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EDITORIAL 

This Bulletin may just reach readers before the B. A. R. G. Buffet 
Party on 25th March. This marks not only our tenth birthday, but also 
it is hoped t~e end, in a more cheerful and positive manner _than the 
February A: ·G": M. could offer, of what haS' undeniably been a difficult ye·ar 
administratfJ-ely. We look forward to fresh d~velopments· ;tinder our new 
Chairman· anq Secretary~ Charle·s· Browne· {"fittingly, ;<one. of our' founder 
me~bers) arn;l Mike Batt. 'ingiving them our thanks a:nd good -wishes and 
support in their jobs fbr the group, ·we·'are wishing B. A. R. ct· well as it 
starts its se·co·nd, decade~ Tiii~ should· be coupled with·· a· 'tribute ·10 our 
outgoing iCJ:iairman, Keith Branigan, who, e·specially durin~(the last part ·of 
his term' of office, took op liaison work far be:-ond the usual call of 
Chairman's duty,· with one suspects a drastic effect on his telt~phone bills . 

Leslie Grinsell's retirement has been postponed for administrative 
re asons from February to April : a happy chance that me ans this Bulletin 
can just anticipate the e-y-ent' - anticipate because, while it will be the Museum's 
loss, we very mu¢h hope Le·slie's retirement will be local archaeology's 
gain. A,.rchaeologists don't retire, and certainly don't fade away; we loo~ 
forward to participating with our .President of S. A. N. H. S. and Vice-
President of B. G. A. ·S.- as he continues to go from strength to strength 
and barrow to barrow around our region. 

This issue contains the second appearance of 'Personal -Viewpoint' -
short items from members which it is hoped to make a re·gular feature. 
Even more pleasing", because unhoped for at this early stage, is that one 
of the two 'Viewpoints' arrived unsolicited. If you like th'? idea of thfs 
feature, please do support it. The aim iS something a Httle more formal 
and controlled than a spasmodic 'Letters Column'; open to short items, . ·< 
ideally c. 400 :words, on any archaeol~gical subject on your mind, especiaJ.iy 
from members who might feel daunted by the idea of writing a full article., 
Nothing libellous, please; and constructive ideas will be preferred. 
'Personal Viewpoint' is one way of keeping us all in tquch wi~h one another. 
The blank backs of Keith Branigan's December questionnaire provided 
splendid opportunities for another, which will be dis,cussec;l and we hope 
reported and acted Upon in due course. Thirdly, do remember that the 
Secretary or, indeed·.; any Committee member will always •g,18i,dly transrhi1f"; 
comments and ideas to the Committee. for action. Your ic,iea.s,.ve the·' . 
best birthday present you could give to -B. A. R., G. : ·, • ' J • •,· • '' 1 

• ; ).I 
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THE CONSERVATION OF THE HORSEY WINDMILL 

by Janet Es critt 

B. A. R. G. members will remember the stir caused by the discovery 
that one· of the few really obvious "humps" directly in the line of_the M·. 5.· 
Motorway, at Horsey, Chedzoy (Somerset), was the base of a· P':)St-:inill, 
in a quite remarkably perfect state of preservation. Indeed, it was the· 
prompt individual support of B. A. R. G .. members am.ong others which, ·in,:· 
a financial crisis, kept the archaeological bulldozer working and saved • 
these remains from the· earthmovers. Provisionally dated by pottery to 
the early 15th century, the mill-base was said at the time to be a unique· 
discovery h England, if not in western Europe; • and ev~ryone awaits< 
considered'and specialist reports with interest. These, inevitably; niu;st· • 
take time. First~ the slow and mammoth tasks of conservation has had 
to be :faced. 

,[, .. :·:· • •••• 'Wheri·the Bristol City Museum lab.oratory staff were contacted with. 
a view to conserving a medieval windmill, the.ir. first reaction was one of • 
hbrror.' It was felt that the effort and cost involved in handling such large· 
timbers· (two of them over ~4 feet in length) might not really be worthwhile 
for plain pieces of wood. However, the timbers in situ PfOV:ed. 'so 
impressive that it was decided to ~ackle the job of preserving them., 

: The wood was quite sound; in fact, the.largest pieces were sawn· 
in two to facilitate handling, and actually produced fresh sawdust from the 
centre.· ·only the outside of. the wood was truly waterlogged, and the overall 
appearance was clean and strong. The timbers were poinpletely ex,cavated, 
l'ifteci; and polythene tubing slid over them. A fungicide solution was added 

, ~o·the packages before they were sealed and packed in thick foam rubber-for 
_,.;:; transport on a low-loade~. Once back at the Museum (~t Blaise), the wood 
• J ··had'to be· hosed down thoroughly to remove loose splinters .and mud. This 

• was essentially a bare.:.muddy-feet and rolled-up-jeans job. • .• ,-,.,_,.The 
·'-\vood was treated again•with fungicide and. covered with clean polythene to . 
• stop ~vaporation, while -~ome_ hard thinking _was done. • • • · - , 

Some expla~ati~n of the term 11w·aterlogged 11 wo~d is needed .• V{at.er-
.. -_:logging_ of timber ov:er a long period·results·in the breaking-down of._tp.e': ~ 

cellulose ,part of ~he structure, leaving only· a cell work .skeleton of ligtiinr 
The remaining lignin str·ucture is in itself quite strong; but .if the· evaP,p,::ation 
of the water from the cells occurs quickly, it causes shrinkage, warping 1 

and cracking. The cell walla Jo not actually collapse, but are pulled.together 
by the receding meniscus of the evaporating water. It is this pulling-together 

• 
e 

i 
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of the cell walls that treatments set .out to a.void~ There are three types 
of treatment undertaken for the safe removal of the water: 

·, • • ' ' : ,' f 

( 1) • Replacement of the water by· a liquid of lower surface tension, .· 
which will evaporate without pulling the cell walls together 

( ~) Replacement of the water by an aqueous solution ·of a solid that 
can safely be left in the object (usually polethylene glycol) 

( 3) . Removal of the· water very slowty by allowing controlled 
. evaporation whilst keeping the wood rigid 

Application of the first treatment to an artefact of this size would 
involve the use of vast quantities of liquids which are highly inflammable , 
_and/ or toxic .. The second treatment would involve the use of expensive, 
specialised pumps,· immersion heaters and thermostats. Both treatments 
would involve the use of very costly materials, and the manufacture of . 
custom-built tanks for treatment. It was therefore decided to attempt the 
third, slow-drying method: 11 2.ttempt". because few timbers have been. 
treated in this way and not all of those successfully. A slow rate of 
evaporation has been achieved by burying the timbers under s_and to a 
depth of three feet. Twenty-four tons of sand were purchased and 
shovelled (such is the range of museum work!) from the courtyard . 
at Blaise .m,to the stable where the wood is now slowly drying~ .. The thick 
layer of sand provides enough weight to keep the wood rigid at all times. 
In addition it protects the wood from frost during the winter, and slows 
dowq_t_he rate of_dryt_ng during the summer. 

It is now nearly a ye:ar since the v,ood was buried. Soowwe will 
be taking our, shovels out to· Blaise to uncover a little corner and check 
progress. If all goes well, it is expected that the wood·will dry out .. ' 
completely-after three or four years~ • Quicker drying is not desirable, 
as there would be a greater risk of warping and· cracking ·.;. and· it would 
bring closer the problem of final consolidation.' · The previously water- • 
logged layers of the timber v1ill be relatively -light and· flimsy. and will 

.• need consolidation to make them strong e~ough for handling. reassembly 
and display. No decisions have yet been made on this stage of the_ 
treatment. as we still have two or three years in· wbich to work out the 
next steps. 
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PUBLIC HOUSE CHECKS 

John Durnell, member of B. A. R. G. and of the Bath & Bristol 
Numismatic Society, is requesting information on the whereabouts of 
any Public House checks issued in and around Bristol, to complete a 
major·local survey of these tokens. To date he has recorded approximately 
600 checks, from 200 local pubs, but it still aware of some gaps: • ·such as 
the· Ship in Cath,ar, and the Bunch of Grapes, in Old Market Street, B,ristol. 
He·needs. only to make a rubbi~g of the token; and would welcome_ any ·, 
information that B. A R G. members may be able to supply. The' checks 
are brass or copper dis.cs: mainly brass .. ,The name of _the Inn,' Tav~ih· 
or Hotel, and sometimes that of the landlord as well, appears on one side; 
and the value of the check, surrounded by the name of the maker' in t_he 
form of two 'branches' tied with a bow at the bottom, on the other. They 
were issued mostly during the second half of the 19th century; copper 
-checks are_earl~er {1850's), simpler and smaller {c. 22-mm_ .. diameter) 
than the brass ones, which appear from 1855 onwards and are .about ·, 
24-26. ·5·mm. diameter. 

Mr. Durnell's address is 3 Glen Park, St. George, Bristol BS5 7ND~-,. 

EVENING LECTURES AND THE WINTER PROGRAMME. 

by Keith- Branigan 
~ : I• • • • ,•. 

Sinc_e I wrote abou.t attendances at evening lectures and circulated 
.a q~~stionnaire in'the last issu,e of the Bulletin; we have seen an··-;•·": 
encouraging response in both directions.· The AVM evening saw an : . 
attendance of 18; Brian Hobley's lecture· - held on a very wet evening,, 
and clashing with other archaeological meetings in the region - prod1:1Ged 
an audience of 32. To date, 53 circulars have been returned: the most 
commendable being that returned by Mr. R. A. Farrar, who lives in , • 
London ·and obviously can attend none of our meetings! There is little 
point in trying to do a statistical analysis ·cit the answers to the questionnaire, 
since some pe_ople ticked many choices under each heading, and others only 
one. Others ignored some questions altogether. The results are given • 
here mainly in terms of votes in favour of each proposal, although in some 
cases votes for and against have been recorded. 

As with most statistics, once could use these to prove virtually 
anything; but certain poinfs . emerge quite clearly. Support is almost 
evenly split for any weekday evening, or for a Saturday afternoon for 
winter meetings. By far the most popular time for an evening meeting to 

• 
• 
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start is 7. 30 p. m. Lectures on.virtually anything archaeological find a 
fair mea~ure of support, but one_-day conferences. and symposia. and local 
topics are most preferred. _Very few B. A. R q.. members feel that.there 
are too many archaeological meetings in Bristol during the winter; Finally, 
a clear majority would like to see a little more variety in the winter programme. 

Preferred day for mee~in'.gs: 

• r , 

Monday evening 
Tuesday evening 
Wednesday evening 
Thursday evening 
Friday evening 
Saturday afternoon 
Saturda~ evening 

12 
14 
16 
16 
13 
18 

6 

Preferred time for evening meetings: 

6. 00 p. m. . 8 
6. 30 p. m. 4 
7. 00 p. m. 18 
7.30p.m. 33 

Preferred topics for lectures: Speciali.sed topics 24 
Local topics 33 
Gen. British archaeoL 30 
Overseas arcliaeol. 17 
Members' symposia 25 
All-day conf. / symp. 33 

Preferred alternatives to lectures: Films 16 
·7 Quiz 

Discussion 17 
_l .•; ·' 

Would you prefer to start no later than 7. 00 p. m. and have time for coffee 
at an evening lecture? Yes 18 No 25 

Do you think there are too many archaeological lectures on, in the Bristol 
area during the winter? Yes 6 No 38 

Would you like to see a more varied B. A .. , R. G. ".V'inter programme? 
Yes' ·31 No 16 • 

.--., 

In addition. to .answering the questions, • many members add~d comments oni. ·. 
the back of their questionnaire. These are all .inforn:iath(e and useful, .anc:i :, 
will be put.l;>efore the committee for considera~ion asto what actio:n_c~n .. ,.,·,. .. 
or should. be t1;1k;~n _in the light of them. :May 1· conclude by thanking 01.1r0fµfi,
two members ,who· returned the questionnaire, and • challenging those who 
didn't to come to our next meeting - Don Benson on the Ascott-under
Wychwood long barrow in April. 

\ 
I 
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PERSONAL VIEWPOINT ( 1) 

ANDY CAPP 

, Andy Capp W8:S held up by Mr. Graham Arnold! .m'_ sp'~8:kin~. to ,the··: 
apnual m~~~ing of Rescue, as a type-sp~cimen of the P?b.lic·. ~8 ~h.i?h r~,s~ue 
a_rchaeology.is· l9oking for tis funds; ., . , . (' 

Whaf 9oes Andy Capp know ab.out archaeology? What does• he read 
• a'b.o.ut ,it, .if he gets ·as far as. borrowing from the public lil,)rary _wl).ere .I woi::k? 
• Let us take two books from the shelf, and see how 'many times· they li'ave been 
borrowed. Barrr Cunliffe 's Roman Bath Discovered would appear to have 
everything: local interest, a spectacular subject, plenty of pictures. I 
have drawn attention to it by reviewing it in a local church magazine. It 
has been out nine times. Erich von Daniken 's Chariots of the Gods? is a . . 

sensational jumble of 'astronomy', 'archaeology' and speculation. It has 
so far been borrowed 24 times, and it has never been on the shelf at all 
because I have yet to reach the end of the list of readers who .~ave -put in 
reservations f o~ it. • 

If we suppose, more realistically, that Andy Capp does not use the 
library, what will he learn of archaeology elsewhere? Well, if there is 
one archaeological event which is going to dominate the mass media during 
1972, it is the discovery, of the tomb of Tutankhamen; whicll..ill=1 all very __ - . 
well, except that it took place fifty years ago·. : • • • • ~ ·• • • .. • •• • 

, . 
But is fifty years· so far from the mark for the time which it takes 

for a new discovery to percolate to Ahdy Capp and his mates? I suggest 
not, whether it is the theory of evolution, or· the discovery that ancient 
Britons did not live in pit huts. The disturbing thing is that, if it takes 
fifty years for Andy Capp to become aware of the present crisis ,in British 
archaeology, there won't be much left for him to do about it .••••• , •• • ·, 

David Bromwich 

PERSONAL VIEWPOINT ( 2) 
.• . ' 

.., ·: . • • . - j" e "' _. 

BRISTOL ARCHAEOLOGICAL "RESEARCH"GROUP? . 
. : ··:·; ('i 

.What does B. A. R. G. do? It provides a programn:i.~ of. some four or: .. , 
five lectures a year, which is in a~dition to those provided"by the ·B· G. A. S. ~.~, 
and the Bristol City Museum. It has published a series of four popular • • ,. 
field guide·s, a Survey & Policy and a collection of four essays· on local·· nt 
topics.· The Bulletin aims to make available a very useful lnit; ·of necessity, "'' 
ephe:µieral compilation of curr~nt information· and-opinion~•:· Does this fulfil :~-}' 

,.,the existence of B.· A R G. ( a) in terms of something. addition'al to the • , ,, • :.o 

• 

" 
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actiyities of e~isting -~o~ty societies, ~~~.University Department of . 
. ~x~r,a-Murat~bµd~es~ '~:.~nd the D,e_partrµ~n,f ot Archaeology and .Hi~tory 
• at the Bristol City l\1~~~pm; 9:E')b) in

1
t:erms. of carrying out ~4~ • 

implications of the title the group has adopted? In my opinion:, no. 

To point ( a), ,tpe Bulletin, as already suggested, provides information 
of immediate use·. Unfortunately, the information is rarely utilised by 
our membership; our lecture programm·e is very badly supported, perhaps 
indicating that it only caters fo_r a small min~r:ity. ,}'._he field meetings 
h~v~_,Q~en non:--existent this ,pa~t year, despite the number of excavations 
in:tr~- area. ,fhe field guides., I and ,the' cuz-rent_,n,at~onal campaign concerned 
with. ,the problem of the rate of des.truction of sites, their recording, and 
excavation. • • 

As for point (b), one might reasonably askwhat research has been 
achieved by the Group over the past ten years? 'J.'he Parish Suryey Unit 

. was;set up m the.ninth year of _our existenc~; l:iut - at the moment-~ only, 
has the aqJive support of the minority _of 9,l,ir membership. And how man:v, 

o members of B. A. R. G. have presented papers for publication to the Editors 
of proceedings or transactions of any of the local archaeological journals? 

!. 

.. 

. . 
,;So!' .·one might ask, "what' could B A .. R. G. do? 11 As an archae~logical 

group, concerned priinarily'with the City and County of Bristol, it could 
play an essential role through its wide range of membership in 

(i). The compilation and publication of archaeological evidence already 
re_c.ov:ere!=l, ·but to all intents and purposes lying dormant in the many 
museums of the area. 

( ii) The identification and publication of new field monuments of all 
periods, both in terms of standing structures and purely surface sites, 
in the urban as well as the rural areas. 

(~ii) M~re inhm,se observati~nal fieldw<J:rJ.{ prior to and in conjunction, 
with destructional work of all kinds, from a new· sewer trench to a new 
to.~: 'in.fact, ~11 d~velopment~ even within the confines of the prese~(-l 
built-up areas .. 

(iv) The undertaking, under the leadership of those members of the 
Group with sufficient·experience, of the.long-needed programme of research 
excavation, particularly of those sites due for imminent destruction~ The 
major concern of the Group, i. e. ~.I'i~t<:>l, has been practically entirely 
redey~loped within th,~ centra,l zone ~furi.rig the past ten years, without 
sufficient fieldwork beyond.that qf th.e .. M11seum 's excayattons, an~ thos;~ 
mainly limit~p. to the past four years;. f1pd radical development is still , • ..• 
due, as in the form of the inner circuit road, which will destroy much of. 
the outlying suburbs and pre-existing villages of the medieval and later city. 
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In conclusion, there is a great challenge now for B. :A. R. G.. to Ineet 
its respcnsibilities.· We now have over 300 members to contribute towards 
the vital work of rec~vering 'the evidence which, otherwise, is shortly to 
be lost to us forever. 

Julian .Bennet~ 

TRAINING & RESEARCH EXCAVATIONS 
••, I I 

· The seventh seas<;m of the training excavation at the Iro:q Age/Romano 
British- settlement, at Row of Ashes Farm, Butcombe,. Se>merset will take 
place· 27th May - 9th' June, 1972. Prior _applications in good .t~e. please, 
to P. J. Fowler, Department of Extra-Mural Studies, 30/32 T~dall's 
Park R_o_ad,. 1?ristol,BS8 ,!HR . 

. • The three-w·eek residential training excavation on the Roman 
villa and field system at Barnsley Park, nr. Cirencester, Glos., will 
run from 8th July onwards. For detail~. see Associate Members 

• Page~ p. 93~ ' • - .... 

. Opportunity for excavation and training in Bristol itself will occur • 
• • w'ith development on the Sea Mills site during the early summer:'· s_ee 

Mike·· Ponsford 's note below. • 

. The Cadcong research excavation ( experienced archaeologists,. 
who come for alI_ or most of the time, preferred) will take pla-ce· from 
26th July - 23rd August this year, Details from P~ J. Fowler, as al;>ove. , 

•• SEA MILLS 
. . . . . \ . 

• During 1972 there is to be a development on the Nazare~h Hou~e 
site, Sea Mills, which will involve turning much of the land into a:·.·. •• 
built-up area .. Naz~reth House is to be demolished, alorig with several 
other s~anding buildings. ' The work i~ likely to reveal traces of . .the • -. ,.: 
northern side of the' ·sea Mills Roman· settlement, including ~he site 'Yfi~r~ 
the SPES CRESCENTI tombstone, now in the City Museum, was ,found ;µl_ 
1873. It will be an opportunity to locate .any defensive works there may 
be at Sea Mills, with the extramural buildings and cem~_teries· a#abh_ed .. 
and r~ning alongside the, Roman road ~ram Sea Mills t~ B_ath. •• •• • 

• • I o t .< ~ 

The developer wishes to begin work at least by July.-· A short 
excavation season'is therefore envisaged, with a watching ~rief.during -.· 
building {see also Associate Members_ 1 Page, p. 93). -· Details can-be •·• .: 
obtained from M. w.· Ponsford, Hon. F:ieldwork Adviser, _Bristol City: 
Museum. . -•: 

• 

• 
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ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

BARG FILM EVENING, Tuesday 18th April (Schools Room, City 
Museum, 7: 30 p m ). Another evening of archaeological films has been 
arranged, and all members of B A. R. G .. are invited to attend. We hope 
to include in the programme some of the films which we were unable to 
acquire in,. ,!anuary. • 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES. A numbe.r:of B A. R G. Associate Excursions 
on the lines of the recent A vebury trip, are at the moment being organised. 
At the time of :writing, it is suggested that one should visit an archaeologically 
interesting area of :porset: perhaps the area of Cerne Abbas or Dorchester 
and Maiden Castle.:• Another trip could include Wayland Smithy Long Barrow, 
Uffington Castle and White Horse,. and the group of barrows at Lambourne, 
Berks, in its it~nerary. It seems probable (or possible) that a mini-bus 
or·small '7oach will be available for our use. The third suggestion: .. a 
yo~th-hostelling week~d ~ither in the Quantocks (Somerset), on Exmoor, 
in the Bridport area (Dorset) or Blandford Forum area (Dorset-vVilts. -Rants. 
borders), to take place in September. Mr. L V. Grinsell has kindly offered 
to organise and:lead this special excursion. , 

FINDS-CLEANING AND MARKING SESSIONS { 'Pot-washing Evenings'): 
Thursdays ,at the City Muse.um, 7. 30 p. m. I would like to thank the several 
Associate Members who regularly assist at these sessions. The work they 
do is invaluable to the Museum and well worthwhile. If anyone is interested 
.in coming along I am sure Mike Ponsford and Janet Escritt' will be glad of 
their help - ~specially as this year the Museum is spending. the. sun;imer in 
consolidating and assessing previous season.'s work. No ·exc~.vations as such 
have been planned so that the accumulation of unexamined e~cavation material 
can be sorted out and catalogued. 

SEA MILLS. Development is planned on the Nazareth House site this 
summer: for details, see p. 92. Mike Ponsford suggests that.as much of 
the advance archaeological work will have to take place outside school 
holidays, the period when Associate Members can really be of valuable 
help will be from July onwards, by assisting with a watching brief while 
development work actually takes place. Details will be fino.lised during 
March, and should be obtained from Mike Ponsf ord at the City Museum. 

BARNSLEY PARK ROMA:t'f VILLA TR.AINING EXCAVATION. From 
, July 8th to August 5th, this residential training excavation will be taking 
·. • place near Cirencester. I can really recommend it to any Associates 

attracted by unearthing the past - especially those of sixteen and over, 
who will benefit most from the virtually University-standard tuition. The 
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course is under the direction of Dr. • Graham Webster, and includes a 
series of evening lectures. Perhaps the really stimulating part of the 
excavation is getting to know other young people interested in archaeology. 
Last:year there were several Americans, two Swiss and a Dutchman 
present, as well as the Liverpudlians~ Londoners, Mancunians and the , 
Bristolians. The course runs for four weeks, but two weeks is rec9.gnised 
as a good training period. Further details in Courses in Archaeology,., 
Summer 1972 from the Department of Extra-Mural $tudies,: P. 0. Box 
363,. University of Birmingham,. Birmingham BS15 2TT.· , . , , •.•• . . 

. ' . ·. , 

• Christopher Braiil 
' ) ~ t • 

B. A .. R. G. SYMPOSIUM SUPPLEMENT:. 

No. 7:.13th November, 1971 

• The se~enth Symposium drew a 'full house' of· ab~.~t sixty memoe·rs, 
making. a marked contrast to the problem of lectt'ire:attendance ,vhich is 
currently _under disc:ussion, and serving to emphasise the· importance of • 
this annual review of members I activities.. ' ' • • •• 

1. J. Drinkwater Gloucestershire Barrows: a swansong for 
the '70s? 

The present state· of Neolithic and Bronze Age barrows in Glo~cester-
: shire can be divided into those very few fully excavated • by mop.ern 

·_·methods; those dug into in the past; those marked· only by- a few standing 
' stones; unexcavated, unploughed sites many of which (Leightert9n I, 

Nan Tow's Tump) are under thick tree cover which is effectivelf 
destroying their interiors; and unexcavated ploughed sites ( as : . , 
represented locally by the barrows at Horton I, Tormarton I,ia~ lb, 2). 
Ploughing fields around and between barrows can demonstrably eat • 
into the barrow mound even though it rennins officially 'safe' (:Cow 
Common, Swell); while annual ploughing can savagely, and progressively 
gut a barrow in very few years (Farmcote, Temple .Guiting 19) · • ,,, '· 

. Fieldwork shows the importance of concentrations of .flint that .for'm-: i 
often the only remaining traces of barrows .that have been completely 
ploughed out ( Cow Common). These will often be the only and fast •• 
disappearing clues to the important study of barrow-groups. Even 
ostensibly safe. l;larrows, unploughed and free from trees, can be badly 

' • damaged by cattle. The appalling record for ploughed-out barrows, 
• '· and the urgent need for fieldwork, is particularly marked in precisely 

the:~rea of South: Gloucestershire which falls within B. A. R. G. 's :range. 
Surface damage to so many of those still standing above ground·· · •, . , 

; '' underlines the equally urgent need for proper excavation·. • • ... 

Publication: Archaeology & the Landscape, ed. P. J. Fowler (1972) 



• 

- 95 -

2. J._ Harbord Prehistory of the Cold Ashton Area 

The Cold Ashton/ Lansdown hill-spur, flanked by its two streams~ 
formed a usefully definable unit for a complete survey of prehistoric 
remains. Much_ of the value of the work, which can be divided into 

, , f;i.eld7 ~urv_ey, rescue work and excavation. lay not ju_st in new 
.discq~e_rie~,. i?,ut in re-locating and re-recording the copious but un
r~co:r,ded a1;.~paeological activity that has gone on in the area since 
the barrow-diggers of the 19th and early 20th century. Fieldwalking 

. since 1914 ha~ produced thousands of surface flints, mainly Ne~lithic 
and Bi;-onze_.Age but possibly including some·Mesolithic examples, 
scattered among various museums and private collections. Rescue 
work included ah Iron Age settlement site; and valuable:.but un
reported work by Kingswood Archaeological Society at Little Down 

. Camp n~eded to be coordinated with the prehistoric archaeology of . . . 

the p.rea as a whole. 

3. V. Hallett Local Field Archaeology: The First Year of 
the Thornbury Group 

This paper appeared in full in Bulletin 4. 3 (Decem~er 1971). 61-63. 

4. R. J a.ckson Bristol Clay Tobacco Pipe Makers 

From the second half of the 17th century Bristol has b~en one 
of the leading centres of tobacco importatio:p. and processing," with 
a. correspondingly large number of tobacco pipe makers, who can 
be traced from the apprentice and freedom .registers, local • 
directories and other records. By correlating the pipe form and 
the initials stamped on the heel of the pipe with these records. it 
is proving possible to identify many of the -pipema~ers. from the 
1620s onwards, and to put them - and so. the archae,ological deposits 
in which the pipe fragments occur - into a closely data~le seqllence. 
Certain pipemaking families, such as the Tippetts, their partp~r 
Isaac Evans, and others, are being traced for several generations . 

. The Tippett kilns were excavated in Whitson Street· in 1954-6, and 
. __ .many pipes were found in pits in St. James 's Barton .in 1968. 'A 
;•_ 'Yaste heap of clay pipes found 1971 at the angle of Broad Weir and 
.,· Lower Castle. Street can be dated to c. 1782-1792 and associated 

with Israel Carey. working at CastleGreen. _Plain ancl decorative 
pipes, 'domestic and export 'lines'. are now being identified and 
dated .. 
Puolication: possibly Trans. B. G. A S. 
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The Parish Survey Unit: A Review of-the 
First Year 

The work ·of the 'Parish Survey Unit has been reported regularly 
in. the Bulletin , in some detail. Sixty members joined the project, 
of wh_om rather more 'thari' thirty are currently working on thirty-six 

.f,:parishes (leaving seventy to go, within: the B. A~ R. G. region). 
: '. ·,Gov,erage-of documentary ·sources is progressing. • Professor C; 

. . . 

Thomas 's welcome encouragement and advice was reported in • • 
., , Bulletin ,4. 3 (Dec. 197'1), 68-70_. and a fieldmeeting at Christon and 

Banwell, provided valuable practical guidance. The winter- offers the 
.. opportunity to get started on work in the field, involving- th,e other .

thirty or .so members. Farmers have on several occasions,proved 
most cooperative, and partnership with other groups, such.as 'st. 
Matthias College, North Somerset Archaeological Research Group 
and Thornbury Archaeological Group, is obviously and rightly 
becoming a feat~re of the whole exercise. 

6. J. Hancock · Rescue Archaeology from the Air 

7. 

Aerial colour slides, as magnificent as ever, ranged over a very 
wide area of Wessex a,nd the. southwest: contrasting sites under 
pasture ~d plough, o~ army and farming land. The ·inassive M. 5 · 
motorway cutting through north Somerset was set alongside the erosion 
of barrows by cattle; Ploughing, roads'and quarrying do nqt at:fect 
only barrows and hillforts, but ploughing ·can: create.an. (ind,ustrial?) 
archaeological cropinar~. out of a disused airfield, as ~t .Beverstone, Glos. 

M. W. Ponsford The Excavation of Westbury College 

· : ,-.. .. Aft~r tea, our Hon: Fieldwork· Adviser gave a 'full account; detailed 
. ;• ,, in the analysis ·of the evide_rice and ·superbly illustrated, .of the'-:-· 

}1ighly complex excavations wnich'have··been •in progress since 1967 
at Westbury Colle·ge. \York vias 'reported in.the Bulletin (3.-2, pp. 42-3) • 
back in-1968, but this brought developme'il.ts and interpretations right 
up ~o date. Very little was· known of this important 1200 ... year old 
religious foundation beforehand, so that interpretation :of the, a+chaeo-
logical and the documentary evidence ·has proceeded hand_ i,n hand,· 
right down to the 17th-18th-19th centuries. Standing rernains. have • 
been correlated with the excavated structures;_ difficultie:s of site 
development have been contended with; and the highly .involv.ep. 
sequence of construction and replacement has been unrav:elled; to 
produce evidence of a site set behind a series -of. impressive_ , . 
11th-15th century flood-protection walls: an 11th century cemetery with 

j 
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associated timber buildings of the 10 93 church and .monastery; the 
remains of the first college, built in 1194; a magnificent series of 
12-13th century monastic buildings, including kitchen with hearths, 
ovens. drains and cistern; then the 15th century ·rebuilding of the 
·College, with' its galleried courtyard, and eve11 trac,es of the deliberate 
'scorched-earth policy' burning by Prince Rupert in the 17th century 
Civil War ca:i::npaign. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

The te.nth Annual General :JVIeeting of B. A. R. G, was held on 
Saturday 19th February 1.9.72 at 2. 30 p .. m. in the City Af'.t Gallery. About 
36 members attended, who considered the minutes of the last Annual 

. General Meeting and the Annual Report for 1971, _and approved the creation 
of a new.officer, the Hon. Membership Secretary. Charles Browne was 
elected as Chairman for the coming two year13, and Mike Batt succeeded 
John Dri~water as Hon. Secretary. A welcome development was the 
receipt of enough nominations to require an election for thef three vacant 
positions of ordinary membe;rs of t~e Committee: and this was duly held. 
The, full Ust <:>f officers and commi~tee elected for the coming year appears 
on p. 84. Under Any Other Business. it was emphasised.th<;1t the valuable 
comments on the back of the questionnaires returned to Dr. Branigan ( see 
this issue, p. 88-9) would receive thorough consideration by.the Committee. 

After tea, our outgoing Chairman Keith Branigan delivered a most 
s·timulating address on "The Gallic Invasion of·Gloucestershire". He 
brought together a tightly argued ar·ray of continent;al features and parallels, 

• and a particularly impressive analytical series of)ocal vill~ plans,. in 
support of the theory that the phenomenon of the gr.eat 4th century ·yillas 
of the Gloucest~rshire -region was the result of an ~n:(lµx of G.a.Ui'c iaridowners. 
probablycfroni '.around Trier .. and perhaps developing _a former Iqiper~al 
·estate: ' The 'debate provoked by his address was one. of. the, longest and most 
lively o'f!any B. A. R. G. meeting, and showed how wrong;is the assumption, 
sometime·s, heard, that the Roman villa in Britain has b,ee:~ worked to death. 
Dr. Branigan's paper is to appear in Trans .. :B.,G. A S. 91 (1973). 
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THE PARISH SURVEY UNIT 

by Elizabeth Adams 

The Problem of 'Humps and Bumps' 

Signs of distress have been detected among some P. S. U. members 
about the difficulty of distinguishing the genuine archaeological featur_es 
from other humps and bumps. This is a question that really gets to the 
root of what the Survey Unit is trying to do: but it need not be a problem. 
The solution is to record what you see, with a Grid Reference, even if 
you only note it on the slip as a 'hump' or 'bump', with no interpretation 
or period. Some kind of sketch ~ap and profile on the back of the slip, 
including its relationship to field or other boundaries, is invaluable.. . 
Simply by locating. the hump in this way, the breakthrough of recording 
has been made. When you compare slips and grid references, yo:u may 
find a documentary reference provides a clue as to the nature of the hump. 
If, as suggested, you have already covered your main documentary .sources 
and plotted them onto the field-walkers' maps before setting out, the clue 
may be there, ;ready and waiting. Even where the 'hump' remains- • 
anonymous, you have located and recorded it, which makes it a compa;ratively 

. straightforward task to persuade some appropriately qualified person at a 
later stage, to come and help by working methodically rotu1:d your piotted 
humps adding details where possible, or deciding tha_t, the htJrnp is after 
all a natural feature. • • 

Combine·d Effort s 

From the beginning, it has been hoped that the work of compilmg 
Parish ·checklists in this region will involve ot~er: local groups besides 
B. A~ R. G.; y,,e simply happened to start the operation. Several P. S. U. / 
B. A. R: Q. members have already described the aims and work of ·the:' 
Survey Unit to oth~r local societies; and our debt of gratitude to North' 
So~erset Arch,aeological Resea:rch Group for their cooperation at ·a very 
ear.ly stage, was recorded in Bulletin -4_ 2, p. 44. As coverage expands 
into areas which ar_e known and 'worked' by other_ societies, -,we hope the • 
Survey Gan grow into a truly cooperative undertaking, combining the 
advantages of local knowledge on the one hand, and centralised compilation 
and publication on the other. In two groups, St. Matthias College and 
Thornbury Archaeological Group, parish surveys in coordination with 
B A. R. G. are already under way. 

In the December Bulletin, Vic Hallett described the first year of 
the Thornbury Group. An invitation from this Group, a number of whom 
are B. A. R. G. members, to tell something of the progress• of others 
involved in the P. S. U., led to my spending a most interesting evening at 
their headquarters at the Chantry, Thornbury. This was once a private 

• 
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house, though one wonders what connection it may have with the Chantry 
which Lindsey Linton tells me is recorded as having existed in Thornbury. 
It is now used as the Commun.ity Centre, where the Thornbury Group have 
the ·u~e of a room for their meetings. Coffee is provided too! On the 
evening of my visit, a varied progrp.nime ranged ~rom the descriptions of 
the e~cavations at datcombe (Bill Solley)' and of the site and envi,;ons of 
Butcombe (Lindsey LintonL to Mr. F. Robinson's extremely well-informed 
and detailed 'commentary on his slides of the Acropolis. My run-down of 
progress on P. S. U. followed, demonstrating that des.pite some inevitable 
setbacks, we are well on the way to possessing the basic details ne-~essary' 
for the publication of our first checklists. 

Thornbury are fortunate in having a regular and pleasan~ meeting_~place. 
Joint discussion of. problems and exchange of information i.s the best po,sE:>tble 

i ' • \ '· 

morale booster, and the less experienced (whose continuing i_nterest :i,~/vital 
to the success of our project) need the opportunity to obtain advice and en
cou~agement from the older hands. Thanks are due to members. of oth~r 

, groups who are holding meetings in their homes. 
• ' 

Portishead.and Portbury area 

The northern half of Group 2 has been reforme_d tJ.nder·the _leadership 
of Arthur Selway (15 St. Martin's Road, Knowle, Bristol BS4 2~QL as~isted 
by Cyril Routley. The survey of this area is. especially important in view of 
possible West Dock' developments. It is hoped that some. me1t1:bers of Clevedon 
& District Archaeological Society, as well as any other B A.~ 9. _m~ml:>ers 
in the area, may be interested to contact Arthur for mor~ d~tails, aI?,d· to help 
him with this undertaking. 

WELLS MUSEUM 

We are pelightad to welcome Norman Cook, B. A., F. S. A., F. M.A., 
to.tpe_B. A. :a. G. region. Having retired as Director of the Guildhall Museum, 
London (where he was succeeded by "our" Max Hebditc'h, • forming a neat balance 
of exch~geL Mr. Cook takes up the position of Hori. Curator at the Museum, 
Wells, at the beginning of March. It is equally pleasurable to record that this 
does not mean we· are losing Dr. Wallis, longstanding and ever--interested 
supporter of B. A. R. G. , who now becomes a most cleserved ·Hon: Curator 
Emeritus. 
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LIST OF MEMBERS 
. . 

ADAMS, •Miss E., .9.5a Whiteladies Road, Bristol BS8 2N,r . 
.AIREY; .Miss V.A., c·ity· Mus~um, ·Que~ns Road, Brfstol Bs·a lRL.-

* ALCOCK, -Mis.s R~ R. , .11 Rannoch R~ad, Filtoh Park, Bristol BS7 0SA; 
ALPAS~. ·T. H_. C.; 95 Coombe L~ne, ·westbury-ori-Trym, Bristol ES9 2AT 
APPL~.B~, Mrs. D., 1 Jacks L.an~. Frome, Somerset: . • • • 

. A.SHWO:RTH, H. W .. W .. , 9; Lucas Close, West Town Lane, Bristol' BS4· 5DG 
~ABB, Miss L.· ~ The Co~nty Museum, Jiartlebury Castle, K.idderminsfer, 

, : : > ... Worcs. • ... • • •• 
*_BAILEY, P.R., 19 Kingsfield Grange Road, Bradford-on.:.Avon, Wiits~,. •• ·, 

BAKER, D., 45. Kilbirnie Road, Whitchurch, Bristol BS14_ 0HP 
.BAK~R. D. F., 75 Wembdon Hill, Bridgwater, Somerset . 

• • ,'~·:BALL, N." J., 51 Conygre Grove, Filton, Bristol BS12 7DW. ·., 
.,,, ':i3ARBER, K. E. , 4 Catsash, Shepton Mallet, Somerset. 

'·. BARDEN, G., 1 Compton Green Cottage, Compton Dando, Nr .. BI,'istol 
BS18 4LE 

* BARNES, Miss C., 36 Cleeve Road, Knowle, Bristol BS4 2JP 
BARRETT, J. H. , 10 A vonwood Close, Shirehampton, Bristol BSll 0EG 
BARRETT, Mrs. J. , 10 Avonwood Close, Shirehampton, Bristol BSl l 0EG 

*.BARRETT, Miss S., 73 Richmond Villas, Avonmouth, Bristol BSll 9EP 
:.tcB_ART~N. Miss ·c. A., "Lyons", 34 Russell Grove, Bristol BS6 7UF 

B4TT;: M., 14 Waterdale Gardens, Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol BS9 4QR 
BEARE, Mrs. S. J. , 5 Hillside, Cotham, Bristol BS6 6JP 
BEECHAM, T. J., 2 Cowper Road, Redland, Bristol BS6 6NY 
BE.LL, ·S. R.:, 13 Royal York Crescent, .Clifton, Bristol BS8 4JY. 
BELL, Mrs. P. , 13 Royal York Crescent, Clifton, Bristol BS8 4JY . 
BELSEY, Mrs. P. M., Appleacre, Queen Charlton, Keynsham, Bristol 

BS18 2SJ 
BENNETT, Mrs. H. , City Museum, Queens Road, Bristol BS8 lRL 
BENNETT, J. , 44 Clifton Wood Crescent, Bristol BS8 4TU 
BIRCH, Miss L. P.H., 17 Nithsdale Road, Weston-super-Mare, Somerset 

BS23 4JP · 
B.IRD,,, N~ du ~uesne, l48 Fishponds Road, Bristol BS5 6PT 

• :' i •. BLACKMAN,. D. J. , Dept. of Classics, The. University, Bristol BS8 lRJ 
. *-BLACKNEL~, .Miss A., 102 Park Grove, Henleaze, Bristol BS9 4NZ • 

BOLWELL, J., • 14 Melrose Grove, Southdown, Bath, Somerset.· .: 
BOON,. E., 9 st·. Geo.rges Close, Upper Cam, Dursley~ ·Glos; • 

. ~RACEY:, L. D., 353 Church Road, St. (]eorge, Bri'stol BS5 8AQ'. 
*BRAIN, C., 53 Hillside Avenue, Kingswood, Bristol BS15 ·2BP' 

BRANIGAN, Dr. K. , Dept. of Classics, The University, Bristol BS8 lRJ .. 
BRITTON, A. B. , 119 Holly Hill Road, Kingswood, Bristol BSl 5 4DL 

• 
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BRODIE. H. D .• 1 Medway Drive. Keynsham. Bristol BS18 lSE 
BUOMWICH, D .• The Vicarage, 3 East Street, Banwell, Weston-super-Mare, 

Somerset. BS24 6BN 
BROOKBANK. P., Lower Grove Farm, Highridge Road, Dundry, Bristol 

BSl8 8JT 
BROWN, E. L., 86 West Broadway, \Vest Broadway, Westbury-on-Trym, 

•••. c: Bristol BS9 4SS • 

1t 

BROWNE,, C.· • ·30 Walden Road, Keynsham, Bristol BS18 lQW 
· -·, BROWNE, Mrs.· C. , 80 Walden Road, Keynsharn, Bristol BS18'-1QW 

*BRYANT, J. , 116 Doncaster Road,. Southmead, Bristol BSl O 5PZ 
*BRYANT,: R., Tranquilla, Cadbury Camp Lane, Clapton-in-Gordano, 

Bristol BS20. 9SD 
--l3UCHANAN, Dr. R. A., 13 Hensley Road, Bath, Somerset, 
BURLEY, R. , 21 Tudor Road, Hanham, Bristol BSl 5 3DE 

, * BURRIDGE-, R., 4 Kings Avenue, Hanham, Bristol BSl 5 3JN 
BURT.ON, . Miss J., 73 Coldharbour Road,. Bristol BS6 7LU • 
BUSTON, J. P., 54 Cote Park, Bristol BS9 2AD 
CADUGAN, R., 31 Orpen Gardens, Lockleaze, Bristol. BS7 9UA. 
CAMPBELL, C., 37 Park Road, ·congresbury, Bristol BS19 5HJ 
CAMPBELL, Mrs. C. , 37 Park Road, Congresbury, Bristol BS19 5HJ 
CAMPBELL, Mrs. M., 79 ?embroke Road, Bristol BSB. 3DW ' 
CAOLA, Mrs. M. ,' 25'St. Martins Road, Knowle, Bristol BS4·2NQ· 
CARR, J. F. , 8 Channel Road, Clevedon, Somerset, BS21 7DR · , '' 
CHAMBERS; Miss E. P. i Quantock, Roper's Lane, Wrington, Bristol BS18 7NQ 
CHAMBERS, .. J. G., 104b Townmead Road, Fulham,. London, S. W. 6. 
CHESHIRE, M. A:., Holly House, 44 The Avenue, 'Walton,. Cleveaon, Somerset 
CLARKE. R. I.:.. ;- Oriel Lodge. \Volvershill Road, 'Banwell, Weston-·super-

, --Mare;' Somerset .BS24 6DJ 
CLARKE·. Mrs. R. n.) Oriel Lodge, Wolvershill Road, Banwell. ·Weston-

ti' super-Mare, Somerset BS24 6DJ . : i • . 

CLEMENTS~ C. F. , 9 Clifford Avenue, Taunton, Somerset. 
)!c COGBILL,· S ..• 4, Ellbridge Close, Bristol BS9 lBU 

trH: J .C:OL;l:lINGS, H. M., 12 Morley Square, Bishopston, -Bristol BS7' 9DW • 
;t:; CONSTANT, J. S., 9 Newlands Road, Charlton Estate, Keynsham~ • 

Bristol BSl 8 2TS 
COOK. Professor J.M., M.A., F: S. A., Dept. ·of Classics. The University, 

Bristol BS8 lRJ --
COOK, L. R. , . 3 Yew Tree Cottages, Blagdon, Bristol BS18 6RA • • 
COOK; Miss, L .. 30 Crantock Drive. Almondsbury. Bristol BSl2 4HG 

.. ,.rr· COOKE, ·M. G. , 47 Station Road, Shirehamptan,, Bristol BSl l 9TU • 
* COTTER, Miss G., 3 Cote Park. Stoke Bishop, Bristol BS9 2AE 
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CRAVEN, J. M .. 10 Downs Cote Gardens, Westbury-·on-Trym, 
. Bristol BS9 3TT 

CRAVEN, MRS. J.M., 10 Downs Cote Gardens, Westbury-on-Trym, • 
Bristol BS9· 3TT 

* CRAVEN, R. M .. 10 Downs Cote Gardens, Westbury-on-Trym, 
Bristol BS9 3TT 

CRESPIN, T. J., 3 Graeme Close, Station Road, Fishponds, Bristol BSl 6 3SG 
CROOK, J~ D., 140 Fouracre Crescent, Downend, Bristol BSl 6 6PZ 
CUNLIFFE, Prof.essor B. , F. S. A. , Dept. of Archaeology, The University, 

Southampton, Rants .. 
* CURRY,· Miss J .... 'Lyntonfields ', Hamb rook, Bristol BSl 6 lQH 
>~ CURTIS, M. J .. 27 Barnton Park Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 BES 

CUTLER, Mrs. P, M., 1Highbury', Up:r,er Tockington Road, Tockington, 
Bristol BS12 4LH 

DAGNALL, Mrs. 'J.M. M., 60 Dial Hill Road, Clevedon, Somerset BSll 7EW 
DARBYSHIRE, Mrs.· A. E. V._, 17 Caroline Close, Keynsham, Bristol 

BS18 2LF 
DA VIES, M. R. , 11 Marsh Street, Bristol BSl ·4 AQ 

~c DAVIS·, Miss H., ·44 Greenhays, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol BSl 7 6DT 
DAWSON; ·D. P., City Museum,. queens Road, Bristol BSB .lRL
DIXON, Mr3. J., 8 Jesse .Hughes Court, Bath BAl 7BE 

>~ DOLTON, J.:R, , 50 Kinsale Road, Knowle, Bristol BS14 9EZ . ; 
DOUL, B D .. , 2 ·Ashton Gate Road, Bristol BS3 lSZ 
DRim<.WATER,. J.B., 44 Oakdale Court, Downend, Bristol ;BS16 6DU 
DURHAM,. M .. 9 'runbridge Close, Chew Magna, Somerset BSl.8 8SU 

*-DURIE, N. J .. , 9-Elgin Park, Redland, Bristol BS6 6RU 
'J DURNELL, J. , 3 Gle_n Park~ St. George, Bristol BS5 7ND 

ELKINGTON, D.; 1 Pyles Thorne Close,· Wellington, S)·,merset. 
· ,ELMS; D. B. H., 33 Arbutus.Drive, Coombe Dingle,. Bristol BS9 2PW 

EMMS, C., 6 Westbury Park, Bristol BS6 7 JB 
ESCRITT, .Miss J. :, City Museum, Queens Road, Bristol BS81RL 
EVANS, Miss L. C. ,, 53 Park Grove, Henleaze, Bristol BS9 4L(r,. 
EVERTON, Dr.- R. ~. ,· 46 Capel Road, Lawrence Weston, Bristol BSll ORE 
EVERTON; Mrs. R. F .• 46· Capel Road, Lawrence W.eston, ··Bristol BSll ORE 
FARRAR, R. A.H., R. C.H. lVI., Fielden House, 10 Great College St., 

• London, S W. 1, 
FEAR, A. C. K. , 60 Clifton Park Road, Clifton~ Bristol BS8 3HN 
FEWS, ... C. J. T., 40 Broomhill Road, Br.islington, Bristol .BS.4 4SG 
FIELDING; P. , 42 Glebe Road, Long Ashton,· Bristol BS18 9LH 
FINDI.!iAY, D. C., M.A.,. Russets, Chewton Keynsham, .Br.istol.BS18 2SW 
FIRTH~. Miss S. M. , Mo_nks Park House, Southmead Hospital, Bristol • 

.,, 

,. 
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. FLEMING, I. M.·. 22 Tennyson Avenue, Cleved'on, BS2.1 7UJ 
• ,·: F'LEMiNG, Mrs. • I. M .• 22 Tennyson Avenue, Clev~don, Bristol BS21 7UJ 

FLEJ'.CHER, Miss J .. 118A Pembroke Road;(Bristol' BS8 3ER 
FLYNN. Miss B. -. Flat 9~ '.Burlington Court, Burlington Road, Redlartd, ' 
• '. ; , , -.. Bristol BS6 6TN , ' - · - • 
F.ORREST, M .• 52 _Lake Road, Henleaze, Bristol BSl0 5JF 

• FORREST; _Mrs. M .• 52 ·Lake Road,· Henleaze, Bristol BSl0 5JF 
FOSTER,. Miss N. ,: Elni Cottage, Sidcot, Winscombe,- Somerset.BS25 lPB 
FOWLER: P. :,.·, 'M A., F S. A .. Extra-Mural Dept., 30/32 Tyndal1 1s· Park 

Road, Bristol BS8 lHR • 
FRENCH, A. M .. 7 Canynge Square, Bristol BS8 3LA 
FREY,'. A.·E~. Geography Dept.·, The University, Bristol BS8 lRJ 
FRITH, Miss Sheila, Monks Park House, Southmead Hospital, Bristol. 

*FROST, R. J., 47 Rayens· Cross Road, Lortg Ashton~ Bristol BS18 9EA 
GARDINER, F. W·. W .. High Cliffe, Park View, Rahdwick, Stroud, Glos 
G.ARDNER,''K. $., 81 West:Town Road, Backwell, Bristol BS19 3BQ 

* GAZZARD, Miss S .. 8 Woodbridge Road, Knowle, Bristol BS4 2EV 
GILBERT. M_. F. :. 23 Woodhill A venue, Portishead, -Somerset BS20 9EX 
GILCI:IRIST, J. S. ,. 1 Leigh Road, Clifton, Bristol BS8 2DA 
GORE, L. ~ . -.. 

, GORNY, Miss D. H. , 416 Portway, Shirehampton, Bristol BSl 1 9UA 
-' "'cdtibH, • w: M. ~ • Dun-dreagh, Steps End, ·nundry, Bristol BSl8 :BJB 
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REVIEW 
i /, "· ~ ' ' • 

Guide to the Bristol Archives Office; by Elizabeth Ralph (Bristol \ 
Corporation;, 1971) £2. 00; by post £2. 20 from the. City Archivist, 
·Council House~ Bristol. • 

Although, this reviewer :was. in its early days, ~volved' in the 
preparatioq. _of this Guide, it is hoped 'that the lapse of time will make a 
r;eyiew. ,permiss~hle. This b~_ok has_ been one ?(the mo"st needed,· and now 
it ii? .ay~ilable will prove one of the m.ost indispei::Isable, fools for the study 
o~ J;3:ristol, whether by historians qr by archaeologists. in search of c·om
pleme·nta~y backgr_ound evidence about their sites. • It is exactly ·what ·u 
says: ~ Guide which; sho:ws th~ kinds of records in Bristol Archives -
Office, how they came t'ogether, what they ·ar'e and what dates they cover. 
In the process it often giv~s a brief indication of their contents, but·this 
is not its pr~a.ry a~. It _is_'not a catalo·gu~; . and as ~here sometimes 
seems to be some confusion between the two.· and over the roles of guide, 
catalogue and ardh~vist • in helping the enquirer; their. difference is. • 
perhaps worth exploring in more d~tail. • 

.. . ~ ~ . . 
' The guide ·is a preliminary finding-aid: something the ~nqµir,er. can 

study before coming to the offic~ to give a starting point and an idea of what 
may be relevant to their interest: there are ·groups of 14th century deeds; 
there are records of the Company of Feltmakers, of 17-19th century ·iron 
f~µqtjr!es; of a corn market in Wine Street, or of the villages of· Dundry 
and''"':Wtterbourne. It is not a cataLogue which will instantly ·show you -· 
wh~i1g~l!3 deeds or plans survive for the sites of three or four specific 
properties on the north side, east end of Wine Street; or what documents 

.. IP-ention the city walls prior to 1400. The c'atalogue. giving· such precise 
details,_ including the nature and content of individual records from 12th to 
20th century, exists: but it occupies shelves and card indexes of such extent 
that they can never be published; nor would it serve any useful purpose so 

_.: • to separate them from the records to which they ref er. And,. contrary to the 
suggestion sometimes made, it would be dangerously facile to propuce a 

1:. ·!selected' catalogue for archaeologists becaµse it is .precise~y ,in t:he elusive. 
unexpected sources that the new discoveries are made. • . , : 

·-
,, , • This is where a second.mtsunderstan.ding seems sometim.es, to arise 

'.:·,Some hopefutenquirers expect-the archivist to wave a.wand and i:ii,stantly 
- :produce in.a neat row, ready translated and transcrib.ed, every (but ,every) 

: •• 'doc.ument mentioning medieval-street paving or cellar_s in a ce:rtaip., area; 
or ~very reference to sugar refining or (inevitably) ~la"'.'ery in Bristpi; .or all 
useful references to medieval hquse furnishings. A few queries, abqut a 
specific ;family, episode or some places, can be traqed immediatE;?ly from 
the catalogue. But others require research: and this is the job of the 
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enquirer. not the archivist. The guide, the catalogue and the archivist. 
in ascending or:qer of sophistication~ are the 'finding aids' .. 

Perhaps it-' is worth comparing the archivist with librarian or 
archaeologist. You expect a good librarian to show you what and where 
are the books on a p~rticular subject; to suggest particularly useful 
books on a certain aspect; and perhaps, from their own knoWe_dge. they 
may also suggest specific references. Yoµ would·not ·expect ~hem to 
know the entire book _off by heart; or to read it for to1;1;, ·or to translate 
it for you to reaq, if it was in a foreign language. The archivist is 
frequently expected to .do all these _thing~ - and usually opligee, • within 
reason. More seriously. you would no~ expect an archaeologist to.· • 

. pronounce on the details of a building while it is still deeply bu_ried 
below an unexcavated, indistinct hump in the ground. His experience 
may enable him to make a shrewd estimate of the type. date and . 
potential .value of the building as evidence; b:ut only careful work by 
the diggers, under exper~ diz:ection. can turn that estimate into reality. 
Similarly, the guide, the catalogue and the archivist are_ there to help 
and direct the historical student; with a few exceptions. they are not 

•• designed to do an 'instant job' or-provide 'instant answers•; . . 

Documeotary .research is essentially an individual achievement. 
• The aim of the finding-aids, from the archivist downwards, is to assist 
and promote that achievement by others; and the main way in which 
this is done is by making the documents available. The key to this is 
notjust. a mammoth index, but the arrangement of the' records in the 
order- and form in which they were originated, so that the purpose .and 
growth of the records_ and the organisation which produced them is made 
clear and lc;>gical .. : This is the basic.key to knowing what group of reco~ds 
are most likely to be of help_ in any specific enquiry, and it is this key • 
which..the Guide now provides for public use. . . , ·' 

-·· ·-:-It compresses an enormous amount of information into a remarkably 
small space - a considerable achievement. because it ;is also very easy 
on the eye. The first part covers the official archives. of the city, -starting 
with the first Charter of 1188 and tracing the development of city and records 
~hrough Lord Mayors, Council, Committees, Treasurer and Judiciary 

•• to Turnpike Trusts, U. D. C. s and R. D. C. s. One of the most valuable 
features for many users will be the short paragraphs' beginclng each section, 

• giving brief history, dates and development of the-. department or· organi-
: satldn '9once.rned. Thes~· bring -together in one place much basic but hitherto 

'
1ettisive'"mformation. The second part covers unofficial records deposited 

,: iil)he of~ice,''in~luding Ecclesiastical Records (which h£1ve their•own • • 
:r s~parately·p~lished guides already), Estate and Family, Business and· 

/ 

.. 

• 



l 

T.rade, a~d s~ on. Families are listed in alJ)habetical order; so are 
businesses. by their kinds (Chimney Sweep ... Copper ... Lead ... 
Ropemaking. etc. : surely a most useful device for students). There 
is a remarkably large section on records of various Bristol Societies 
(Anchor Society and Artillery Company. to Western Provident 
Association and Worcester Theatre). The index runs to twenty pages. 
which come as close as is ever likely to a portable tit·ini-catalogue, 
enabling one to look up not just Ale. assize of; or Anti-Slavery or 
Asylums; but which also includes Bristol streets and out-of-town 
places in Somerset and Gloucestershire. The last Bulletin anticipated 
the Guide as· a fitting culmination to Miss Ralph's 36 years as City 
Archivist; its appearance has more than justified that anticipation." 

Frances Neale 

NOTICES OF RECENT & FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 

Publication hold-ups. for various reasons ranging from power-cuts . 
• to the; d~ath. 9f John Baker, head of the archaeological publishing firm. 

have meant.that only one of our hoped-for review books and none of our 
regula:r,Jocal journals have been available in time to make this issue. 
Thi~. should, however, .make a good store of reading for next September's 
numb~r. Meanwhile, there are a number of other publications well 
deserving a shorter notice. 

Bristol City Museum has produced a Guide to the Roman Section of the 
Archaeology Galleries among its latest Information Sheets ( 3 p). 

Hedges & Loc.~l History (Standing Conference for Local History, 26 
Bedford Squ.1re, Longpn WClB 3 HU, 1971, 54 p inc. postage) _is a well
produced bookle~ ·!c<;mtaining the papers of the important conference. at 
which methods of dating hedgerows (and thus field systems) from-botanical 
and documentary evidence were discussed by Dr. M. P·. Hooper, Dr. W. G. 
Hoskins,. Dr. A. D. Bradshaw and D. E. Allen.. It provides the informed 
deta:il ·needed by ·local fieldworkers, if this theory is to be applied locally 
in a scholarly manner. 

A History of Bristol & Gloucestershire by B. S. Smith and Elizabetp 
Ralph (archi:vists of Gloucestershire ru;id Bristol respectively). is due to 
be publi5:he,cf .in A,pril (Darwen Finlayson, £3. 20). A straightforward, 
wel.1-illti~trated bqok. it has the .qll-too-rare aim of describing in one 
volume the inter~re,lationship of these .. two counties, the city and the 
countrysiqe which .. it has .served and been served by for centuries. 

l : ~ 
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The publication of what promises to .be the most important 
archaeological book in our area for a long time, Archaeology & the Landscape, 
ed. P. J. • Fowler: a tribute to L. V. Grinsell (John Baker £4'. 50) is imminent 
at the time of writing. • , • 

w .1, •• : • 

A revised edition of The Preparation of Arc haeological Reports, ~d. 
L. V. Grinsell and others, has been proposed but temporarily and unavoidably 
delayed because of publis~er's takeovers. _ 

• Next, tw6 books that ·both offer superb value for money, at opposite 
ends of the financial scale . 

. • A 'national' book, and a reference book well beyond the private pockets 
of most of .u~, Deserted Medieval_ Villages by M. Beres.ford and J. G. Hurst 
(Lutt'erwo!-"th· _Press, 1971, £_8. OQ; xviii, pp. 340, 16 tables, 31 plates, 42 figs.) 
is nonetheless of such importance to the local medieval archaeologist that a 
copy should be reserved from the public library as soon as possible. It is 
such a 'meaty' book that, for once, one feels the price is almost justified. 
It ranges from general to particular surveys of DMVs; from overall national 
research, to local gazeteers and bibliographies. House types, construction 
details (structure, roofing, flooring etc.), and variations in plan a.fe analysed. 
Historical ·research on the causes of desertion complement the· pra:ctical 
archaeology. -:ro1d maps are compared with the present ground ·surfac·e. A •. 
magnificent aeries of air photographs supplements the description of 'types'; 
and ·shows the varied visible quality of sites. Figure 13, showing the··dis..!tf'; 
tribution bf DMVs ·known at the end of 1968, makes the B. A. R. G. are_a· or::·t,,.r 

south Gloucestershire and north Somerset look remarkably pall:ii. •. Tliis is 
alttpp ~i,~arly explained, by comp_arison with Plan 5, showing th~,local-frequency 
of DMVs byAounties, and 'work i11 p_rogre~s•: Gloll:c~ster·is only ~.P9_int~_.up 
the scale of frequency - or should it be of local energy and interest? While in 
Somers'e't (p .• 35)·virtually nothing has been done. • The work and results in 
adjoinmg· are~s, as shown in t~ese two illustrations, strongly imply that it is 
20th century fieldworkers, rather than deserted medieval villages, which·· -i 
are lacking in our ave a. _ ' • • • • . • ··: .. 

The Archaeology of Lundy by K. S. Gardner ( Lan9m~rk. Trust, • 25p), 
is small but equally value-for-moqey. It forms a m9del example of jµst what 
intensive fieldwork can produce. The strict limitatio~ of an island encourages 
the concept of total fieldwork but there is no reason why Mr. Gar~ne1;'s 
methods should not be applied to any .reasonably well-defined mainland area. 
Sites are co\i'ered in two ways:· in chronological order and in a topographical 
sequence., eross-referenced·to ea.ch other, but with their main descriptions 
coming in the topographical section: The booklet can thus be used either • • 
as a history or as a fieldguide. Desct•iptions are shoi't but clear and precise, 
from Mesolithic flints to early 20th century golf-course·. 'with a we~lth 'of '· 
photographs. and plans. 

;11 
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LUNDY ISLAND 
. . 

Following the great' success of the 1971 excursion, Lundy Field Society is 
organising another day trip to Lundy Island, with guided exploration, . 
specially for arc;:haeologists, geologists, botanists and ornithologists. The 
boat will leave Ilfracombe 11. 30 p. m. , arriving back c. 7. 30 p. m. Boat 
fare £2. Details through your local archaeological group ( in any of whom 
are making supplementary tra:psport arrangements to Ilfracombe), or 
direct from A. F. Langham, 1 Furze field Road, Reigate, Surrey. Af:ply 
early to avoid disappointment. 

SOMERSET·'l'OWNS-·& TIMBER..;FRA:MED ·BUILDINGS 

The value and stimulus· of symposia is becoming increasingly realised in 
our region. After the niost successful pioneer symposium on Roman 
Somerset: Recent Work held at Wells la.st December, S . .A.. N. H. S. is 
holding another one, again in the .north of. the county, this time on The 
Archaeoloey of Somerset Towns, _ at t)1e Town Hall, Glaston:i,>ury on 8th _ L 
April. Details ff Pin. Nancy :J:,._ap.gmaid, '.!'he Castle, Taunton, This. is •• 
followed_ on ihe. µext S9-t1:1rdc3.y ~. i5~h-April, by one. on Timber-framed Buildings 
arr~nged by C. B. A. ·croup XIII, at Wheatstone Han,· Gloucester, at 
2. ·15 p. m. This discussion meeti...'1.g will cover Roman archaeolQgy~· 
vernacular architecture, and practical conservation. Tickets 40p {including 
tea) from J Fi, lthodes; City Museum, .Gloucester GLl lHP. 

-CALENDAR OF 
FORTHCOMING EXCAVATIONS COURSES & MEETINGS··-

March - September, 1972 ______ _, 

Abbreviations: 
. , i: B., -~ B. _!'{urn. Soc. , : 

B. G. A. ~,.: 1: , . 

, , University,:.'. ·' • • 
• '· •.•• ··.r 

S. A.· N. H. S. : 
.I.·, 

G. D. A; R. G. : .. I 

Bath and Brist·)l Numismatic Society -
Bristol & Gloucester Archaeoiogical Soc;:iety 
University of-Bristol Extra-Murai Dept~, 30/32 
Tyndall's Park Road, Bristol BS8 1HR 
Somerset Archaeological & .Ni. tural History: 
History Society 
Gloucester & District Archaeological 
Research Group , 

March 
25 ,_ B. A. R~ G.· TENTH .BffiTHDAY BUFFET .PARTY, University Union, 

Queens' Roac1, BH!STOL, 7. 30 p. m. 

25 B. G. A. S. A~NUAL GENERAL MEETING at Friends' House, 
Frenchay, BRISTOL, 4. 00 p. m. .. • • • • 



March 
2,6 

Apr.il 
• q 

8 
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;. AVEBURY TRIP: B. A. R: G. Associate Members. Details: 
• ;; • • '.. t _ ... -

: . Christopher B~e.~in ( see p. 84). 
1:- •• • • .! w; • --••-

••• • MEMBERS' EVENING. Olveston Parish Historical So~iety. •• 
. •. M~thodi'st·Hall, OLVESTON, 7. 30 p. m. ' ' • • 

• • ;; , • ' ~ • • .: , • I .._ ... 

: ARCHAEOLOGY OF SOMERSET TOWNS: S. A .. N. H;_ S. .. 
Symposium, Town Hall, GLASTONBURY .. Details· from Mrs.• .. 
N. Langmaid, The Castle, Taunton.. • • 

12 ASCOTT UNDER WYCHWOOD, by Don Benson. B. A. R. G. 
Lecture, City Museum. BRISTOL. 7. 30 p. m . 

.13 .. .' THE BATH.MINT, by L. V. GrinselL B. & B. Num: Soc. .. , 
_· .Room 144, Technical CollegE;? (New Building). .BATH, 7.15 p~ m. · 

10 ~---; °:EHUS~OL CLAY TOBACCO. PIPES by R·. ·.J~ckson. =,B. ChA.:s.-, .--~: 
.. ·_ '.·.· City Museum::. BRISTOL. 5. 45·p. m. · .•.. •• · • •• :. • • • ·_:·::~:.:_-:~ .... ,. 

15.i ·_ ·.:TiMBER.7~-RAMED BUILDINGS:· Dfacussio~ Meeting, cov~~in.g: -
, :J-. i ;- ,. _; •. ~. R.o!llan archae·ology,. vernacular a,rchitecture, and practical ~-·• 

~·'·-'·-·.···a.: • c<'.>rt~er:v.atfon13 CBA Group XIII. Wheatstone Hall, GLOUCESTER: 
:2.: 15 p. m. Tickets 40p (inc. tea)· from J. F. Rhodes~ City Museum, 
, O , , • .. • ✓ • ) < f \ .. • I ~ > \, 

: . ~: ,. , ~ Gloucester GLl 1HP • .. • : 
• "; ·' ;-

14 THE MONMOUT.H REBELLION by W .. Macdonald Wigfi~ld ..• ~. 
Banwell Soc. of Arch..• Village Hall~ BANWELtr 7. 30 p. m~ 

17 ROMAN CIRENCESTER by D. Viner, G.D. A. R. G., Queen 
Street lJaj.l, G_LOUCESTE~. 7. 30 p. m.· Non-mem9er~ 12½P. 

.,. . . .. ~ . 
18 FILM EVENING: B. A. ·R. G. Associate Members. City Museutn, 

BRISTOL, 7. 30 p. m. .. . .... ·; _:. 
:- ; • f • • ! -. 

,18- T~ ~ORMER ROYAL BOROUGH OF AXBRIDGE, .. by F. Jarmany. 
·, • ··-. :,: S. A;N. H. $. Weston-Super-Mare Branch, Public:Libr-ary, The 
' , •••••. Boul~vard, ,WESTON-SUPER-MARE, 7. 00 p. m: 'Visitors 10 p 

~ . . ~ ' . . . 
28-30 ·,THE ARCHAEOOOGY OF EXMOOR by L. V. Grinsell and .others . 

May 

. W/e school, SOUTH MOLTON.. Details from· Mr·s. ·H: Miles, 
;[,De'pt;· ··of Extra-Mural Studies, University of Exeter,· Gandy Street, 

Exeter EX4 3QN • • • 

. ; -; __ :-· 6i;·,,: .. • ABBEY.-DORE & SKENFRITH: B. G. A. S .. Fieldmeeting. Details· 
••• 'froni Meetings Sec. I ··Miss D .. Bailey, G~rth~· ·west Hill, Wraxall# 

Nr. Bristol. 
' . 

6 s.·A. N.' H.· s. ANNUAL G~NERA'L M~_ETING, Wyniondham Hall# 
TAUNTON Castle, 2.15 p. m; • • •• ' · ; 

Qt 

f. 
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S. A. N. H. S. Exhibition.of.Members' Work, at the County Museum, 
TAUNTON Castle. 

B. &·B. NUM. SOC. ANNUAL GENERAL-MEE.TING Room.l44, 
Technical College, (New Building). BATH, 7.1~ p. ~- ·• •• ••• 

• ,,1 .• 

HISTORY OF BANWELL, by D. F. Crocker. S/A. N. H. S. 
Weston-super-Mare B·ranch~ Public'Library, The Boulevardj; 
Weston-super-Mare, 7. 00. Visitors l0p ' 

ROW OF ASHES FARM, BUTCOMBE: IA/RB SETTLEMENT. 
Seventh season of training course in Fieldwork and' 
Excavation, dire-ete-d~-b-y-l2-.-J.... .. Ji:o.wler.__ ... Prior application. University. 

SEA MILLS (ABONAE). Excavation in advance of development 
by Bristol City Museum. Details from M. W. Ponsford (seep. 92) 

LUNDY ISLAND TRIP, Lundy Field Society excursion. Details, 
seep. 115. 

THE LOCAL HISTORIAN AT WORK by Robin Atthill. Banwell 
Soc. of Arch. , Village Hall, BANWELL, 7. 30 p. m. 

, 

BARNSLEY PARK, nr. CIRENCESTER: ROMAN VILLA & FIELD 
SYSTEM. Training course in Fieldwork and Excavation, directed 
by Dr. G. Webster and P. J. Fowler. Prior application. University 

DOLEBURY & PRIDDY: S. A. N. H S. Field meeting led by L. V. 
Grinsell. Meet at Churchill. Details from Mrs. N. Langmaid, 
The Castle, Taunton. 

14 WOOD CARVINGS IN SOMERSET CHURCHES by J.C. I?- Smith. 
Banwell Soc. of Arch., County Primary School, BANWELL, 
7. 30 p. m. 

26 - CADBURY, CONGRESBURY: IA/POST-ROMAN HILLFORT. 
23 Aug Research excavation, directed by P. J. Fowler, P.A. Rahtz, 

K. S. Gardner, Prior application. University. 
August 

6-12 MEDIEVAL CHURCH ARCHITECTURE IN SOMERSET, by 
H. Ross and J H. Bettey. Residential course based at 
Langford House. Prior application. University. 

September . 
16 B. G. A. S. Fieldmeeting: destinations to be announced. Details: 

Meetings Sec., Miss D. Bailey, Garth, West Hill, Wraxall, 
Nr. Bristol. 



- 118 -

MEMBERS LIST 

This Bulletin is heavily weighed down with the annual M~mbers 
List. If any errors have crept in, or if outlying members .subse_quently 
acquire a postcode, could they let the Membership Secretary know, as 
this is not an exercise we partic_ul~rly want to repeat! Similarly. it 
would be of enormous help .if'. members could. notify ~hanges of address 
promptly. • 

j' .. 

',' :. , 
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