't't.ES 
MEETING 

.:·· .. • 'Ori-9th:October, Leslie Grinsell, President of the Somers.et 
Archaeologic_al -~ Natural History So~iety, is_ host to. the ·Affift~~'?d _S0_9,~~ties' 
Meeting a~ Bristol: a special occasion. for b.oth the C;ity M\ffi.ew:n: a,,riq for 

:·:B~: A.~- G;· An exte·rts_ive·programme lla? l:J~~n-pi~ne1,.·.,v,it~· . .a;_t?tfr;or:· ·< ~edieval B:isto~• -i~ the mo~ning follp.\~e.q by ~: YP:ri~~d ¥19-Jny~r.~~t~¥;f.rries 
.• of short papers ·m the- afternoo.I1~-.iWtd,.cpnctu.d,.:gig, Vifllp:,M, .~d~r.ef.,S by ; : . 
Professor Charles-Thomas on the wq;r.k:_o; -.~ompiling .~R-~!~h:¢heck..:~{~t!3, 

.• of 'importance to ~~- A~ R~ G. rp.eml,l.er@.in::general a~-iflf a~ __ P. ~:-_t( -~frpups 
~ P¥"ticl:11ar,- Numbers·ml;JSt··b.~ li:nit.E;g,' .thoug~ rµucp:J~~s -_~o ~~~W-~-,~$~al; 

. ~o:cont'act~John'.Drinkwat,~~i (for.cB:A:;:-::e.r-0'$ allotw.ent; of places) 01:7_Mr. 
• ffiµ'dane'.:(Secretariy.,.of s. A., ;N~) HH:i~ iAl,.:t,Jlil,<\t PJ!S;t}.~., :.Tatyitp9). ,9,r. E~iz,abeth 

Ad ..... - • cf· • ). PA ·s u · - - · > .. · · .. .. afil'S O!i'. ·/. • ~,;groups• ·.•;; • ·;·,'j-0~·1 r•:::,T•; }t · ,·, ·• .. , ,,. ,;;.;_ . n · .... . 
. ' .. ,. . ..... "': .. . . '• •·· , . ._, ... • . 

, I 
.. •;: 

. . - :-::-·~----~-:-:-.---. •. 

FINDS PROCESSING GROUP 

. This body of interested archaeologists continues to meet every Thursday 
between 7. 00 and 9. 00 p. m. at the City Museum, Bristol. It- can be 
recotimie'nded.as a: useful way to learn·about medieval and post-medieval 

y finds .• AU B. A. R; G. memb~rs are ·we:lco:nie. . _Meetings on: 4,rawing and 
identify~g, pottery and small finds. will J?e -hel~. amidst. the gene:i;-al t~s~s of 

. preparing for storage the large masses of finds from the Temple excavations. 
There will be opportunities· for further research into particular aspects 
of Bristol history. . ,\ • .. 1_ ,. • •. • ., • • • _ . _-· 

, •• David Dawsqn; 'iviicha~1 'Porisford.';.· :. 
• •• • '\ • ' l~ • • • : f , ' l •·'{: J ' :· ,f 1 1• 

.... , ' 
i 

' 
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ANIMAL, VEGETABLE AND MINERAL 

Something new in B. A. R. G, meetings! A general meeting with a panel 
of local experts, which should be interesting and entertaining for everybody. 
Members are invited to bring objects for the panel to ex. amine and discuss 
- but: please obtain details from John Drinkwater first~ 7. 30 p. m. at the 
City Museum, Bristol. VJ'ednesday 15th December, 1971 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL IN LOCAL MUSEUMS: INDEX 

The provision of proper indices to the eleven parts of the Check-List 
series, Bulletins 2. 9 (Dec. 1967) - 4. 1 (Spr~g. 1971), is an. essential P8:rt 
of the undertaking, to make the full potential of the lists readily available. 
These indices are, however, very lengthy; .and it would b~ inconvenient to 
users to subdivide them b~t\veen several issues of the Bulletin. It has 
therefore been deciped to issue them as a separate Index Supplement. 
produced jointly by B. A, R. G. and the Department of Extra-Mural Studies, 
which will.be co~plete in itself and which, it is hoped, may be ready to 
send out to B. A. R. G. members with their December Bulletin. The Hon. 
Editor (Bulletin) is most grateful to Mr. Fowler and the Department of· 
Extra-Mural Studies for th.is generous solution to a problem that·would 
have overburdened both the Bulletin end the Group's resources.· 

RESCUE 

Banwell Society of Archaeology has had the excellent idea of ~olding 
an exhibition entitled 11O1d Banwell", with slides, in aid of Rescue: It 
will be at the Village Hall, Banwell, ~-~ r> Weston-Super-Mare, Somerset, 
at 7. 00 p. m. on Octob~r 23rd. A venture that should be well worth • 

• • ' I 

supporting - and following! 

EXCAVATION SUPPLIES 

The idea has been put forward of forming an archaeological ricombine" 
in this region, to order archaeological excavation supplies such as plastic 
graph-paper, plastic small-finds boxes, and other such recording and -
packaging items. Costs to individual excavations can be reduced considerably 
by placing bulk orders. The scheme depends, of course, on sufficient local 
demand. Would any group interested in participating please contact Peter 
Fowler, Department of Extra-Mural Studies, 30/32 Tyndall's Park Road, 
Bristol BSB lHR, before Christmas. 
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• B. A. R; G. • • SYMPOSIUM 

City Muse~. Bristol on 13th November· at 2. 30. p. m·. 

Once again, the occasion on which B. AR. G. should prove, to itself 
and everyone else, that it is living up to it~ aim of being an active research 
group. ·_What archaeological activity have YOU been engaged in, this season 
that would make_a five or ten minute item for other members to hear? 
Please contact John Drinkwater. Perhaps it is also something you coqld,· 
-at the 0 same time, jot down briefly in writing and send to Peter Fowler; 

• t •• l, 

(address.· ·see inside cover) for Archaeological Review No. 6. 

REVIEWS 

a· Iy1. Pprter. 'The Celtic Church in Somerset .(Morgan Books •. Bath 1971), 
··._, :; ... • .. :~',,: .. _ .. , . • pp.146, £1.50 , •• · · - • · .. • 

I ,.~ 

This is a book aqout hagiology rather than archaeology, ~lthough.,here 
and there it attempts to de:a,l with relevant mat~rial from archaeological -
excavations. notably at .Cheddar and Glastonbury~ On several occasions-the 

• author quotes from secondary sources such.as Arthur Mee 1s Somerset· _ 
(ch: 5, ref. 4) and G. W. and J. H. Wade's Rambles·in Somerset{ch. 5, ref 2; 
ch. ·10 ret- 3; ch. 14, ref.1); he cites Nikolaus Pevsrier's North Devon· on a 
place-name matter where the proper authority should have been the Devon 
volumes of the English Place-Name Society ( ch.-_15,_ ref. 1). Indeed, his 
preparation seems to have been rather incomplete; and it· is unfortunate that 
he relied on E.G. Bowen's The Settlements of the Celtic Saints in Wale.s. 
(1954) rat·'1er than the same, author's more recent Saints; Seaways ,a,nc:l; 
Settlements in the Bristol Channel (1969), while he might. \\\~ll h~ve ob_t~ined 
useful ideas from N. K Chadwick's Early Brittany (1969) wn~9h deals 
comprehensively with the migrations from southwestern Engl,~.nd to Armorica 
in Sub-Roman times until Armorica had to be re-named Brittany ( Little 
Bfi~aµi). • 

The book is nonetheless useful for its sur_yey of the intricate and probably 
mostly insoluble problems involved in tlle _interpretation of the lives of .the 
saints. and'the difficulties involved in comparing the documen{_ll.ry w_ith the 

v-l.:::.·:,(atcha:eological evidence, .for instance at-Cadbury, Cong~eshury~,· .,-., . 
:(.~_.()_r_ J":._,.i·1.!'·v.·. 

•• A revised editi~n, if c~lled for; .might include mention -~f tii~!--G-~'iti~:· 
wheeled cross slab cm CulboJ:?.e ·Hill (L. V. Grinsell, Archaeology o(Exmoo:r. 
plate opp. p. 126); and the pre-Conquest carved slab in the chi\r.ch~of St. ·:. 
Arvans, .north 9f Chepstow, ·would be a useful.addition to the.µi~p in the ·end 

- . . ... . ... , 

L. v. Gpinse1t< • 
~ - .~ !_,:,,J ._. 

• 

• 
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.A, Roberts, ed._. The Off~ 's Dyke Path (Rru.nblers' As~ociation, 1971): 7½p. 

This neatly -produced-little -booklet is surely an excellent example of 
what local societies - perhaps several pooling their different and specialised 
interests in a common effort - could and· should be doing in their own areas. 
1n 16 pages. including many photographs and a double-page general map, 
Mr. Roberts provides what the guidebooks might (much less effectively) call 
a "companion" forwo.l.lfingOffa'·s Dyke, at an exceptionally z:easonable price. 
The layout is clear and neat. A general introduction and survey sets the 
Dyke in its geographical context. ·although the archaeological backgroun~ 
receives rather short and superficial treatmen,t. T_he route is t_}:ien divided 
into convenient sections, each with a reference to ·the appropriate 111 0. S. 
sheet. ~~ally cletai+ed instru~tions for finding half-hidden gates ~nd turnings 
gutde-the·walker·ove-r an-often complex network--of .paths. some not ... o.n :Oi~, 
111 map at all. Alt\irnative routes for wet weather and when undergrowth is 
high, are given µi. italics. Points of interest - historical. archaeological and 
scenic - are· noted on or near the route. Even lists of relevant Youth Hostels, 
maps, and Welsh pronunciations are fitted in.· • The only complaint might be 
that, to p~g9:u_¢.~_§..1.J.£l]_'.e .. 9.~rgain, _ the quality of the paper is not perhaps stout 

• enough to stand up to much use ·out-of-doors ·m the ·weisli'Marches drizzle; 
but then, the ·cost of replacements (from the Ramqlei:;s' Associatio~, J/ 4 • 
Crawford Mews, .. London. WlH lPT, at 10p including postage) is hardly 
prohibitive. 

F. Neale 

,• NOT.ICES OF RE.CENT AND FORTHCOMING :PUBLICATION.S ... • _ . 

. Two recent publications by local groups are A Second North Somerset 
Miscellany (Bath & Came'rton Archaeologica:1 ,Society, 1971) at 45p: a'· .. 
c9llection of papers by members of.the socie.ty; and Man and the Mendips 
(l\1endip Society· 1971) at £2. 25: a vo_lume of essays by specialists ·m·different 
field~ issue'ct as. the ".Book of the Exhibition". It is hoped to review both 
books-in ·more detail in the next issue.·, 

..• ~ . • . . . •' . ' . 
'.· # 

A re"cent issue of :Wat~re (3rd Septe.mber) contains a very important 
articl~ bY,.0. A. Kellawe;ty on 11Gia·9ia,t~9ri and the stones of Stonehenge ... , in 
.which he contends with all the erudition. of which a senior member of 'the 
Geoiogi~ai Surv~y is capable, that 'the "blµe stones II were brought to the area 
as glacial erratics. This should cause some hard thinking' among Wessex 
pre historians. .. ' ... 

L. Grinsell and J. Dyer, Discovering Regional Archaeology: Wessex 
(Shire Publications, 1971), 30p, has been added to the other booklets in this 
series reviewed by Christopher Brain in the last issue. and covers an 
important area easily accessible from our region. 
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R. E. Chaplin, who with Miss B. Noddle is running yet more· of the highly 

successful courses on bones and archaeology in our region this winter (see 
Calendar 6 and 27-8 November) has now produced a book specifically on this 

·' subject. The Study of Animal Bones from.A.r.ch~~plogical Sites (Seminar 
Press, 1971), £2, is the first in a new series edited by G. W. Dimbleby, of 

. studies in archaeological scien~es.· Forthcoming titles include carbon-14'·· 
dating, soil science and surveying methods. • ·' • • 

• • ~. :· t ' " 

•. Looking ahead to I1ext spring, publisher's advance pul;>,licity has of .. , ,-
. necessity let out- a h,itherto well-kept secret: the forthcoming publication by 
. John Baker, of Archaeology & the Landscape, edited by Peter F9wie_r: a 

collection of essays to be. presented to Leslie ~rinse'il on the oc'cas~_on of his 
retirement. Several B. A. R, G. members have taken part in this .tribute to 
one of our most distinquished founder-members. • '( 

• Transactions of the Bri,stol &,.Glquc~s~~rs!Jire Archa9ological Society voL 89 
(1970) appeared some months ago and includes Captain H. S. Gracie's 
Presidential Address on "Mesolithic Gloucestershire" (p. 5-lo)· and his first 
full report on the extensive excavations of the main building at Frocester·' 
Court Roman Villa (p. 15-89), with related reports. • • ' 

,.·• ... ' 
C. -Somerset Archaeology and Natural History vol 114 (1970), .. 

also issued in the late spring, includes a report on 11A Roman.Villa at Whatley 
Combe, Nunney" by I. M. Stead (p. 37-47). and "A :preliminary Catalogu~ of 
Cru_ck-::-roofed Buildings in Somerset'~ by Sir R .de.~ Hall (p. 48-61) as well as 
other contributions on cruck roofing, and short reports on excavations_ apd 
finds at Cadbury: Congresbury, Catsgore, Lansdown and elsewhere. 

. . 
The Ulster Journal of Archaeology v:ol~ _33 (1970) contains ai:i important 

article on ''Somersetshire and other foreign building stone in medieval Ireland" 
by D. M. Water.man. ... Mr .. Waterman sur.v~ys tJ1,g __ µs,e qfJoreJ@ .. §.t~z:i~ in 
b·uildings and monumental sculpture, c. 1175-1400, in south-east coastal 
Ireland-{.this:Jimitation is not made clear in the title)". He identifies oolitic 
limestone from' Dundry and other sourt!es in the southwest: and from ·Caen in 
Nqr.ma~dy. ..... Its .. distribution is naturally" centred on. ports or sites: .. convilnient 
fot·· coastal or river-borne transport~ He plots-and lists the sites concerned, 
describing the features in Which the stone is used, and establishing links": 
between various church buildings not only in style but in materials. The • 
earliest use of Dundry stone in Ireland appears to be at Christ Church, 
Dublin c. 1175, arid it w:a.s thereafter· widely usE:d _for about a century. The 
Irish sites are partnered ·by a useful summary ·or the occurrence of Dundry 
stone in medieval Somerset buildings. • 

-I • :l· .1 •. • • • • • ' • ' ·,) ,' . 

--· ---------
,. 

- .,,_ .~----••- -•---•••--••• •• 0••.,•v-• 

: { .. t. 'l. ~~ • \ •. J -· 

• 

.. 

• 

• 
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. . 
CALENDAR OF 

- FORTHCOMING. COURSES,. MEETINGS AND LECTURES 

. '.: Septe_mb_e.r - _De~ember 1971 

Abbreviations: 

A. S. 
B. G. A. S. 
• University 

Archaeological Society 
Bristol·& Gloucestershire Archaeological Society 
University' of Bristol Department of Extra-Mural Studies, 30/32 
Tyndsill' s ];'ark Ro~d. Bristol BS8 lHR 

Courses are weekly unless stated otherwise; {P) numbers limited; prior 
application necessary. 

----· -------
September 

23 PREHISTORY OF THE MENDIPS by c.· Browne. Course of 20 
meetings at Village· Hall, PILTON. 7. 30 p. m. University. 

24 INDUSTRIAL ARCHAEOLOGY: Course .of 12-meetings, fortnightly 
with panel of lecturers at Queens Bldg,_ Up.iver~ity of Bristol 
7 .. 00 p. m. University. 

28 ' LOCAL HISTORY.OF NORT!I SOMERSET by J. Barker. Course 
of 20 meetings at Further Edµcati9n Centre, NP,dLSEA. 
7. 30 p. m. University. • 

. . ' 

29 LOCAL ~IS.TORY: WES'l'BURY-ON-TRY:M by D. Jones. Course 
of 10 :m,eetings p.t Twyford House, SHIR,EHAMPTON 
7. 30 p. m. University. 

29 FRAMPTON COTTERELL & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY 
RESEAR9H GROUP. led by B. J. S. Moore. Course of 24 meetings 
at Highcroft School, FRAMPTON COTTERELL. 

30 

October 
1 

4 

7. 30 p. m. University ( P) 

CURRE,NT ARCHAEOLOGY IN & AROUND BRISTOL 
by M. W. Ponsford. Lunch-time lecture. City Museum· 
BRlSTi)L 1. 15 p. m. 

HISTORY OF BATH qy J. Haddon. Course of 10 meetings at 
Junior School TIMSBURY. 7. 30 p. m. University. 

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE SECOND MILLENNIUM A. D. 
by D. P. Dawson. Course of 20 meetings at the Refectory, 
CONGRESBURY. 7. 30. p. m. University. 
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October 
4 ARCHAEOLOGICAL ILLUSTRATION by Mrs. J. Gill. Course 

of.JO. m,eetings, . fortnightl~ .De.pt~ of Extra-Mural.Studies, 
triri.ve-rs it:f:Of·:..BRIS-T O L 7: 15 .. p:S:n. '.: Uiti.Y..er:sity.J P) ·-:~: ~ • ·.--: ·-: •<;;•::-

5 

5 

5 

5 

5 

CE LT IC VIEST & SAXON EAST by Mrs. E. Fowler and Mrs. 
M. Gray. Course of 20 meetings at Drove Eve_r,i.i~g ,Cen,tr.e,. 
SWINDON. 7.15 p. m. University -: •• -···-··· ., •• ·-

R.Ql\'lA~ & ~AXON COUNT~YSIDE by R. It Leech~ 
:··-;. ,!_~}9.)neetings)it. Lbngleve1;1s Cent:r~, GLOU~I!~ST:ER 

7~--30 p. m. Unive~s+tY, --· , .. 

. . . 
~:; ',', ; ., ~ '/ 1. , 1: _.; 

:·,~- . f!-l;ifo.Nl'fING & C0NSEI:lVATION. Cours~ _pf lQ, meetings, yvig1. , 
panel of lecturers at Community Centre;- Sunhil.J. .fark,- .'.l:, .. 
CLEVEDON. 7. 30 p. m. University. • ••• 

BRITONS & ROMANS by C. Browne. Course of 24 meetings with 
field meetings at North Bristol Institute, Monks ParkScnool, 
BRISTOL; .7. 3.0 p .. m. Unive~sity. • • • •• ; • ; 

; -i 1 ; ; ( ,..... ,. .,. • ~ , ~ ~ ·., I •, ." . ,,. • 

• ARCHAEOLOGY OF SOUTH-\VESTERN BRITAIN by L. V. 
• .... ,.Grins~ll ~nd_D. P.;D<:1,wson. C,ourse of. ~O meetings at Twyf9rd 

f • 1 .f•:, 1. ; ijoµse:· SHIR$HAMPTON. 7. 15 p. m. Universtt~_.: 

6 

6 

THE ENGLISH COUNTRY ~OUSE byH. c~i+inso~Course of 20 
meetings ,a,~ John.Locke Hall, V/RINGTON: 7. 45 p. m. University. . ~·•:: ~- .. -::. ·. . . .. '. • . ' . " . '\ 

'.., .·DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE by A. Rome. ·coµ~se of 10 meetings 
at Primary School, WINSC9MBE. 7. 30, p.-.!11.' \T.Jniversity/W. E. A. . . ; ~ 

,( ·~
1

• 'BUILDINGS AROUND US by B.:Loxton. Course Qf 10 meetings 
•. riLChurch Room, AXBRIDGE. 8. 00 p. m. University. • 

6 SOURCES FOR LOCAL HIS-TORY OF CHEW ·vALLEY by 
V.FCT'·:; J. :r.1·Bettey,· J. Barker and Mrs. J. Day. Course of 6 meetings 

:',JEi.J,>,ffr ·'i'.' 0:c ,.:at';Vi~nrage, GH~V(lVIA.GNA, 7·, 30 p. m. University (P) • 

7 FRO!J.rEtLOCAL HISTORY by R.· Ashiey. Course of 6 meetings. 
fortnightly, at FRO ME Museur.n. 7; 30 p. mi Univeroity. 

7 ,_:.~ .. -,_,j\~qW1EO~QGX ~t G~OUCESTERSHIB~ -~y i H. Drinkwater. 
Cour·se of 10 meetmgs· at Teachers' Cen~re,.'. STROUD. 
7. 30 p. m. University. .. : . '. ··,:~~;tr' ., 

-~,7 /J .I--:. ,. ,SOVRC;E~. F.OR HISTOR:Y OF THORNBURY by ,B. J. S. Moore . 
. C6u~se, ,of 20 m·e·etjngs at Parish Churcn, ·THORNBURY. 
• 7': so -P~·: m. uni~etsity.: . • • • • , • ·=.. • .f :;,·: 

a. _,. . .,·~·j ~-·' ; ... • ~A,~T· oi F.iCT~ON: AN· ARCHAE:6LodicAL INQUIRY INTO 
SOME' IE,Q~~I?~·· ot THE' PA~T ·_by E~ J. 1'1Iason .. Course of 20 
meetings rri:Folk·Hotise)3RISTOU1.·40'p. m .• vV. E~ A, 

" 



t 

October 
8 

8 

9 

12 
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: ' •. ' 

:RESCUE ARCl-IAEOLOGY (M. 5 and'.9th-~r c:levelopments). 
Six meetings with panel of lect':lrers at Vveir Lodge, 
Staple grove Road, TAUNTON. 7. 30 p. m. University. 

RECORDS OF MEDIEVAL CHURCH BUILDING by 
J. H. Bettey, Banwell Society of Archaeology, Village 
Hall, BANWELL~ 7.-30 p. m. 

'• f ,, l .:-:· 

SOMERSET. A. S. A'.FFILIA TED SOCIETIES MEETING 
at' BRISTOL with Address by Professor Charles Thomas 
on:,PARISH SURVEYS', -other short papers, and 
conducted walk. See page 48 

INVESTIGATING LOCAL HISTORY by Miss V. Airey. 
Course of 10 meetings at Lyncombe Barn Community 
Centre, DOWNEND. 7. 30 p. m. University. 

13 . NORTH ELMHAM by P. Vlade-Martins. B. A. R. G. lecture . 
. :City1VIuseum, -BRI$TOL 7. 30 p. m.;. 

14 PREHISTORY OF THE BRISTOL AREA by Dr. E. K. 
Tratman.. Cour.se of 10 meetings a~ Geography Dept., 
pniversity of BRISTOL 5. _30 p. 11?-• :Unive;c-sity .. 

t • ,; 

14 SAXON & MEDIEVAL COIN FORGERIES by C. E. Blunt. 
Bath & B~istol Numismatic Society, Room 144, BATH 
Technical College. 7. 30 P~ m. • ' • 

14 LEGACY OF TWO VANISHING CULT-URES;by D. P. 
Dawson. Lunchtime le~ture, City Museum, BRISTOL L 15 p. m. 

• .l • • • • • 
,.-. .. -o-,_.~_,.,. __ ,, ____ .,, .. -•--·•- • ---·•• • • .,, • ., ·•· •---•-•-••••-· ~· -..-•-·-• •-- .. •-••••• .. ·••-· ,, 

20 THE BEGINNINGS OF·.F.ARIVH.~.Q_,IN~-~-PJJQP$I PY c. Renfrew. 

21 

22 

'•· ··23 

.. : . 

25 

,Museum Vvinter Lecture, JYiuseum,L~cture Theatre, 
BRISTOL 7. 30 p. m·. Admissiori ffee!r,• 

MARINE ARCHAEOLOGY by D. Blackman. Clevedon & 
District A. S at the Junio~ School,. YAT'.I'O~. ··'.7· 30 p. m. 

WANSDYKE FROM THE AIR by J. E.-Han'coc-k. Keynsham 
& Saltford Local History Society; Ellsbrklg·e House, 
KEYNSHAM. 7. 30 p. m. 'l .. ., :r 
OLD BANWELL: Slides and Exhibition fu aid.of "Rescue". 
Banwell Society of Archg.eology. Yillag~. Hal_~. BANWELL, 
7. 00 p. m. • 

A MUSEUM MAN IN THE NEW WORLD by·N. Thomas. 
B. G.:a. S. :Sristol Sectio11. City Museum,. BRISTOL 5. t!:5 p. m. 

/, • • " Ml 

28 COINS &. HISTORY IN THE LATER ROMAN EMPIRE by 
R. Reece. Bath ~t Bristol Numismatic Society. 
City Museum, BRISTOL. 7. 30 p. m. 
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··t 
PROJECTS IN LOCAL HISTORY: weekend course with panel 
of lectur~rs at Urchfont Manor, pEVIZES. Applications··to 

_{·_•,;c.-.·~:::->tiie·warden.'·· University (P) . ' : 
._s-:?····1;_· r~.~ F···;,,.•····_:_1f:J .t ... :.·J·.:.!·· .. .. ,.:: · 

4 ._.: PHA'C'rICAL ARCHAEOLOGY by M. W. Ponsford. Course of 
,C, • • Jtc ·.20, 1:11e.etingp with :fi~lg:·me~ting at ·The Chantry ( Community 

Association). THOij.NJ;3VRY. 7. 30 p. m. University 

6. :.•·;----SYMPOSllJM ON EXGAVATION & ANIMAL REMAINS with 
i;, ·' fy'Iip_s B. N:oddle,-:R.-C:h.,aplin;- R. Harcourt and J. Henderson 

at the Veterinary_ Sch<;>_ol. University of BRIS';I,'OL, lL 00 a. m. 
Public welcome. 

ii.. LOCAL CAVES & CAVING by V. Davies. Lunchtime lecture, 
City Museum,. BRI.STQL L ll> p. m. 

. . . 
12 . FURTHER _STUDIES IN VERNACULAR ARCHITECTURE by 

:~,,:;:;;:,,L~--=~'""'.::.P • .:.:-::Cor-:d._.:,~keynsharri &. Saltford LocaLHistory.:,.Society, .. 
Ells bridge House, KEY.NSHAM, 7.:...3!Lp: ni .. :~:: ..• 

-
12 •. · .• 

t .. h .. : 
1r::musTRIAL ARc°HAEO~OGY: course or· 14 mceetings with panel 
of iectttrers at College of Art,' Lansdown~ -~sT.ROUD. 7. 30 p. m. 
~~~ • • 

CAMPAIGNS & COINAGE OF'THE CIVIL WA.R by P. Selby. 
·& Bristol Nullllsmatic Soc'iety·~- ·RoomH4BATH Technical 
College 7. 30 p. m-. •. 

13 • • •. B. -A~-R·. ci: SYMPOSIUM: RECENT WORK:'BY MEMBERS 
,: :: ,c~ :· ~ •• : • t · •• 'T City ·Museum, ;BRISTOL. · 2. 30 p. rr.i.' 

Bath 

... -- ... :•--:r,,, ... ;.: ,,... "l_:;-rr ~ -·- ..... ~ .. - .-. ~ ' ' • .·' ' • •• ,'' : • . •· 

~ '·13·.:14--· •· ·' ,_ '~QLLEN ANALYSIS; by Dr. K. Crabtree; Weekend course at 
":-,·~:, ·:Geogrciphy D~p'artm~nt, University ·of BRtST-OL, with sequel to 

follc;ny 5-6~-2~:72; University (P) • ·- .-

17-·,,, :·.•,,·:hm·fiST'i=iIA-i:.:-ARCHAEOLOGY, -THE EUROPEAN PICTURE by 
·"· .-.,: •',::: .::K,jiud~:~~~' Museum V/inter Lectuie; Museum Lecture Theatre, 

;-: __ ~rLH.,:;,, ·: .aJ;USXOL. ?-. 30, p.1:J?.; Admission free . . :. 
• ... ' j .- ~- • • . • • •'' •• • • ; r ) • 1 ' 4• • ,; ,• • • . • • _! •• 

18 -.: ·-· i PREHISTORIC MAN.By Dr. v: -Reynolds·.: ·c1evedon & District 
.f!... S. Community Centre,· Sunhill Park~ CLEVEDON, 7. 30 p. m. 

:': --Jf•:::, .n \BiiUNE£'IN' BRISTOL: v.reekeitd course with panel of lecturers, 
• • _,.,., ai-'Queens'13uildmg; University of-BR.ISTOL, 'and Brunel College 

Ashley Down. University. 
. . . 

• , ; .wi· r ,;. . ~. ,·_ ., • • . . r f • \ .. • • ' 

.. 2Q_ --··_··· _)vt 5'SYMPOSIUM· with P. J. Fqwler and-other.s at Wyndham Hall 
• ·" • • •• • • ' • •• TAtJNTo.N· Castie. 2'.15 ,p. m. 'university. - :' 

.... .• .. ,·· ... ,• . . , .-..., ,. JI ., • 
. ·~ . ( : :· ., ..... '•. ; ~ .. 

•. J_ • 

.. ' 
.. ;"! ~ • . -~ .,.. .. . 

.. :-. . . 

.. 

,, 
• 
• 
• 
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November 
25 A BANKNOTE EVENING with Bath & Bristol Numismatic 

·--~·-· ~_9_ci~_t:Yf . .o.gity Museum, B:RISTQL. • 7. 3_0 p. :rn_. ·,· .. 

27-28 
~-~•·- •• -................ ~ •. - ., .... --····· - ___ .. ______ ··--· ~- ·---· -···-· . ·- ·-----·· 

BONES & ARCHAEOLOGY by Miss B. Noddle and R. Chaplin. 
Weekend follow,..up_ to 1970-71 courses, at College of 
Education, GLOUCESTER. ·university (P) •• 

' .. ·• 
December 

1-20 

8 

15 

9 

10 

ARCHAEOLOGY OF CORNWALL. Exhibit:on of photographs 
by Charles Woolf. City l\1useum, BRISTOL . 

··- ·•··•-·····-----,·-- -· 

MEXICO BEFORE THE -SPANIARDS by W. Bray. Museum. 
Winter Lecture:, Museum Lecture Th~a,tre ~RISTOL 

·7. 3·0:p. m. Admission free. ,,. • 

ANIMAL, VEGETABLE. & MINERAL - a new kind of B. A. R. G. 
.• Meeting. Seep. 49 City Museum, BRISTOL '1~ 30 p. m. 

ARCHAEOLOGY OF CORNV/ALL by L, V. Grµi~ell. Lunchtime 
Lecture 1 ,City Museum, BRISTOL 1. 15 p. m~ • 

.MEMBERS' LOCAL HISTORY EVENING,, Keynsham & ~altford 
Local History Society. Ellsbridge Uo~se, KEYNSHAM. 7. 30 p. m. 

-~ ---- .. ------
\ .. •i·, . ·• 

Full dE;}tans· of University Courses appear in the booklet 
"Archaeology & Local History", available from the Department 

, " of Extra-M~ral. Studies, 30/32 Tyndall's Park Road, 
• , •• Br1stoi BS8 lHR~ . ' ' . • • ' •. ··- -·· .. -·· .. ~-.... : ·' .. : · 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

The Hon Treasurer reminds· members that some subscriptions, 

which were due last January, are still outstanding. please 

pay promptly. subscription rates: inside front cover. 
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. I • t 

B. A. R. d: SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS: AN IDEA FOR CHRISTMAS? 

Something to ask for. or something to giv~ 
' ' 

Individual publications or complete sets 

Field Guides, edited by Les.lie;Grins.ell. P.t:~c~: ·17½i>:each ~. 
•• • ' ·Post free; -·2o·p: 

No .• l • Prehi~t~ric site; in _th~ iyrendip. Cotsw~ld,. :V✓ye.-'\raney and,• 
Bristol Region·by Leslie G~insell. Revised edition 1970. 

. . , 

No. 2 Roman Site~ in the Mendip, Cotswold. Wye Valley and • • 
• _::~,-, ::..:::::.•· .. _·.· Brisfol R~gi,on, by Max Hebditch and Le·slie .. Gririsell, 1968 . 

.. - . ,.. •. - ,. • ~ \ • I • 1 • • • , • ., 

. ~.<?·. 3: IV,Iedie_~ S~tes. ~-the.Mendip; Cotswold.,. Wye Valley· and 
·····•·· • • ·Bristol Region, by Philip Rahtz and others, 1969. . .. . . 

No. 4 Industrial _Monuments in the M,en~ip, South Cotswold and 
Bristol Region. by Neii' Cossons, ~967. • • 

... ... -~ . ·- . :. .. r. -.. 

s;~~~~ ~~.blica~nf:L.editecl~y.Lesli~ Grins_eu.: ~.:::~:--.• ·_··,. -.--··-;~-~----

No. 1 ·'!'he Mendip· Hills in Prehistoric and Roman Times, by 
John Campbell·. David .Elkington, Peter Fowler and 
~~fllte .. Gr,ins.ell. • 1970.' Price 25p; post. free 28p .. 

• ~ .-:_;· .' i: .", .... • , ' • ,. ··• •·•., , . ., I . .. . .. ' 

Also: Survey and Policy concerning the Archaeology of the_ Bristol 
Region, edited by Leslie Gri.r),s_e_ll; in .two parts. _60p per part 

Post free 64p . 

• .! . 

• ~ '• J I•• •• 

t. .... 

i j; 
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