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EDITORIAL FCREWORD

In this first issue of the Bulletin of the Bristol Archseological
Research Group it would seem appropriate to review some of the aims which
were adOpted at our insugural meeting on 7th March, 1962, The purpose of
B.A.R.G. is to carry out archseologicsl research - and this means fieldwork
and research on existing collections, as well as excavetions - in the Bristol
area. Above all we accept the cardinsl principle that no archaeological
discovery is a discovery until it has been published in the best .possible way.
All our work .wust be consistent with the best standsrds that have been evolved
in British archseologicsl research during the last generation and must take
into account the application of modern scientific techniques which are being
developed.

Such research as we envisage azbove must clearly have a purpose and be
pursued with method. To this end your Committee proposes to produce as soon
as possible a Survey and Policy for srchseological research in the Bristol
area. Period by period, from the Palseolithic to post-i{edieval times the
Survey and Folicy will indicate the state of archaeologicsl knowledge about
that period in the area and the directions which future resesarch should take,
It is likely to be produced in Sections but these will be uniform in their
format. It may be that emergency action, particularly in excavation, will
from time to time take precedence in our activities but we expect the Survey

- and Policy will be the basis of our members' work.

In addition, we hope to give speciasl encouragement to our Jjunior members
so that they might obtain reliable guidance in their approach to srchaeology.

The Bristol Archaeological Research Group has been formed to give
leadership in these matiers to the ever increasing numbers of people who, as a
result of greater education and leisure, are anxious to take part seriously in
archaeolofical research. Never was their interest and active help more sorely
needed when earth-moving operations, such as building, querrying, rosd moking
and agriculture are disturbing the ground on e larger scale than ever before.

It is our intention to give this leadership without in any way conflicting
with the existing archseological institutions in the srea. Co-operation with
the City Museum at Bristol is a keystone of our policy and both the i{useum and
Research Group stand to gein from this association. In the seme way it is felt
that our relstionship with the established archseological societies with long
and distinguished traditions will be equally beneficial to both parties. Every
member of B,A.R.G, will be encouraged to Jjoin his sppropriste County Archaeolog-
ical Society. Experience elsewhere has shown that the formation of an
archaeological research group has resulted in an increased membership of the
County Society. As an instance of this we may cuote the relsations between the
Berkshire Archseologicel Society and the Berkshire T'ield Research Group,
concerning which it is hoped to publish an article in the next issue of the
B.A.ReGe Bulletin.

Already several locsl societies have welcomed our formation snd we look
forward to a happy association with all those working for the good of
archaeology in the West Country.

ALAN WARHURST
L.V, GRINSELL
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FUTURE NUMBERS OF THIS BULLETIN

As this is the first issue of this Bulletin, produced at very short
notice, editorisl policy is still flexible, and I hope that it will remsin
S0. . : -

At this early stage, B.A.R.G. can lesrn much from the work and
experlence ‘of other archqeologlcal resesrch groups formed since the War, and
it is intended to include in each issue, until further notice, a short account
of one of .these Groups, by its Chsirman or Secretary.

It is also hoped to include in each issue s stztement of 'a psrticular
problem in local archaseology in need of a solution. This is intended to
stimulate our members - espacially our younger members - to undertake resesarch

»

on specific problems. Our first problem is in this issue ¢ that of ascertainin—

whether the Cweorn Cleofu of the Saxon cherter of Pucklechurch was a quern
guarry.

The Editor will welcome any suggestions from members on any methods of
adding to the velue of this Bulletin. It should however be stressed that in
principle s cyclostyled periodical is an unsuitable medium in which to publlsh
anything in the nature of excavation reports or discoveries unless they are
definitely to be published subsesuently in a pemsnent form.

ENQUIRY TNTO THE PETROLOGY OF QUERNS

A Quern Enquiry covering Gloucestershire, Somerset, end Wiltshire
has recently been started through the initistive of Mr. Grant King (Little’
Cheverell, Devizes, Wiltshire), and our member Dr.J.V.Cowie (Dept.. of
Geology, The University, Bristol)., It has received the blessing of the
Implement Petrology Committee for the South-West, and has been integrated
into their progrsmme. It has been decided to include querns and allied
material from the Neolithic to the Medieval period inclusive, IFurther
information is obtainable fram either lir, Grant ﬁlng (hon.secvetary to the

Enguiry) or Dr.Cowie.

"There must be plently of quern-quarries to be found by fleld-work and there
are certainly plenty of querns to be examined petrologlcally and traced to
their source in exasctly the szme way as have the stone 8XESisess A new fleld

of resesrch is waiting to be explored",

= 0.G,S.Crawford, Archaeology in
- the Pield, 1953, p.106 -

L «a()
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THE “CWEORN CLEQFU"™ OF THE PUCKLECHURCH SAXON CHARTER:

" an unsolved problem

The insugurstion of the Quern Enquiry, Jjust described, calls to mind
a reference in a Saxon charter of Pucklechurch, reputed date sbout A.D. 950,
to Cweorn Cleofu, which Dr.G.B.Grundy translsted as either “Quern Cliff" or
"Steep Slope®, adding thet another charter used the teim cweorn for s hill
where there was stone suitable -for the msking of unrns or hendmills
(6. B. Grundy, Saxon Charters of Gkoucestershire, 1536, 213), Part of the -
Pucklechurch ares is on pennsnt sasndstone which would have been suitable for
a8 quern quarry. Grundy suggested thet the site may have been in the vicinity
of the ridge east of the River Frome and S.E. of VWatley's End, - rcughly
N.G.R. 663 80L4. The interpretation of the Pucklechurch charter docs, however,
involve many difficulties, snd thére is slso perhaps sn element of uncertainty
as to the correct translestion of the Sexon cweorn. On the other hand,
Wharncliffe, north of Sheffield, is known to o be derived fram Quern cllff and
there is an extensive quern quarry on the site, which has been studied by
¥Mr. L. H. Butcher of the Hunter Jrchacologlcal Society, and it is hoped that
this will soon be published.

NOTICES OF RECENT FUBLICATIONS o )

Clifford, E.?., and others. Bagendon: a Belgic Oppidum., Heffer, Cembridge,

This handsome volume describes iirs.Clifford's excavations at the tribsl
capital of the Dobunni st Bagendon sbout three miles north of Cirencester.
It includes chapters on the more general topics of “the Pre-Belgic Iron Age
cultures of Gloucestershire" by WMrs. M. A. Cotton; "the Western Third C
Culture and the Belgic Dobunni® by Prof. C. F.-C. Hewkes; oand "a Study of -
the Dobunnic Coinage" by lMr. Derek ¥. Allen, This is the first fundamentsl
study of the Iron Age on the Cotswolds to be published.

Toynbee, J. M. C. Art in Romsn Britsin. Phaidon Press (for Society for
Promotiin of Romen Studies), 1962, 70/=

A levishly produced volume on the objects shown st the Exhibition of Ramen
Art in Britain at the Goldsmiths' Hall, London, 19°61. It includes well-known
objects from Bath, the glass bowl from wWint Hill (Banwell), alters fram Custom
Scrubs (Blsley), and the bronze votive statuettes recently found at the lemple
site above Bruton.

E., . Jope (E«ltor) Studies in Building History, Odhsms Press Ltd. 1962
3 guineas, '

This volume is a tribute to the work of the late Brysn H, “t. John O'Neil, in
the form of & series of chapters by eminent suthorities on various aspects of
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his work. Most of the chapters are concerned with architecture, but the
volume includes chgpters by Prof. I. A. Richmond on "Roman Timber Building" and
by Mrs. H. O'Neil on "Scme Features of Building Construction in a Rural Area

of Roman Britain", - the latter dealing with the Cotswolds.

Bowen H., C. Ancient Fields. - British Association for Advancement of Science,

1061, 7/64.

An excellent study of the techniques involved in the proper study of “Celtic"
fields, strip~lynchets, and other sncient field systems. It is to be hoped
that members-of B.A.R.G. may be induced to study and publish the ancient field

. systems on Mendip and the Cotswolds by applying the methods here outlined,

3

Transactions of Bristol & Gloucestershire Archseologicel Society, vol. 79, 1961
A

This is the first volume of Transactions of this Society to be issued in a
quarto format, and both the Society and its Editor sre to be congratulated on
the change. The volumne is in- two Parts. Part I consists entirely of s paper
by Mrs. H. E. O'Neil and another, on “Gloucestershire Barrows", which includes
the few possible examples in the county of Bristol. The paper has its own
index. This is believed to be the first occasion on which the Society has
embarked on 2 field-archseological publication of this size as part of its
Transactions, and it has done it with the aid of e C. B. A, publication grant.
It is uncertain whether the beehlve-structures near Bibury are Neolithic or
comparatively recent.

Part II includes various papers on field archseology, for example WExcavations
by the Town Hall, Beldwin Street, Bristol", by ir. P. A. Rehtz; “Excevations
at Back Hall, Bristol, by Mr.K. J. Barton; and "S Strip Lynchets in the Gloucester—
shire Cotswolds", by Dr. Graeme Whittington. The reviewer was frankly dis~
app01nted with the last psper, especially with the meps, the more so because

it 1s believed that, the author, who knows more sbout strip lynchets than anyone
else, can and will do very much better.

Q

Proceedings of Somersetshire Archseological ..... Society, vol. 105, 1961

/3

This volume includes papers on the VWraxsll Roman Villa, by Mr. C. M.'Sykes
and others, and on Barrow Mesd, Bath (2 series of ledieval esrthworks near P
Englishcombe), by Mr. P. 4. Rehtz. :

_ Proceedings of the University of Bristol Spelaeological Society, Voi; 9%

no. 2. 1961

The bulk of this issue camprises (pages 67-136) 2 paper on "The Stratigraphy
and Archseology of the Lete-Glacial end Post-Glacial Deposits at Brean Down,
Somerset", by Mr. A. M. ApSimon, Dr. D. T. Donovan, and Dr. H. Taylor. The
archeeological implications for the Bristol region in genersl sre indicated in
the edmirably concise summary on pp. 122-7.
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PUBLLCATIONS IN THE PRESS

Culture and Environment: ZEssays in Honour of Sir Cyril Fox. This volume

of esssys is to be published by Routledge snd Kegsn Psul at 4 guineas

(3 guineass to subscribers spplying not lster than 30th April). It includes
importent essays on f'ield srchaeology by Sir Mortimer Wheeler, Glyn Desniel,

H.N. Savory, Stuart Piggott, W.F. Grimes, T.G.E.Powell, Lily F. Chitty,

C.F.C, Hawkes and R.R.Clarke, Ian A. Richmond, Colin A. Greshsm, Leslie Aloock,
and E.M. Jope, s well as e series of essays on architectural subjects by equally
distinguished authorities. Many of these essays have an obvious beering on

the archseoclogy of the Bristol region and the Severn basin. 'The publication
date is not yet snnounced.

A Brief Numismstic History of Bristol, by L. V. Grinsell. To be published
shortly by the City iluseum, Bristol. DPublicetion date gnd price not yet fixed,
but probsbly not exceeding 3/6d.

This will be a booklet about 30 pages long, describing the coins minted in
Bristol from Saxon times to the reign of William III, the tokens masde between
the 16th and the 19th century for circulation in Bristol, and the historicsl
medals struck to commemorate notable Bristol events.

FORTHCOMING COURSES AND LECTURES

Courses between Iaster and Whitsun

Tuesdays 7.0 - 90 p.m,, in the City Museum, Bristol. For particulars of
lectures on the archascology of south-western England, apply to
L. V. Grinsell, The City i{useum, Bristol.8. }

Thursdays 7.30 = 9.0 p.m., in the City liuseum, Bristol, beginning 26th April.
The Preparation of Archseological Reports. Six lectures, to be given
by Messrs. P. -A. Rahtz, Alan Warhurst, and L., V. Grinsell, Fee: 7/6d.
Apply to the City iiuseum for programmes,

Weekend Courses

Set./Sun. 5/6 Mey. New Trends in Archseology. 4t Dillington House near
Ilminster. Lecturers: Dr. A. E. Werner, lrs. B. Westley, H. W. M.
Hodges, and Mr. S. Rees Jones. Details from City lMuseum or
Dillington House., JFee: £2 = 4 = )

Fri./Sun. 18/20 May., The Field Archaeology of Exmoor. At South Molton IPurther
Educstion Centre (non~-residentisl). Lecturers: Ledy (Aileen)
Fox, C. Whybrow, and L.V, Grinsell. Fee: 15/- Details from the
City Museum, Bristol, :




Lectures etc.

Saturdey 28 April. Taunton Castle. Annusl Méeting of Somerset Archaeo-
" logical Society. 2,30 p.m. Mr. C. 4. Ralegh Radford, The Church
in Sonerset down to 4.D. 1100

derlnesday, 2 May., City Museun Welk, Kings Weston Hill and Blaise Castle. ‘
Leader: L. V.-Grinsell. Meet at 7 p.m, at Kings Veston Hlll
(Park Gates), beneath the bridge.

Thuysday 17 May. 7.15 p.m., in the City Hliseuxh, ‘Bristol. Bath & Bristol
Numismetic Society: lecture by Mr. R. H, i, Dolley, F.S.4., The
Norwegisns in the Irish Jea: The Coin evidence. Visitors welcome.

Wed./Sat. 18/21 July. Summer Meeting of Bristol & Glos. Archaeological . - -
Society, at Cardiff, - It is understood that their president,
Dr. Glyn Daniel, will be present and will spesk at megalithic
monuments to be visited. .

Thurs. /Sun, 6/9'Se'pt.' Summer Conference of the Prehistoric Society at
Dorchester.

CURRENT AND FORTHCOMING- EXCAVATIONS

BExcavations by B.A«RelGe

St, James's Priory Church, Haymarket, Brl'stol' Tt is intended to undertake

an emergency excavation on this site between Easter and W 1tsun. Details
obtainsble fran the.City luseum. . ' -

Lower Knapp Farm,” Com, Glos. It is hoped to-undertake further work
at this site, which is yielding Secondary Neolithic pottery, -in.-the near

future. In the meantime the Committee are examining-the site with geophysical

applisnces. Details will in due course be obtainable from the City i{useua.

Other Excavations

Cheddsr. Saxon Palace 'site. Our Excevations.idviser, Mr. P. A. Rahtz, is
conducting an important and extensive excavation on this site, on behslf of
the Ministry of Works, and is able ‘to acconmodate as many volunteers as can

o &y

\J

be obtained. Apply to ir. P. A. Rahtgz, -M.0.W. Ixcavstions, Manor Ferm, Cheddar,

Somerset.

Frocester Court Romen Villa (A.D. 250-400). Capt. H. S. Gracie will be
continuing excavstions from 16th iprdil till 1%th lisy, and from 1st August
till mid-September. Volunteers will be welcome, but beginners should not try
to start at the weekend. Apply to Cept. H. S. Gracie, F.S.4i., The Yew, Pin-
farthings, Amberley, Glos,

)
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Castle Neroche (Medieval fortified site), Somerset. This excavation will
be continued under the joint direction of ir. Brian K. Davison and
Mr. G. Hewtin, from 13th August till 1st September. Apply to The Secretary,
Somerset Archaeologicel Society, Taunton Cestle, Taunton, before May 15th, 1762

Nettleton, Wilts., Excavations at the Romeno-British Temple=ilausoleum
by the Fosse ay N. E. of Bath will be continued under the direction of
Mr. W. J. Wedlske from L4th till 11th August. Apply to F.J.Greening,
Comerton Excavation Club, 19 Portland Place, Bath, Somerset.
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