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Opposite the rivet at the same end is another rivet
hole. BWL 71 W .. SF1740. Vicarage garden:
Bronze-working neriod. 14th-15th century.

(15) Ring. BWL 71 _). SF459. Garden Area: G18.
17th century.

(16) Hook, possibly for fishing. BWL 71 UN. SF910.
B1: Phase IV. P156. 17th century.

(17)  Small plate with incised decoration on one side,
and two rivet holes. BWL 71 NG. SF556. Garden

:a: Hospitaller occunation. Late 14th century.

(18) Strap-end buckle. L. .. .. 71 QT. SF1532. Vicarage
garden? P:136. 14th cen |

(19) Strap-end buckle. BWL 71 UZ. SF1134. B4: Phase
1. 15th century.

(20) Double-sided buckle. BWL 71 ZBR. SF1133. B3:
Phase II. 15th-16th century.

(21) Double-sided buckle decorated with incised hnes.
BWL 71 WP. SF1184. B1: Phase IV. 17th century.
Fitting consisting of two plates roughly in the shape
of elongated triangles, held together with a conical-
headed rivet. The narrow end of the upper,
thicker plate is trimmed to make it still narrower
and folded over into a loop or hinge. L .. . 71 ZAL.
SF1465. B1: Phase I1.2. Early 16th century.

(23) Book clasp with three rivets. Incised decoration
around rivet holes and at hinge end. BWL 71 .. ..
SF1098. B1: Phase IV. 17th century.

(24) Binding strip broken off at both ends at the
position of rivet holes. BWL 71 XU. SF1702. B1:
Phase IV. 17th century.

(25) Part of rim and lug of a chafing dish. BWL 71 ED.
Garden Area: G18. 17th century.

Other Metals

(26) Lead cloth seal with privy mark. BV 71 CK.
SF96. Garden Area: Gardening Layer.

(27) Lead disc with central hole. BWL 71 RQ. SF
Vicarage garden: Bronze-working period. 14th-
15th century.

(28) Bowl and stem of pewter spoon. BWL 71 .....
SF770. Garden Area: Hospitaller occupation. 14th
century.

Stone Objects

(29) Part of a mould of fine-grained sandy limestone
possibly for casting metal pins. BWL 71 WP.
SF1734. B1: Phase IV. 17th century.

(30) Circular disc of pennant sandstone with central
hole. Probably a weight. BWL 71 _.OT. SF2134.
B1: Phase II.1. 15th century.

Bone Objects

(31) Needle. BWL 71 ED. SF456. Garden Area: G18.
17th century.
(32) Needle. BWL 71 ZDN. SF1182. B4: Phase 1. 15th

century.

(33) Ivory pin. Circular head missing. Shaft decorated
with incised hines and ridges. Scorched at pointed
end, actual point broken, or possibly cut off. BWL
717"~ B3: Phase I1. 15th-16th century.

(34) Cylindrical object with turned decoration. BWL 71
NE. SF1488. B3: Phase IV. 17th century.

(35) Circular object (possibly a button) with central
hole concentric ridges towards the edge. BWL 71
OA. SF2245. B1: Phase IV/V. P109 infill. 18th
century.

(36) Comb v " two different sizes of teeth. BWL 71
OK. SF1160. B1: Phase 11I/IV. G20 infill. 17th
century.

(37) Part of knife handle with iron rivet. BWL 71 RC.
SF1807. Garden Area: Hospitaller occupation.
Early 15th century.

(38) Knife handle with “dimpled” decoration. BWL 71
SA. SF888. B1: Phase IV. 17th century.
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Handsworth near Birmingham (Morris 1992, 55, 3).

The areas to the south and west of Minster House
were used as gardens. There were floral or herb borders
along the south and west walls which were defined and
confined by upright stone slabs set in the garden soil.
Further west, beyond the garden boundary w ™ ™ re
were many, north-south running, stone drains dating
from the 15th century. They carried water down to the
Marsh and the river Avon south of the abbey. The
drains were well-maintained, some were subsequently
replaced with brick construction and eventually with
stoneware pipes which followed the original medieval
stone courses.

In addition to the replacement of drains, installation
of fire-places and various changes in use for rooms
within Minster House, there were large stone structures
newly built below ground. These well-constructed
features were found north of Minster House and two in
the area east, near the cloister. They were probably
septic tanks though one to the east may have served as a
water cistern. It measured 3.20 x 2.70 x 1.60m.

All of the Minster House builc ;s and earlier
structures were demolished in 1884, much of the
demoliton rubble being used to level up the ground
surface between the Cathedral west front and the abbey
gatehouse. The area was then consolidated as an open
space and given over to grass and pathways. The site
was tolally excavated to the level of the natural Mercian
Mudstone and the underl’ ©  Quartzitic Sandstone. The
bell-pit, at its east end was not fully excavated. As well
as revealing an intensive sequence of building and
rebuilding in an area which was a busy thoroughfare
between the gatehouse and the cloister, a considerable
quantitiy of finds were recovered.

FINDS

A large amount of animal bone and shell were found.
sted a high standard of diet.
Oysters were common and recorded in association with

The animal bone has s

mussels, cockles and whelks. A considerable quantity of
medieval ceramic roof-tiles accounted for most of the
finds in the cellarium demolition levels in the 15th
century. The use of ceramic roof-tiles as opposed to the
more usual locally derived, Pennant Sandstone tiles is,
perhaps, a further reflection of the wealth of the abbey.
Fragments of decorated medieval floor-tiles included
those with the rebus of Abbot Newland or Nailheart, a
pierced and bleeding heart, as decoration.

Amongst the coins were a penny of Henry II (1247-
1272), jettons of the 15th and 16th century from France
and the Rl :land, coins of Charles IT {1660-1685) and
William ITI (1694-1702) and a far *° g of Victoria dated
1881. Architectural fragments which dated from the
12th century, consisted of window fragments and
voussoirs, some bearing later graffiti. Vessel glass of the
17th-18th century and much 19th century leaded
window glass were found along with many clay tobacco
pipes, including a highly decorated bowl and stem made

in Gouda, Holland which depicts a figure of Emperor
Frederick the Great of Prussia (1740-1786) (pers comm
R. Jackson).

Pierced oyster shells may represent Pil ~ bac_ A
decorated worked bone, handle fragment, from a post-
medieval context, contained possible niello inlay while
an ivory toothbrush is inscribed ‘G. JONES
REGISTERED 10 SEP 1844°. There was a large
quantity of bell-mould fragments and some copper-alloy
waste. Pottery dated from the ~ “th-19th centuries. It
included Ham Green and Redclitfe wares of ¢.12th-14th
centuries. Post-medieval pottery was well-represented
with a fine example of a 16th century Cologne stoneware
mug or tankard, decorated with a voluptous lady, and
part of a “Toft’ type slipware plate of the 17th century.
Biscuit-fired earthenware and a trivet may have come
from the early 18th century tin-glazed earthenware
potteries in Limekiln Lane further to the west (Jackson
et al 1991, 25, 89-114).

Some of the most intriguing finds are fragments of
medieval and post-medieval inscribed slate (Fig. 7). The
medieval pieces were associated with the cellarium. One
piece depicts a figure with large moustaches, perhaps
the cellarer or a teacher complete with possible stylus in
his right hand. The other side contained part of an
alphabet and possibly the word ‘Bristol’. Other pieces
appeared to represent inven! 5 of goods or stores
perhaps in the cellaritm. These ™ -slates were scored
with parallel horizontal lines which were then ised
with short vertical strokes divided by a circle symbol
into groups of eight.

These may reflect quantities measured in stones,
gallons, bushels or quarts, perhaps of produce delivered
to the abbey from the monastic farms, granges and mills.
Quarts of barley, wheat and oats are all mentioned in
the late 15th century manorial accounts for the abbey
(Sabin, 1960, 204).

One tally-slate even contains a possible sketch of
a single-masted ship, perhaps a trow, lighter or cog
(Fig. 8). Such a vessel may have brought the supplies to
the abbey up the river Avon to the south or the river
Frome on the east. Similar ships are shown plying the
rivers on Hoefnagle’s plan of Bristol dated 1581 and
Millerd’s plan of the “cittie’ of 1673,

SUMMARY
During the excavations many guided tours were g
for groups of visitors including tourists, school parties,
other council departments and the public in general. An
Open Day on site which offered regular tours and a
display of the finds, was well attended. The excavations
featured in one of the Museum Summer Walks which
also included the Cathedral and the Lord Mayor’s
Chapel. This event attracted up to 200 people. A free
information leaflet was available as were site display
boards which illustrated some of the documentary
evidence as well as the progress of the excavation.

A film of the College Green area was made to
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excavations; Mr. R. Jones, Head Porter at the Central
Library for giving access to the library roof; to Dr. W,
Rodwell for his advice and encouragement; and to the
following for preliminary comments on the finds, Mr. D.
P. Dawson for information on the coins, Dr. M. Smith
for help with the conduit, glass and the cathedral bells,
Dr. J. Bettey for documentary material, G. Barber for
comments on the animal bone, R. Jackson for
identification of clay tobacco pipes, C. Whittick for
deciphering the inscribed slate, A. G. Smith for mollusc
classification and R. Burchill for information on the
pottery. Also to my colleagues  the City Museum and
Art Gallery, G. L. Good and J. Bryant site supervisor
and surveyor respectively, Sheena Stoddard for the
1 its, Fiona Macalister for conservation, Andy Cotton
for the photographs, Barbara Robertson and Ann Linge
for the plans and illustrations and Pip Jones for typing
ont the text.

. ..€ excavations and survey would not have been
successfully accomplished without the combined efforts,
in all weathers, of a small excavation team particularly
Sarah Fletcher, Natasha Dodwell, Sandy Marcolini, Ken
Sims, John Turner, John Minkin, 1
and June Powell and the many volunteers whose work
was most appreciated. All site records and finds are
placed in the care of Bristol City Museum and Art
Gallery: the Assessment Accession number is BRSMG
37/1991 and the Minster House Excavations Accession
number is BRSMG 17/1992.

Longman, David
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AN AnCoAF®™ 9GY OF THE jEWRY 1N
ME -1, VAL =RISTOT

G. Pepper

Although historical sources' tell us that Bristol had one
of the larger Jewish communities in medieval England,
no really full archaeological study of Bristol Jewry has
been attempted. This is perhaps surprising, given the
considerable archaeological evidence recovered from the
city. This short paper is an attempt to encourage such
research, and is in part a summary of a dissertation
prepared for the Department of Medieval Archaeology
at University College, London, by the author’.

THE BRISTOL , .. Y

The Anglo-Jewry were first established in 1066,
immediately after the Norman Conquest. Although Jews
were forbidden by Christian Law to engage in trade or
industry, they were allowed to lend money for interest
(usury), which Christians were not. Much of the hatred
which was inflicted on the Jews in this period stems from
this fact, as well as the frequent charges of ritual
murder, brought by the anti-semitic populace. The
comments of Pollock and Maitland sum up the situation
of the Jews in English society “... the Jew can have
nothing that is his own, for whatever he acquires, he
acquires not for himself but for the King; for the Jews
lived not for themselves but for others™
was forbidden the community was stripped of its raison
d‘etre, its entire position of legality and its very being'.

. When usury

Thus in some ways the community’s sad expulsion in
1290 was a predictable eventuality.

Study by Leech®, suggests that there were two main
areas of Jewish settlement in medieval Bristol, both
occurring at different periods. The first appears to have
existed outside the walls, and then shifted to the Peter
Street area®. This kind of movement is parallelled in
England only at Cambridge, although Jewries situated
by the town walls are well known on the continent’.

JEWISH SITES

There are three sites of importance in Bristol. In 1987
there was the remarkable find of a mikveh (a Jewish
ritual bath) in Jacobs Well Road, and because the
structure had survived intact behind a wall, no
excavation was needed, but merely a survey®. The
structure held the oldest Hebrew inscription known
from this countrv. Unusually this mikveh is some

distance from the communal centre. Two other sites are
also important to this study. Peter Street, a site of 1975
contained a stone ¢  ture which had been “demolished
or perhaps burned in the 13th century™. Here there
was a great amount of intensive disturbance to the
stratification. Among other finds here was a 12th
century oolitic limestone cresset lamp, found reused in a
cellar wall'". Subsequent stone robbing, cellar
construction, cess-pits and other pits dug through floor

s, have severely curtailed the evidence. Excavation
was conducted in nearby Mary-le-Port Street'. Here the
hollow way excavated in 1962-1963 displays differing
poicies of rubbish disposal along its length. Both the
excavations at Mary-le-Port Street and Peter Street
illustrate the shift of Jewry from outside St Giles’s Gate
to a position very close to the castle, a position which
was usual for the Jewish community, and a position
noted at Thetford and Norwich'.

JEWISH ARTEFACTS

As this paper will seek to show, there is no reason why
this distinct ethnic group should not use a distinctive
group of artefacts, which should be looked for when
excavating local sites, especially when they are
historically documented as being in a Jewish area. The
apparent lack of Jewish material from the centre of city
excavations in London, York and Hereford raises the
question of what exactly is a Jewish artefact? Are they
simply those artefacts containing Jewish inscriptions,
such as the mikveh inscription? This paper suggests that
it is possible to identify a range of artefacts, none of
which is inscribed, but which when found in association
with each other, might signify a Jewish presence. To test
this suggestion, a number of sites were used in the city of
London™.

In London, five artefact types were selected for the
initial distribution survey counters, scales, lead
tokens, lamps and louvres". The first three all relate to
money-lending activities, the lamps may have been of
ritual significance to the Jews and the louvres represent
the presence of stone houses, which we know were not
infrequently owned by Jews, since they afforded more
protection than timber buildings.

The distribution map showed that the majority of the
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artefacts had been recovered not from occupation sites
but from riverside reclamation dumps which
incorporated considerable quantities of refuse now
known to have been collected from middens all over the
city. However once those redeposited waterfront
artefacts were exclunded from the calculations, a much
clearer picture evolved. All the lead tokens, 73% of the
scales, 65% of the louvres. 58% of the counters and
25% of the lamps had come from just four sites in the
city. These are clearly statistically significant
proportions. With certain provisions, such combinations
of artefacts may thus be argued to represent a Jewish
presence.

APPLYING THE THEORY TO BRISTOL
Applying this idea to Bristol was limited to the two sites
mentioned in the text: Mary-le-Port Street and Peter
Street.

PETER L ...L..
Here, one of the outstanding problems was the inability
to associate artefacts with particular structures.
Nevertheless all those artefacts described appear on the
site, and in some quantity (pers comm E. Boore). This is
particularly noticeable with regard to counters. More
counters have been on the Peter Street site than from
any other site in the city. Eight belonging to the 12th
century and twelve to the 13th century and they occur in
stone and slate. Having noted this is a Jewish site, we
can begin to look at other interesting features, which
tht not otherwise have been noted. One feature is the
presence of iron meat hooks. Period V provides a wealth
of evidence relating to a al butchery such as
whetstones, "¢ blades and a large quantity of a = 1l
bones bearing marks of butchery. When looking at this
we have to remember that the Jewish community had to
do its own butchery and koshering of meat, independent
of the rest of the population. One particularly
interesting feature of the finds is a copper-alloy lamp,
and lamps are a feature of London Jewry sites®.

MARY-LE-PORT

Excavations meanwhile at Mary-le-Port show a similar
policy of rubbish disposal. Particular interest should be
focused on the discussion of faunal remains by Ms B.
Noddle" “Whatever method of analysis was employed,
however, from the point of view of the consumer, there
can be little doubt that the bulk of meat eaten was beef,
and pig the least. In the writers experience this has
always been the case with urban material of this period,
but this proportion of pig is the lowest yet found. Hence
there may be some additional reason for it, such as
religious dietry restrictions, support for which should be
sought from the excavated artefacts”. Further evidence
that this might be a Jewish site is provided by the
presence of two tokens and a Nuremberg style jetton',
and further by the presence of part of a set of scales,

made of copper-alloy®, from the _ Hlific dirt levels of

the hollow way. This suggestion is her supported by

historical records which indicate Jewish settlement in
the vicinity of Mary-le-Port.
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ARCoArOLOGY IN Bris1 QT 1990-92
(Ed) Brue Wi*ams

This report summarizes the fieldwork of the Field
Archaeology Section (Bristol Archaeology) of Bristol
Museums and Art Gallery from January 1990 to
December 1992. Our thanks for financial assistance
must go principally to Bristol City Council, the Dean
and Chapter of Bristol Cathedral, Mount Charlotte
Thistle Hotels and the Bristol Threatened History
Society.

—..auAVA..DNS
BRISTOL CAT" " DJRAL (see interim report by E. J.

Boore — this issue).

CAL . ... PARK, City. (BRSMG Accs. No. 16/1992;

ST 592 732)

Excavations and monitoring during re-landscaping
works on this open space in the historic centre of Bristol
concentrated on uncovering a 40m length of the south
curtain wall (12th/13th-century) immediately inside the
Barbican Gate. The wall survives to a height/depth of
several metres and contains three arrow-loops or
ventilators and a garderobe shute. Numerous re-builds
were recorded in the wall, the most substantial probably
attributable to Henry 1IIs works in the 1220s. Built
against the inside of the wall was a substantial range of
stone buildings, one with fine ashlar quoins.

A 10m length of the west curtain, rear wall of the
barbican gate, and north wall of the barbican were also
revealed.

Outside the area of the castle, and northwest of St.
Peter’s Church, the remains of St. Edith’s Well was
discovered. Dating from the early part of the 14th
century, the well served the local community, until it
went out of use, for health reasons, in the 19th century.

(Bruce .. illiams)

CYDER HOUSE PASSAGE, Broad Street, City
(BRSMG Accs. No. 13/1990)

Excavations with financial assistance from N uant
Charlotte Thistle Hotels uncovered the remains of a
12th-century stone building. This was a rare
opportunity to examine and investigate an early building
within the walls of the Norman town and complemented
a previous excavation on an adjacent plot in Tower Lane

(Medieval Archaeol., XXV (1981), 205-06; E. J. Boore,
Excavations at Tower Lane, Bristol (1984). There was
evidence for major alterations to the building in 13th,
14th and 16th centuries, culminating in its conversion to
a ‘Cyder House’ in the 18th century. Limited resources
did not allow more than a cursory mination of the
area around the building, but a number of pits were
excavated, inch ™" ; a cesspit containing Saxo-Norman
pottery.

(Les Good)

EVALUATIONS/WATCHING BRIEFS

24 GRO.. ROAD, Redland. (BRSMG Aces No.

48/1992; ST 5757 7489).

A trench parallel with Grove Road found no evidence

for archaeology prior to the construction of an 18th-

century cottage. Ope sherd of Samian Ware was found.
(Bruce Williams)

PARKINSON EST<. . ., Horfield. (BRSMG 49/1992;

ST 603 780)

Extensive trenching of the area bounded by Macauley
Road, Cropthorne Road and Eden Grove found no
archaeological features.

(Bruce Williams)

1 ST GEORGE’S ROAD, City. (BRSMG Acecs No.
7/1992); ST 5825 7288)

Trial trenching established that the site had been
terraced in to the hillside behind in the 18th century. An
east-west ditch, 1.2m across, may define the northern
boundary of the lands of St Augustine’s Abbey.
Numerous sherds of 14th-century pottery probably
arrived on the site in hillwash from Brandon Hill on the
north.

(Bruce Williams)

GOLDEN L...L, Horfield. (BRSMG 66/92; ST 587 774)
Prior to development of this site a magnetometer survey
was undertaken. This revealed several anomalies which
required further investigation. A watching brief during
development of the site found numerous sherds of
Romano-British pottery. A field boundary and
numerous field drains were recorded.

(Rod Burchill)
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