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1

51). The presence of the tile may indicate a nearby religious
building.

Among the medieval roof furniture there are only four
sherds of medieval roof tiles (99g) and a possible louver
(50g). This is a curved sherd with a cut-out hole, green-
glazed all-over (context 15357). The tiles are all ridge tiles
and have a green-glazed exterior surface. The fabric is a
coarse version of the Bristol ware pottery fabric, making
them 13th—15th century in date. They were found in contexts
16050 (area 2F), 15426 (area 3, fill of medieval pit 15427)
and 15155 (area 2A, a medieval soil layer). The presence of

i Area of soot

0 "Ocm

P13
Fig. Il Medieval local wares (fabrics AAl, Bath A, Ham Green and Bristol wares.

only ridge tiles, and their sparse numbers, would indicate the
existence of a medieval building whose ridge was covered
with ceramic tiles, but used an alternative material for the
slopes of the roof, such as stone, slate or wooden shingles.
As for more recent building materials, roofing tiles
were also present in the form of a few pantiles. These have
the characteristic red, hard fabric and sinuous S profile
and were found across several contexts (Table 9). Several
20th-century wall and floor tiles were also recovered,
te :ther with a few modern bricks; in general the bricks
recovered were tiny slivers, and it was possible only in
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AT7 1 CONTEa1

SHEKDD>

Medieval roof tile 2F 16050 1
2A 15155 2

2B 15426 1

Medieval finial 2B 15347 1
Medieval floor tile VSH 1114 1
Wall tile 2B 15310 2
2B 15310 1

2B 15310 2

2B 15310 1

Modern brick 2A 15128 1
2A 15090 1

2A 15147 1

2B 15360 1

VSH 1114 1

2A 15140 1

2B 15519 2

2B 15608 2

1535 1

2A 1520 3

2A 15291 |

2A 15140 1

- 15352 1

2F 16107 1

Modermn roof tile 2F 16068 2
2F 16091 I

2C 15716 1

VSH 1106 1

2C 15676 2

2A 15000 1

2B 15514 1

2A 15291 6

2B 15380 1

2C 15676 2

2B 15596 2

2B 15352 1

VSH 1181 1

2C 15789 1

VSH 1100 2

2B 15351 1

1572 1

VSH 1100 1

Table 9 Distribution of ceramic building material.

three instances to record any measurements; these are
shown in Table 9.

Other clay objects

Other clay objects recovered from the excavation are six
marbles, three of them in plain red clay and the remaining
three in mixed red and white clays. They are all unglazed.
They appeared associated with another stone marble, all
from context 15650, and also with a smaller bead made out
of white clay (9mm diameter; pierced through the middle).
The clay marbles are all of similar dimensions, with varying
diameters of 20, 17 and 15mm. This context is of interest

WEIGHT (g)
72
16
1
50
38
49 Brown wall or floor tile
Wall tile
15 Wall tile; stamped ‘Made in England... ir. ___2s’
10 Corner wall tile
17
50
0 5.2cm thick
0
5
75 5.7cm thick
19
25
51
17
20
199 5.7cm thick
3
4
100 Pantile
82 Pantile
17 Pantile
3 Pantile
68 Pantile
3 Pantile
9 Pantile
315 Pantile
113 Pantile
429 Pantile
164 Pantile
12 Pantile
6 Pantile
44 Pantile
118 Pantile
439 Pantile
87 Machine-made.
Stamped:|SO]; "~ RSET TRADING Co Ld [FACE]
BRIDGWATER |...]LATE BROWNE & CO
85 Nibbed flat tile

Madarn etanawara canitary nine

since among the pottery recovered there is a tiny tray made
of white stoneware, which is also a toy, probably to use in a
doll’s house (P47). Finds from this context are unstratified,
but a further porcelain toy, this time in the shape of a tiny tea
cup (P48), was found in context 15680, also of 19th-century
date.

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank Clare McCutcheon and the late Alan
Vince for their comments on some of the sherds, Chris
Gerrard for reading and commenting on the text and Yvonne
Beadnell for the pottery illus” " >ns.












38 Bristol and Avon Archaeology 26

generally show a good survival and recovery rate in most
bone assemblages and also provide useful age and biometric
data. Avian bones from the wing and leg were recorded
using the zonal method after Cohen and Serjeantson (1996),
but were only recor if they retained at least one complete
articular surface. Bones that could not be assigned to species
have been quantified into general size categories and small
splinters into general taxonomic categories (e.g. mammal
and avian). 7 " information is presented in order to provide
an overall fragment count.

The above methods of quantification reduce the over-
recording of fragmented material to give a truer indication
of species proportions. The number of specimens identified
to species (or NISP) was calculated for all taxa (Archive
Table 1), but the minimum numbers of individuals (or MNI)
was only calculated for the most common taxa (Archive
Tables 3 and 4). The MNI was calculated by simply dividing
the total number of fragments of each skeletal element by
the number present in the body.

The following standard methods were used to distinguish
between related taxa, and record age, biometric data and
other relevant information: Bailon (1999); Boessneck
(1969); Grant (1982); Grigson (1982); Halstead (1985);
Hambleton (1999); Harcourt (1974); MacDonald (1992),
O’Connor (1989); Payne (1973, 1985 and 1987); Payne
and Bull (1988); Silver (1969); Von den Driesch (1976);
Von den Driesch and Boessneck (1974). Details relating to
mandibular wear stages and biometric data can be found in
appendices 1 and 2 of the site archive.

Information on gnawing, butchery, pathology and
non-metric traits was recorded where present. Butchery
was recorded by type (i.e. chop,[ '~ cut, sawn), position
and orientation (using standard anatomical terms and
orientation). Pathological conditions were categorised
were possible and detailed descriptions made as to form
and location. The following non-metric traits were also
recorded where possible: reduction/absence hypoconulid;
presence/absence of p2; presence of premolar foramina and
characteristics of the mental foramina.

Results

Recovery

approximately 72% of fragments were recovered by hand
during the normal course of excavation and the remaining
28% were retrieved from sample residues. The sieved
assemblage includes a large number of small unidentifiable
fragments; indeed only 16% of fras its could be
identified to species however, this fraction includes 33% of
all identified bird bones, 75% of all small mammal bones,
and all of the amphibian bones recovered from the site.
The hand-recovered assemblage includes a greater number
of large fragments and complete specimens, and this is
reflected in the higher rate of identification (c.44%).

Preservation
The majority of fragments are in a good state of preservation,
cortical surfaces are intact and surface det = are clear

and easily observed. A small number of fragments (c3%),
most of which are from Iron Age and Roman contexts, are
poorly preserved. These fragments generally have corroded,
exfoliated or cracked cortical surfaces, and abraded edges.
These types of damage are likely to have occurred as a result
of surface exposure and could indicate that some bone is
residual having been reworked or re-deposited from earlier
contexts.

Gnaw marks made by domestic dogs were recorded on
only 1% of post-cranial fragments. This is an extremely
low incidence and suggests that the majority of bone waste
was rapidly buried or that dogs were Hle to access it.
Given the number of complete/partial skeletons from pits
it is not too surprising that these features were back-filled
relatively quickly. If the skeletons listed in Archive __ble
2 are removed from the equation, then the proportion of
gnawed post-cranial bones increases slightly to 1.4%.

Spatial distribution

The majority of bone fragments were recovered from features
and deposits located in areas 2A (27%) and 2B (38%) of
the site. The remaining 35% is split between areas 2C, 2F
and VSH. Pits produced some of the largest collections of
animal bone; indeed 86% of the medieval assemblage and
60% of the post-medieval assemblage was recovered from
this feature type (see Archive Table 2).

Summary of the Iron Age, Roman and modern assemblages

T area of Bedminster is thought to have been a rural
settlement during the Romano-British periods (Russell and
Williams 1984). The animal bone evidence from the Mail
Marketing site is limited but adds to the growing corpus of
data from sites in Bristol, for example 4 3 West Street,
Highwood House and Sea Mills.

Iron Age and Roman material was recovered from
areas 2A-2C and VSH. Identified bones from the Iron
Age assemblage include a cattle radius, pig incisor and
the third phal: _ from a horse. A single rabbit ulna was
also identified and indicates later contamination due to
burrowing. Sheep, cattle, pig, horse, house or wood mouse
and frog bones have all been identified from Roman
contexts. Loose teeth and mandibles from sheep cattle
are relatively common. Mandibles suggest the presence of
sheep aged 2—4 years, adult and senile cattle. Two bones
from a foal aged less than 15-18 months were identified
from pit 15617 and one worked cattle metacarpal was
recorded from context 15401.

Nineteen modern contexts produced animal bone;
identified species include sheep, cattle, pig, dog, chicken
and duck. Pig bones are relatively abundant and include the
partial skeleton of a 21-27 month from feature 15223. A
second partial skeleton was identified from pit 16142. In this
instance the animal is an adult dog and has an estimated
mean withers (or shoulder) height of 0.60m. Two bone
objects were also recovered. They include a small button
(SF571) and a ring from well fill 15680.


































































60 Bristol and Avon Archaeology 26

Spencer, B, 1983 Limestone-Tempered Pottery from South Wales
in the Late Iron Age and Early Roman Period, Bulletin Board
Celtic Studies 30, 405-19,

Stace C, 1997 New Flora of the British Isles. Cambridge University
F .

Strong, S, 2004 Lace tags. In K. Rodv ~ ind R. Bell, Acton Court:
The evolution of an early Tudor courtier’s house, — lish
Heritage, London, 400-3.

Tomber, R, & Dore, J, 1998 The National Roman fabric reference
collection: a handbook, Museum of London / English Heritage/
British Museum.

Trow-Smith, R, 1957 A History of British Livestock Husbandry to
1700. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Ventura, D, 1991 La maiolica del centro Italia negli scvi del
a Savona, Atri Convegno Internazionale della Ceramica
XXIv, 12 41.

Vince, A, 1977 The medieval and post-medieval ceramic industry
of the Malvern region: the study of a ware and its distribution.
In D. P. S. Peacock (ed) Pottery and earlv commerce.
Characterisation and trade in Roman and later ceramics.
London, 257-305.

Vince, A, 1979 Fabric types. In B. Cunliffe (ed) Excavations in
Barh 195 975, Committee for Rescue Archaeology in Avon,
Gloucestershire and Somerset Excavation Report 1, 27-51.

Vince, A, 1984 The Medieval Ceramic Industry of the Severn
Valley, unpubl PhD thesis, Southampton University.

Vince, A, 1988 .~ 'y medieva h pottery in Viking Dublin.
In G. M. Niocaill and P. F." (eds), Keimelia. Studies in
medieval archaeology and history in memory of Tom Delaney.
Galway University Press, 254-270.

Von den Driesch, A. and Boessneck, J, 1974 Kritische anmerkungen
zur widerristhohenberechnung aus Langenmassen vor-
und fruhgeschichtlicher Tierknochen, Saugetierkundliche
Mineilungen 22, 325-348.

Von den Driesch, A, 1976 A Guide to the Measurement of Animal
Bones from Archaeological Sites. Peabody Museum Bulletin 1.
Cambridge Mass., Harvard University.

Wainwright, G J, 1979 Gussage All Saints; an Iron Age Settlement
in Dorset. London, Department of Environment Archaeology
Report 10.

Wheeler, R E M, and Wheeler, T V, 1932 Report on the Excavation
of the Prehistoric, Roman and Post-Roman Site in Lydney
Park, Gloucestershire. London, Society of Antiquaries Report
9.

Wilmott, H,2002 Early post-medieval vessel glass in England. CBA
Research Report 132. York, Council for British Archaeology.

Wilmot, H, 2003. An Assessment of the Glass. In Young, A.
C., 2003. The Mail Marketing Site, Bedminster, Bristol:
Archaeological Trial Excavation Project (BSMR 21730) Avon
Archaeological Unit Limited unpublished report.

Woodward, A, 1989. The Prehistoric Pottery. In P. Ellis, Norton
" sarren 7" rt: a Report on the Excavations by Nancy
and Philip Langmaid between 1968 and 1971, Proceedings of
the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society 133,
1-74.

Woodward, A 1990, The Bronze Age pottery. In M. Bell 1990
Brean Down Excavations [1983-1987. English Heritage
Archaeological Report 15, 121-45.

Woodward, A, 2000. The late Bronze Age and Iron Age ceramic
type series. In J. Barrett, P. Freeman and A. Woodward 2000
Cadbury Castle Somerset; The later prehistoric and early
historic archaeology. London, English Heritage Archaeological
Report 20, 325-46.

Woodward, A, 2000. Cadbury 4 to Cadbury 10 revisited and
the revised phasing scheme. In J. Barrett, P. Freeman and A.
Woodward Cadbury Castle Somerset; The later prehistoric
and early historic archaeology. London, — glish Heritage
Archaeological Report 20, 28-43.

Woodward, P J, Davies, S M and Graham, A H, 1993 Excavations
at the Old Methodist Chapel and Greyhound Yard,
Dorchester 1981-84 Dorchester. Dorset Natural History and
Archaeological Society Monograph 12.

Yorkston, D E, 1998. Site off Sheene Road, Bedminster, Bristol:
Archaeological Evaluation Project (BSMR 20309) Avon
Archaeological Unit Limited unpublished report.

Young, A C, 2003 The Mail Marketing Site, Bedminster, Bristol:
Archaeological Trial Excavation Project (BSMR 21730) Avon
Archaeological Unit Limited unpublished report.

Young, C J, 1 Oxfordshire  Roman pottery, British
Archaeological Reports 43,C =~ 1.

Young, D E'Y, 2009 Archaeological Excavation at Airpoint Block
C, West Street, Bedminster, Bristol (BHER 24602): Assessment
Report and Updated Project Design, Avon Archaeological
Unit Limited unpublished report.

Young, D. and Young, A, this volume. Archaeological Excavation
at 45-53 West Street, Bedminster, Bristol — 2005,

Zohary, D. and Hopf, M, 1994 Domestication of Plants in the Old
World -Second Edition, Clarendon Press, Oxford.
















































76 Bristol and Avon Archaeology 26

from closed form containers such as jars used to keep
the moisture away from dry foods, to retain the moisture
within pots, or as cookpots. One of the illustrated vessels
(Fig. 4.2) is an example of a small diameter jar used as a
cookpot. Evidence of use to support these interpretations
comes from the correlated presence of burnishing on sherds
with lir cale or burnt milk, pitting out of calcareous
inclus"  from the fabrics and carbonised residues or soot.
Eight different vessels, based on variations in fabric type
and location of recovery displayed evidence of use; all but
one had also been burnished. The very high frequency of
burnished surfaces is a cultural trait typical of the later Iron
Age in this area.

Conclusions

The fabric types, shape of the identifiable jars, frequency
of surface treatment and correlated evidence of use are all
consistent with this small assemblage having been part of
the larger assemblage of middle-late Iron Age domestic
pottery from a settlement site identified at the neighbouring
Mail Marketing International site on West St, Bedminster
(Young and Young this volume).

RO " *N POTTERY
By Jane Timby

Introduction and methodology

The archaeological work resulted in the recovery of 375
sherds of Roman pottery weighing 6.8 kg, of which 90 sherds
came from the evaluation, the rest from the subsequent
excavation. The sherds were of variable condition with
some well-preserved pieces with joining sherds and some
more abraded sherds. The overall average sherd weight
for this material was 18g. The Roman pottery was sorted
macroscopically into fabrics based on firing colour and the

CODE
IMPORTS CGSAM Central Gaulish Samian
REGIONAL DOR BB/ Dorset black burnished ware
SOW BBI1 South west black burnished ware
OXF RS Oxfordshire colour-coated ware
SAV GT Savernake ware
SVW OX Severn Valley ware

LOCAL/ BWI
UNKNOWN BWF

black sandy ware
fine black sandy ware

BWFMIC fine black micaceous ware

CCl1 colour-coated ware

GWI hard grey ware

GW2 grey sandy ware

GW3 Hard blue—grey sandy ware
Gw4 Black sandy ware with grog
GWG1 Grey ware with grog

OXGR Oxidised ware with grog
OXID1 Oxidised hard sandy ware
OXID2 Coarse-tempered oxidised ware

Table 2 Quantification of the Romano-British pottery fabrics.

main visible inclusions in the fabrics. Known or named
regional or traded wares were coded using the National
Fabric Reference Collection codes (Tomber and Dore 1998).
More local or unsourced wares are coded specific to this
assemblage. The assemblage was quantified by sherd count,
weight and esi”  ted (rim) vessel equivalence and the data
entered onto an MS Excel spreadsheet, a copy of which is
deposited with the site archive. Table 2 provides a quantified
summary of the main wares identified.

Description of fabrics and forms

Imports

Central Gaulish Samian: four sherds were recovered.
Forms include cups of Dragendorff (D ) forms 33 and
80 and a large sherd of decorated bowl ot Drag 37. the
sherds appear to be Ant or later.

Regional

Dorset Black Burnished Ware (Tomber and Dore 1998,
127, DOR BB1): some 66 sherds of DOR BB1 were present,
3.7% by count of the assemblage. Vessels include jars with
acute and oblique burnis lattice (Fig. 8.3), flat rim bowls,
plain-rimmed dishes and flanged conical bowls. A very small
dish from ditch 665 has a sooted interior suggesting it may
have been used as a lamp (Figure 5.7). Typologically these
forms span the 2nd through to the later 3rd-4th centuries.

Southwest Black Burnished Ware (ibid, 129, SOW BB1):
a single bodysherd from a jar.

Oxfordshire Colour-Coated Ware (ibid, 176 OXF RS):
fourteen sherds were recorded including a beaker decorated
with barbotine scroll and a bowl] of Young (1977) form C45.

Savernake Ware (ibid, 191, SAV GT): two sherds only,
both from large jars.

» Wt T Wt EVE Y% EVE

4 1.1 132 19 22 39
66 176 1150 169 153 27.1
1 03 12 02 0 0.0
14 37 134 20 0 0.0
5 13 138 2.0 0 00
3 08 23 03 11 1.9
68 18.1 957 14.0 69 122
17 45 56 0.8 10 1.8
6 16 50 0.7 0 0.0
1 03 25 04 0 00
80 213 1386 203 83 14.7
84 224 1647 24.1 145 257
18 438 860 126 65 11.5
1 03 17 02 0 0.0
3 0.8 199 29 7 1.2
1 03 13 02 0 0.0
2 05 16 02 0 0.0
1 03 7 0.1 0 00
78 100 0 (R, 100.0 S68 100.0
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GWGI1: a moderately fine greyware with a sparse temper
of sub-angular grog. Possibly a Savernake variant. The only
featured form is a wheel made hooked rim jar.

OXGR: orange-brown surfaces with a dark grey core. The
fabric is hard and well fired with a slightly soapy feel. The
paste contains a sparse frequency of sub-angular grog,
occasional limestone and qua  sand. A single bodysherd.

OXID1: a very hard mid orange fabric with a grey inner
core. The paste has a slightly granular texture with a smooth
burnished exterior. At x20 magnification, the paste contains
a sparse scatter of well-sorted clear qua  grains in a clean
matrix. Two bodysherds only.

O2.._2 a brick red fabric with matt surfaces. At x20
magnification, the paste contains a sparse temper of mixed
and ill-sorted sub-angular grains, including quartz, flint,
quartzite and a fine-grained grey rock (7siltstone). The
larger grains are up to 1.5-2 mm in size. A single bodysherd.

Discussion

The Roman assemblage is extremely conservative with
a modest range of fabrics largely dominated by local
greywares. Continental traded wares are limited to four
sherds of Samian, all from Central Gaul and representing
1% of the assemblage by count. Regional wares account
for 23.7% of the total assemblage with Dorset black
burnished ware taking the larger share at 17.6 % by count.
Other regional wares include Southwest B " Burnished
ware, Oxfordshire colour-coated ware, Savernake ware and
Severn Valley ware. Three fabrics dominate the local wares,
fabrics BW1, GW1 and GW2 at 18%, 21% and 22% by
sherd count respectively. Although not sourced, the fabrics
probably come from the poorly documented North Somerset
industries exemplified by the kilns at Congresbury.

In terms of the vessel repertoire, the assemblage is
d " ated by jars, which account for 66.6% by EVE,
followed by bowls/dishes at 27.8% and drinking vessels
(cups, tankards) at 5.6%. This combined with the low
proportions of imported ware shows a fairly typical profile
for a ‘rural’ assemblage.

In of date, the Roman assemblage appears to
largely date from the mid-later 2nd through to the early 4th
century. There does not appear to be any continuity through
from the later Iron Age component, nor are there many wares
which need continu¢ > the later 4th century although the
assemblage represents quite a small sample.

Most of the Roman pottery was recovered from ditches
with one of the larger assemblages, 58 sherds, coming
from context 588, a possible recut ditch. The pottery (Figs.
5.9-11) suggests a 3rd century date for the fill, although
material from the primary fill (682) may be 2nd century.
Ditch 665 may be later 2nd century in = : but ditches 550,
554,592,597 and possibly pit 671 appear to be 3rd century.
The latest features on the site, on the basis of the Roman
pottery present, appear to be probable ditch 542 (543),
evaluation context (E131) and gully 679 (680).

There is limited kn ~ 2dge about Roman activity in this
area, although a range of Roman pottery of similar date was
recovered from the nearby Mail Marketing International site
(Young and Young this volume). Small scale Roman activity
has been documented south of the River Avon, inclu g
rural settlement, stray finds and two villas (Boore 1999, fig
2). R n occupation has been docun “:d from at least
two o suburbs of Bristol, Lawrence Weston (ibid) and
Filwood Park (Cox 1997), which is also south of the Avon.
The settlement at Filwood Park appears to be a 2nd-4th
century farmstead and may be of a similar nature to the
settlement producing the pottery from Bedminster.

Catalogue of illustrated sherds (Fig. 5)

1 Deep dish burnished internally and externally. . .bric

GW?2. Ditch 512 (511).

Flat thickened rim bowl. Fabric GW1. Ditch 512 (511).

Everted rim jar. Fabric DOR BB1. Ditch 512 (511).

Sharply everted rim jar. Fabric GW2. Ditch 665 (666).

Lid. Fabric BW1. Ditch 512 (511).

Dropped flat rim bowl. Fabric BW1. Ditch 512 (511).

Small dish with a sooted interior. Fabric DOR BBI.

Burnished line decoration. Ditch 665 (666),

8 Narrow necked jar with slipped exterior and burnished
line decoration. Fabric GW2. Ditch 665 (666), SF 14.

9 Bowl with a rounded body and burnished interior.
Fabric GW1. Ditch 588 (589).

10 Wide mouthed jar with burnished lattice decoration.
Burnished exterior. Fabric GW1. Ditch 588 (589).

11 Grooved rim bowl. Fabric BW1. Ditch 588 (589).

NAUhE W

Post-Roman Pottery
By Alejandra Gutiérrez

Introduction and methodology

Some 638 rds of pottery weighing around 11.6kg were
recovered during the excavation. 7~ assemblage includes
a small group of 42 sherds (1.1kg) from the evaluation of
the same site.

The pottery was sorted into fabrics with the aid of a
microscope (x20 magnification), counted and weighed. The
fill of features produced good-sized sherds (average 18g)
and complete profiles. Most of the assemblage consists
of modern wares of the 18th century and later, whereas
medieval wares are poorly represented and account for just
3% of the total number of sherds (1% by weight).

Medieval wares
Just 18 small sherds of medieval pottery were recovered
(Table 3). The main fabrics are:

HAM GRL_.[ JUGS (Fabric SS). Bristol. 12th to 13th
centuries (Barton 1963; Ponsford 1991). Grey core; buff
or white margins; pink, orange or buff interior surface.
Inclusions of well-sorted quartz, limestone and clay pellets.
Handmade and rim finished on low wheel. Green glaze on
exterior surface and over ~ interior of the rim only.
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Sequence, ich can b« = seal and contain archaeological
layers. Groundworks at Tower 1 exposed a shallow pit filled
with ash-rich deposits just over 1m below alluvial clay,
within the Wentlooge Sequence. Samples of the ash-rich
deposits couldn’t be dated, but their location wi = "1 the
Wentlooge Sequence indicate a possible prehistoric date.
Groundworks at Tower 26 also exposed a buried
sequence of deposits within the Wentlooge alluvial sequence
that are of significant geoarchaeological interest, with
possible evid : of ~ poy activity, reflecting a
buried wetland environment of late Bronze Age to Iron Age
date, with some evidence for burning episodes which may
be anthropogenic in character
Kevin Potter, AAL

Siston
Siston Hill Farm, Siston Common, ST 66295 75084. An
excavation and watching brief was undertaken prior to and
during the construction of a new housing development.
The work uncovered structural remains of a post-medieval
farm and coal mine, which included fragmentary remains of
a horse gin " two shafts. Siston Hill Farm existed
by the end of the 18th century; the coal mine was probably
established ¢ 1799 and closed between 1810 and 1839 and
the farm subsequently reverted to purely agricultural use.
The horse gin and farm buildings were d " = d without
record between 2004 and 2009.

Cai Mason, BaRAS

38 Siston Common, ST 366438 174305. A wat ~~  brief
behind the rear garden of R * ™7 1se revealed topsoil,
subsoil and weathered limestone bedrock. No features,
deposits or finds of any date were observed.

Bruce Williams, BWA

Stoke Gifford
Land at Coldharbour Lane, ST 6255 7775. An evaluation
recorded a post-medieval ditch, perhaps a former field
boundary pre-dating those depicted on Naston’s 1725 map
of Stoke Gifford.

Alistair Barber, CA

Wallscourt Park, Frenchay Campus, ST 58412 75925.
A watching brief undertaken during groundworks for the
construction of new student accc ydation uncovered a
stone wall associated with a pre-1853 farm, and a system of
stone-lined land drains, a quarry and a trackway associated
with agricultural improvements undertaken in the early
1850s.

Cai Mason, BaRAS

Thornbury
Rear of 23 St John Street, ST63838 90132. A drawn and
photographic record was made of this derelict, two-storey
cottage before demolition. A follow-up watching brief
during demolition revealed two principal rooms on the
ground floor, together with a small rear extension. The
building could not be dated archaeologically but appears
to have been in existence fr  at least the 1840s. During
the late 19th ce = - it was occupied by workers from the
nearby saw mill.

Bruce Williams, BWA

Land at Pound House Farm, Rockhampton, ST 6645 9271.
Excavation of nine trenches in advance of the construction
of a single wind turbine in a field to the north-east of the
main farm complex revealed unstratified sherds of probable
Roman roof tile in one trench and numerous V shaped and
bowl shaped cut features containing RB pottery in another
.
Rachel Heaton

Tytherington
Baden Hill Road, . 67028 88335. An evaluation of the
site revealed a partially intact late 19th/early 20th century
brick drain or soakaway but no archaeological deposits or
features were present. In particular, there was no evidence
of any activity associated with a medieval grange thought
to lie close to the site, which belonged to ™ * ntony Priory.
Tim Longman, BaRAS
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Abbreviations
BWA Bristol & West Archaeology
CA Cotswold Archaeology

The review of archaeology is arranged alphabetically by
parish and covers the four unitary authorities of Bath and
North-East Somerset, Bristol, North Somerset and South
Gloucestershire, formerly Avon County.

BA...A..0 NOKR. J-EAST SOMERC...

Bath

Land at Odd Down, ST 7418 6152. An evaluation by

Cotswold Archaeology revealed field boundary ditches, one

of which was cut by a rectangular prehistoric pit. Part of

a possible Roman ditched enclosure was also revealed, as

were remains that potentially formed part of the Wansdyke.
»om Weavill, CA

Pultney Road Gas Main Replacement. ST 7553 6426.
A watching brief by Cotswold Archaeology exposed a
limestone wall, abutted by post-medieval made ground
deposits. It seems likely that the wall represents the remains
of a structure that stood prior to the construction of the
Kennet and Avon Canal in the late 18th century.

Greg Crees. CA

Temple Precinct, ST 7505 6468. A watching brief by
Cotswold Archaeology revealed parts of the ex”  building,
which dates to the 1790s. Roman masonry blocks were
identified built into the building and some questions on the
dating of aspects of the basement structures were addressed.

Peter Davenport, CA

Thomas Street Gas Main Replacement. ST 7534 6580.
A watching brief by Cotswold Archaeology revealed no
archaeological remains.

Greg Crees. CA

Seven Dials, ST 7486 6476. A watching brief by
Cotswold Archaeology revealed no features or deposits of
archaeological interest.

Luke Brannlund, CA

Land at Silver Street, ST 6638 5299. An evaluation by
Cotswold Archaeology revealed possible postholes, a
possible pit and a palacochannel. A prehistoric worked flint
was recovered from the topsoil.

Jay Wood, CA

15 Somerset Place, ST 7442 6610. A watching brief by
Cotswold Archaeology revealed no deposits older than the
construction of the crescent in 1790-1821.

Simon Cox. CA

Keynsham
Keynsham, New Fry Club and FI Pitch. ST 9247 8849. An
excavation and watching brief were undertaken by Cotswold
Archaeology at the former Cadbury Factory and surrounding
land. The work revealed part of an enclosure, holding area,
and droveway re n likely for the management of
livestock. The evidence suggests that these features were in
use until the mid 2nd century AD and that they were located
on the western edge of an extensive Roman small town,
possibly that of Traiectus, previously identified through
excavation and geophysical survey.

Tim Havard, CA

Keynsham, Somerdale. ST 6562 6912. A watching brief by
Cotswold Archaeology revealed a prehistoric enclosure and
prehistoric pits, along with the remains of extensive Roman
or later quarrying. Post-medieval to modern boundaries
were also ider *7 1.

...m Havard, CA

BRISTOL

Bedminster
Filwood Park. ST 5952 6937. An evaluation by Cotswold
Archaeology revealed shallow ditches, a pit and a boundary
ditch, all of which were undated by finds but which might
be po: nedieval or later. The site lies within the former
Whitchurch Airport and a suspected backfilled bomb
crater was also found and several shrapnel fragments were
recovered from the topsoil.

Matt Nichol, CA

Knowle, Torpoint Road. ST 5873 7045. A wat®™ 1
brief by Cotswold Archaeology identified no remains of
archaeological interest.

Jay Wood, Jonathan Orellana, Tom Weavill, CA

Brislington
623-625 Bath Road, ST 61579 70983. An excavation and
watching brief in close proximity to the site of Brislington
Roman Villa revealed several tree throws and buried soil
horizon which contained sherds of Romano-British Pottery.
No significant archaeological remains were found.

Bruce Williams, BWA






revealed structural remains belonging to the glassworks,
some of which had not been recorded previously. A detached

grave marker was also found.
Jonathan Orellana, Rebecca Havard, Peter Davenport,
Rob Skinner, CA

Wrington
Site U Bristol Airport, . 5030 6466. A watching brief
by Cotswold Archaeology recorded no deposits of
archaeological interest.

Sikko van der Brug, CA

SOUTH C~™ DUCESTERSHIK..

Aust
Church Lane, Pilning, ST 5377 8490. An evaluation saw
the excavation of 22 trenches which revealed a soil spread
at depth within the alluvial sequence, containing a single
medieval sherd. Nothing of archaeological significance was
found.

Raymond K Ducker, BWA

Coalpit Heath

Badminton Arms, ST 6995 8348. A watching brief by

Cotswold Archaeology revealed no archaeological remains.
Peter Searle, CA

Easter Compton
Bristol Zoo Gardens Wild Place, ST 5745 8161. A watching
brief by Cotswold Archaeology identified no archaeological
remains.

Christopher Leonard, CA

Hinton
Hinton, Ring o’ Bells, ST 3 7746. An evaluation by
Cotswold Archaeology exposed no features or deposits of
archaeological significance.

Matt Nichol, CA

Oldbury-on-Severn
Matilda House, ST 60986 92655. A watching brief on
the excavation of an electricity cable trench revealed no
archaeological deposits.

Raymond K. Ducker, BWA

Stoke Gifford
Stoke Gifford, Land at Coldharbour Lane, ST 6255 7775.
An evaluation by Cotswold Archaeology revealed a post-
medieval ditch, possibly a former field boundary pre-dating
Naston’s 1725 map of Stoke Gifford.

Alistair Barber, CA
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Thornbury
Thornbury, Park Mill Farm, ST 6269 9142. A watching
brief by Cotswold Archaeology revealed no archaeological
remains.

Luke Brannlund, CA

Wickwar
Wixoldbury Farm, ST 70125 87370. Evaluation trenching
revealed topsoil overlying natural clay. No archaeology was
revealed.

Bruce Williams, BWA

Yate
Yate, Brinsham Bridge, ST 7260 8490. An excavation
undertaken by Cotswold Archaeology followed on from
a geophysical survey and trial trench evaluation which
had revealed a Roman rectilinear ditched enclosure. The
excavation was focused on this enclosure and mac™"
stripping revealed its full extent of 130m by 87m. The
excavation showed the enclosure to have originated in the
1st century AD (Period 1) as a rectilinear ditched enclosure
with two entrances. Few internal features were present.
Recutting of the enclosure ditches was evident and the
enclosure was remodelled somewhat during the mid/late 1st
to later 2nd or early 3rd centuries (Period 2.1). Ditch fills
from this period attest to the likely presence of  internal
bank and a wooden gateway seems to have been provided
at one of the entrances. Occupation continued into the later
3rd to later 4th centuries (Period ~ ~, although the ditch
itself may have fallen into disuse by this time. Internally,
a dark grey silty clay layer covering an area of ¢. Sm by
5m and abutting a small fragment of dry-stone wall has
been ascribed to this period. This area produced a large
assemblage of pottery  * metalwork (mainly nails) and
may have been the location of a building. The only other
internal f ° wres were a few pits or postholes, a ditch and
a depression containing the extended supine (but poorly
preserved) skeleton of a juvenile. The enclosure ditches
continued to collect pottery into the 11th to 13th centuries.

There are numerous examples of Roman rectilinear
enclosures throughout Britain, including within the
Cotswolds and Severn Vale, and in these terms, the Brinsham
Bridge enclosure appears unremarkable. However, the small
pottery assemblage from the site includes types normally
associated with high status Ist-century AD sites such as
significant Late Iron Age complexes, Roman forts and urban
centres, and suggests that the site was more significant than
might be implied from its morphology. No villas have yet
been recorded in the vicinity.

Neil Holbrook, Jonathan Orellana and E.R. McSloy, CA
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