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EDITORIAL 

Field archaeologists, accustomed never to stir outdoors without 
at least a l" Ordnance Survey map i:r:i their pocket, now have a new map 
which may prove almost as essential a piece of equipment: the 'facs4""4ile 
First Edition l" 0. S. maps issued by Dayid & Charles, of which t7 1)ia:st 
of the sheets covering the B. A. R. G. area has just been published. • 

The difference between our area as shown on these maps; . originally 
produced between 1809 and 1830, and on our present 111 sheets, basically 
~ 1950 's, is astonishing - an object lesson in th,e• archaeology of the recent 
landscape .. They effectively lift fieldwork back to. a stage .before the present; 
and the answers :to the. questions which, like anyioocf ·m·ap, they.prompt, 
are,unobscureq py 20th century development. Particularly striking is· the 
sheer '?~<tpge in the extent of Bristol since the 1830 's, especially t.o. the 
north ~l}P e~~t. Tracts of Mendip appear still unenclosed, crossep ?Y 
rambling paths; and elsewhere there have been many subsequent changes 
in road-lines which can now clearly be traced, 'before I and 'aftez: \. 
Turnpikes and some turnpike gates are indicated. Detail range.,s :(rom 
symbols pinpointing the coalpits of eastern Mendip, to pictorial depictions 
of the great avenues which radiate out from stately homes such as Badminton, 
often for several miles and well outside the present parkB: which ~xplain 
some otherwise apparently meaningless alignments of paths and boundaries 
where there are no trees today. Most of all, there is a profusion of names, 
not always equalleq even on our larger scale maps: farms, hamlets,·· lanes; 
hills, valleys and streams. 

It is, however, illuminating to see just how far archaeological 
_information ·on 111 0. S. maps has developed since the 1800 's. when many 
'archae.ological features now tµought proper for a general map were ·or:n,itted 
- not always :be ca.use they were' 3stµ.i unknown. Chepstow Castle ~ild ~y 
mention of Aquae Sulis, are conspiCUOllS by their absence. Old Sodbury, 
well drawn, appears as "Ancient Encampme~t 11

; Maesbury and Doleb'1tY, 
equally careful~y drawn~ are named but not described; Cadbury, Comt:res
bury does not appear at all. However, the Fosse Way is meticulously -
tracked across C•::>ub.try, and "Roman Remains" feature around Camerton; 
the Wick burial chamber at ST 70607189 appears as "Druidical Stones" 
and there are brave if not altogether successful attempts to indicate 
Mendip round barrows and Priddy circles. The difference in our One Inch 
maps then and now is pe.rhaps a reflection, not only of OUf good fort,-i.m~ in 
the work of 0. G. S. Crawford and the 0. S. Archaeology Division, but ·also 
of the difference between the inevitably patchy information .. c!.a few. eariy 
19th century enthusiasts, and the widespre'ii.d interest, organisation. a.~d 
coverage of 20th century archaeological ·societies. 

(l)for details, see Notices of Recent Publications, page 158. 
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ANIIV".LAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

by Barbara A. Noddle 
• l I ' 

"It seems that after the Neolithic Revolution the a:griculturaf
pio·neer loses his glamour. The cult,ivator becomes·degraded, at worst 
to a serf and at best to a country bumpkin. The reasons for this attitude 
are outside the scope of the animal archaeologist, but its consequences 
are felt. 

It was not ever thus; General Pitt-Rivers' .animal reports in 
Excavations in Cranborne Chase can rarely have been .equ~lle~. Towards 
the end of the last century the Proc.Soc. Ant. Scot. carries a long and 
discursive paper on wild white cattle, while a brief report on a barrow 
excavation mentions merely that "quantitieo of rude pot were found,". 
Then Lord Abercromby discovered his beaker types, and now the ce~amic 

. tail wags the archaeological dog with a vengeance,. so tha,t to .re.ad some 
• re.ports the excavation seems to have been carried out largely· for th~ : 

purpose of !inding potsherds. Pottery will of course give a lot of ,dating 
evidence and, pi?rhaps; information on folk movements .. but .. it reveals . . '. . . 
. far less about the economy of the people who made it. W}:1Pi1 all is said and 
-done, you ca~ot eat the stuff, nor will it pull your.plough. 

ln this country the neglect of excavated animal bones comes 
basically from economic causes .. In the. univer13ities. _archaeology is_ 
classed as a ·humanity. so that there is little money for scient~.fic • 
apparatus. and scientific work is considered 'to· be best ieft t·o ·the exp.ert 
- who is usually a devoted amateur. The :M]nistry of Works does not 
receive funds for this sort of investigation.· There are of course exceptions; 
the University of Cambridge runs a laboratory urtder Mr. Higgs. there 
are animal workers in the fustitute of Archaeology, and work is done in 

. the British Museum of Natural History and other museums. • But museum 
curators have very many ot he~ duties. and have rtot received much • • 
training ·for this sort of work unless they have trained themselves. 1n· 
this connection, Mr. Ch~plin did much to ~levelop e·conomic aspects of 
the subject _at the Passmore Edwards IVIuoeum. but has how had to give 
up m·uch ~f this work. '· • • 

1' ' .. '• 

_. There is a la.ck of vision 1n this subject.· It is· true that the 
information forthcoming is not very 'lnstructive· in isolation. Typical 
bone reports in the county,journals state that bones of ox: -sheep/goat·· , 
and pig were found, and· it would be surprising if they were not' Bette'r · 
reports -give· the· percentage of bone fragments found, and even numbers· 
of individuals with attempts to age them·.;·· Sometimes lists· of measure~ 

... ·- .... ·-------
{ _{ ' • 

• = i :, • • !~ '~'. i 
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ments are given; but often when the report reaches this sort of complexity 
and begins to be of tise for comparative purposes, only a summ_ary, is pµb
lished and the fuli repo~t sluinbers in some museum, for tables 'and his'to
grams cost money to publish. 

Animal archaeology is therefore still in its somewhat retarded . 
infancy. The plentiful raw material needs to be processed in a· reaso~ably 
standard manner so that full-time experts can work upon it. ·Valuable·. ' 
contributions have already been made, several from the continentc!l 
osteolbgical institutes so sadly lacking in this country.· ·For exruiiple, ' • 
there ts>ot. Bqessneck's paper on the 6steological differences betwee!n 
the sheep· and the goatCl), and several papers in Polish and Russiart which 
would merit translation if finance was available. ~rofe'ssor· Higham hair ••• 
made a start on the collection of data from modern animals which will ertable 
much information to be derived from excavated ones. ( 2) Mr. Chaplin has 
shown how much economic information can be derived from animal bone (to 
the best of my knowledge hio results have only been published on B. B. C. 2). 
Mr. Hudson has put together a vast amount of information on excavated 
cattle bonesC3). Dr. Ryder has charted the evolution of British sheep bre·eds 
using skin and wool samples( 4). Ryder has also written a most useful intro
ductory book on animal archaeology< 5). I hope during my tenure df a • 
Research Fellowship at the University of Birmingham. to evolve meth~ds ;for 
determin'ing carcase weight and nutritional status fr~ni bone~ a:nd possibly 
to find osteological data in sheep to fit in with Dr. ·Ryder's scheme; Ho~ever, 
the potential harvest is vast and the labourers few. 

There are other items of information which may come to light which 
cannot be predicted, and I can only give examples from the material I have 
worked upon myself. At Overton Down two of the _Romano-British sites_pro
duced widely different bone collections. One is a fairly conventionar agri
cultural collection comprising mainly sheep and cattle, with so~ hors~. The 
other contai~s the same spe~ies in different ratio, but severt1.l complete ~iinbs 
and minor bones 'of horse and some cattle indicate the animals or joints' were 
buried whole, and suggests ritual function. At the Colombian• mona~tery· in 
Iona there was! a midden with no· obv_ious stratification. At its base, however, 
there were many bones fr,Jm the choice joints _of the hind limbs of deer· an.cl 
cattle, whereas at the top.the wh<;>le carcases were represented,. and the deer 
was much diminished to be replaced by pigs and sheep. From· this ori~ gains 
the impression that the deer were killed off and replac·ed in the woodland by 
pig, but that some of the woodland was cleared, giving way to heath on which 
sheep were kept. I am, however,. at a-loss to expla:lh'the predilection of 
som:l sixteenth century monks for the right shank of sh~ep.· • 

' ·.:· 1\. 
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Until some rich and enterprising university produces grants 'for 
soil scientists to work out just how much information is lost in the 
excavation soil heap, animal bones are the least utilised source of 
information that there is. In such circumstances it is the amateur 
archaeologist who usually comes to the rescue. In this case he is well 
suited to the task; since the work demands little apparatus and the skills 
involved must. be self-taught apart from the initial instruction, which is ·•: 
being provided by the Extra- Mural. Departments of some enlightened •• ·' ,, I 
universities, of which Brintol is one. It is, however, time-cons'uming 
and requires a certain amount of space, if only for the sto~age of the 
reference collection and the :i;naterial itself. As a rough estimate, it 

· takes an experienced person some thirty hours to report on a teachest 'full 
of bone. Some excava~ion committees are prepared to recompense the 
worker for this time. 

Though one may be bold and collect one's reference material 
from the whole bones in excavated material, using a text book such 
as Sisson's Veterinary Anatomy as an initial guide, it is probably _easier 
to start with modern material. The species needed are ox, sheep, pig, 
horse, .dog, cat and rabbit. A set of bi~d and fish bones are useful so 
th.at they can be sorted. out a sent to an expert; the detailed identification 
of these orders requires a vast reference collection, as is also the case 
with small rodent bones. 

Bone from mature animals is best; that from the butcher has 
unfused epiphyses and is soft and fragile: my entire collect_ion • of pig bone 
from this source was once eaten by two white mice. Therefore, the • 
knacker, or the slaughter-house catering for the meat•pie''trianufacturer 
is a better bet, and here one will also obtain the .head and feet which the 
butcher does not take. The knacker may occasionally hav~ ·,a h6rse, or 
.even a donkey;_. tµe history of the donkey in this country is· a. comple~e · • 
.blank. Dog anc_i (?at may be obtained from a dog's home or one's veteri
nary surgeon. Deer are a problem, . but a game merchant ·or the Forestry 
Commission may be· able to help. Goat is 'even· more difficult, arid rriay 
have to be id_entified by a proc·ess of elimination between sh'e·ep and roe 
deer ... Modern pig ·is not entirely suited' for the· work; 'pr:ior to the· 18th 
century, European pigs were more ljke wild boar, but wild hoar carcasses 
are,not exactly common.,. • •• 1 

• • ';:::•·· ·, •• • _,. 

:, '(' . ; t:. (J, ! , .. 
Cleaning _th~ b·one~ is ·alsq.'.~ pr·o~lem. If one has a· tolerant family, 

one can use a copper on the stove. Burying in the garden is a possibility, 
but it takes about six months. Some bones might be found ready for use if 
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one explores moorland or beachcombs, particularly in the far north. 
I acquired sheep, cattle and deer bones from the beach at B_ettyhill, 
Sutherland when I was starting this work, and more recently I picked 
up a horse skeleton from the old animal cemetery in N. Ronaldsay, 
Orkney, where I was studying the native sheep, which are probably 
very similar to the Iron Age sheep of the south. 

One's method of reporting -depends on the sort of material 
I " f 

with which one. is presented. Small bags from a lot of layers are less 
daunting to a beginner than lar.ge boxes; but more inform at ion can be 
gained from the latter,, and one-must.beware of the excavator who says; 
he will send you correlations between layers later, and does not do so. 
The initial task is to s~parate the spe.cies present. Next, identify the 
individual bones and list them at the same time measuring lengths of 
whoie ·bones, width of.undamaged bone ends, etc. If there are numbers 
of one particular bone ·fragment you may wish to record a special 

· measurement which must then be. defined. It should be noted whether the. 
bones are mature, or have the epiphyses unfused. 

The state of dentition in skulls and mandibles should be recorded. 
Loose teeth can be sorted into incisors, canines ( in those species that 
have them), premolars, upper and lower molars, and third upper and lower 
molars; these last are easily .distinguished and give useful information on 
aging. It should also be r.ecorded whether the teeth are. erupted, partially 
worn or very worn. 

From the assembiec. lists the number of individuals present can· 
be worked out. Their age· range ":is determined from the unfused bones 
and the teeth. The most compact· data for reference is that supplied by 
Silver CB). It is based largely on modern animals and so is probably not 
accurate for those of the past, but it is widely used and hence an 
acceptable standard. • • • .. • • 

The details of the different bones fouud if very numerous, are 
probably best given on a histogram. Otherwise they may be split into 
bones from the good meat joints of axial skeleton and limbs (the fore and 
hind limbs might be presented separately if they are unequally represented), 
the poor quality 'joints' of head and feet, and loose teeth. This last 
indicates whether the deposit was long exposed to the action of the elements 
and scavengers, as teeth are more durable than the rest of the skeleton. 
Also, vertebrae are less durable than the long bones and extremities, so 
that good joints are under-represented. It should be borne in mind, however., 
that although most domestic animals end up by being eaten, trey were 
probably kept primarily for another purpose, such as traction or the provision 
of wool. 



From the accumulation of such bone reports, it should be possible 
to deduce much information not currently available, such as whether a 
migrating people introduced a new breed of animal, or a particular disease, 
and the average level of nutrition; in connection with the last two points, 
a]+-abnormalities should be recorded . 

. • This essay has concentrated mainly on work with bones. ·However~ 
animal archaeology is not confined to any particular period, and indeed 
might only be said to come to an end in the 19th century, when the practice 
of breaking up bone and using it aa a fertiliser became widespr~ad~ • For 
those more interested in archives than bones, there must be a lot· of passing 
r~ferences which hitherto have passed unnoticed. In this connection· it is 

. _sad that agricultural historians are more interested in field types and land 
inheritance, than in the details of what was actually formed. In a list .of 
workfars and their subjects in a recent number of the Agricultural History 
Review. less than 1% expressed an interest in animals. It is true that 
during the medieval period at least, livestock was mainly in the hands of the 
small proprietor who was likely to be illiterate, but there must nonetheless 
be quite a lot of documentary' information and I would be most grateful to hear 
from anyone coming across such references. 

l 
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AND STILL ON BONES 

It seet1'5. appropriate to follow this article with a reminder that the 
sequel to last year's successful Bones and Archaeology weekend course, 
with a panel of l,ecturer/instructors including Miss Noddle, is being organised 
by the University of Bristol Extra-Mural Department for February, 1970. A 
few places are still available, so enquiries should be made without delay to 
the Department at 20A, Berkeley Square, Bristol BS8 !HR. 

Turning to human bones in particular, B. A. R. G. member Mrs. J. M. 
Popplewell has drawn attention to the publication of The Romano-British 
Cemetery at Trentholme Drive, York, by L. P. Wenham (M. P. B. W. 
Archaeological Report, H. M. S. 0. £6. 10s. 0d. ) commenting that "a wealth 
of information is derived from the skeletal remains of at least 350 individuals. 
This is humerically an acceptable basis for the conclusions drawn, which 
include age assessment, physical features and pathological conditions. Use 
of coal in the associated crematorium is of interest, remembering the local 
use of Somerset coal on the altar of Sul Minerva at Bath. " The analytical 
and statistical methods, applied on this scale, will obviously make this a 

, reference book of considerable interest and value to osteologists. 

BRISTOL CITY MUSEUM: THE NEW ARCHAEOLOGICAL GALLERIES 

A most complimentary aJ;"ticle on Bristol City Museum's new 
Archaeology Gallery ( Prehistoric Section). with excellent illustrations, 
appeared in the magazine Display, for August 1969. The "Grand Opening" 
of the Roman Section is plann.ed for January 1970 ( see Calendar) and will 

9 be performed by Norman Cook~· B. A .• F. S. A .• F. M.A., Director of the 
Guildhall Museum, London. The Guildhall Museum's close asaociation 
with all the recent archaeological activity investigating Roman London, 
makes Mr. Cook an especially appropriate guest for what should be a 
memorable occasfon. • •• 

ROl\f.tAN GATCOMBE 

We are pleased to note that the attractive ezjtibition on "Roman 
Gatcombe" in the front hall of the City Museum, Bristol which regrettably 
escaped the editorial eye for the last issue, will now be extended from 
December 1969, to March 1970. 
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THE PREHISTORIC /ROMANO-BRITLSH SETTLEMENT AT 

ROW OF ASHES FARM, BU.TCOMBE: .. EXCAVATION AND FIELDWORK, 1969 

· by P. J. Fowler 

• During our fo.urth sea.son in May/ June, carried out·by Bristol University 
• : Extra-Mural Department in conjunction with B. A. R. G. , three distinct ·but 

I 

· linked activities \\ere involved: every day people from ·Butcombe went over to 
• 'help on the M5 Research Committee's excavation of a round cairn ·on Court Hill, 

Tickenham, whiie others continued surveying in the immediate· vicinity and 
further afield. A satisfacto~J achievement of this latter group under Nick 
Pratchett and John Silby, was to survey the large area of excellently preserved 
settlement and field remains on South Hill, Blea.don {ST 345567), over which 
hung a .. threat of possible quarrying. Surveys. of the Lye Hole vill~JS~ 50{)622) 
and Brean Down .. (ST 285590) field systems have also been completed,. Jhe -latter 

,,in a .force eight gale which fuliy justified our tacheometric•survey:-rm~th"O,dS. 
\ ,. . . . . . 

, Meanwhile, also ~n the. fieldwork side, Frances Neale has relocated the site 
• of the Havyatt vill~.(S~ 4801_6145), which fits ve~y nicely into whar.1ooks .almost 

.. like _a planned v~a setf:le:'lle.nt pattern _along the Vale of Wrington; an~.otp.er 
, ,,fieldyvor~ in Nempnett _Thrubwell has al01ost completed an exha~stiv~. field-by-

f!~e.~d: ~h~~k of the yvrhole parish. . .,: 
. • .,. . . . ·, • ; '(. 

The_ third,;5c~ne of a,ptivity was at the exqayation.itself {.ST 50846~~6). 
Here the training aspect was strengthened by the addition of Jennifer Gill to 
the staff so that the drawmg .. of objects .. on . .sit~ could be added to the course. 
Ao a result, we left the site this year not only with all the finds cleaned, sorted 
.. arid:_Gata)._qgu_erl_a.s.Jmp~':c!!ably .as .ever., but with the. illus.trations.~r.e.atly!. too. 
Little new ground was opened, ~~cavation being concentrated on examination 
of the earlier·1eve1s of areas already open. The wisdom· of doing this rather 
than extending: t_he"exploration of the late-Roman levels ·may be question'ed·, 
but it certainly produced results in terms .of s~quence and structure: Th:e 
followfug•·summary is based on that iri Procs. U. B. S.S. 11, 3 (1967-8). 214, and 
descriptions refer to fig.· 52 in ·the same· report {the same figure is ·also 1 

reproduced in Current Ar'chaeology 10 (Sept. 1968). 255); 
• I !• • •. • :, • 

In the-Early Phase (?'Mesolithic - early Romano-B_ritish),·the 
possibility of Mesolithic activity is raised by the occurrence of a flake of'!. 
Portland Chert, and of a pre-Iron Age structure by two sealed post-holes 
associated only with flint .flak~s. .M.or.~ .. Neolithi.c/Bronze Age flint-work and 
axe fragments were recovered, and a highly decorated pottery lug has its 
closest affinities in Beaker ceramics. The Early and Middle pre-Roman Iron 
Age is represented by pottery which :includes· a· small amount of haematite
coated ware alid 1a-rarige·of coarser wares with calcite,· 1001ite·, 1itnestone, 

• • • . i - ... 

l • 

, .. . . 
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shell 3.nd quartz fiJ.lers singly or in combination. A small quantity is 
decor J.ted; the commonest forms are large 'cooking' jars and smaller 
'bead -rim' jars. Undouhtedly the site was occupied by a settlement, of 
which one circular timber structure, represented by_?, rock-cut palisade 
trench 10m. in diameter. lm. wide and 0. 5 m. deep at most, has been 
comp:.etely excavated. ·what could well be an adjacent building was located 
20m. to the north. 'Belgic '/Early Romano-British occupation, strati
graphicl;l,lly later than the structures just menticned, was. clearly associated 
with :;•ock-cut pits and metal-working, the slags from which have now been 
analyc.ed; and contemporary rectangular stone footings and other features 
are 'b:~ginning io appear outside the w~st end of Build~g Al. Several more 
bow brooches, and Samian and 'Belgicised' wares mark this phase; but 
wheth8r it continued directly from the prehistoric Iron Age settlement is 
still not clear. 

It is, however, beginning to look as if the postulattd later 2nd century/ 
3rd century hiatus before the building of the stone· structure of the Ma:ifrl?hase 
c. 27 J A. D. is imaginary, the result in part of the destruct ion of all earlier 
Ievek on its site during the construction of Building Al on which we have 
prevbusly concentrated. The sharp drop in the am~u'nt of late· 3rd/ mid 4th 
centu"y material. particularly coins, as we h~ve moved away from that 
Build.ing, now suggests it was used for domestic as well as agricultural •• 
purpcees. 

The Late Phase (after c. 350 A. D.) is proving tantalisingly difficult 
-to· der:aonstrate structurally, perhaps because timber buildings on and in the 
stone ruins replaced the stone structures, but coarse hand-made pottery ~gain 
occurred in the right layer in Enclosure B. ·cl.early our excavation technique 
has S"J far been inadequo.te for the complexities of a complex but surely tyi>ical 
site v:hich warrants further slow and thoughtful dissection. Dissection will 
contiriue 23 May - 7 June, 1970, and for 'the fortnight beginning with the' Spring 
Bank Holiday weekend for the next five years, D. V., and, we hope, with the 
continuing kindness and goodwill of the Bendall family who impart such a 
uniqu, ~ and enjoyable character to our stays on their land. 

PUBLICATIONS OF OTHEk s6cIETIES. 
•• •· ,, • • • •• • , I I. ' ,. 

While B. A. R. G.' does not maintain a formal Liorary of 'its own, . any, 
mezµbers who wish· to ccnsuit. local County Societiesi Proceed~ngs, C. :f?.:fo.•. 
Regional Group publ~cation.s, or any o~ the journals etc. ·prod_uce~. by . 
. ~Q<!iet~es~ wi~h whom.::B~ ·A. R. 9~ ., exchanges. the Bulletin {see_ Memhers List.,•• 
~~:in -3~· 4, • Spring.19'69), yvJ:i,ich are kept at. the city 'Museum, Bristol, should 
conte.ct the Hon. Secretary. 
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B. A. Rj G. EXCURSION: MI NCHINHAMPTON & AVENING 
! f I 
: .!. ~ 

On 20th September 1969, one of the few fine days in that month, some 
twenty B. A. R. G. members made a sortie into Gloucestershire to visit the 
Minchinl;lampton and Avening areas, so rich in archaeology that only a fraction 
of the potential sites could be seen in the time available. • 

- • An early stop was made at Sodbury hill-fort, where we were fortunate 
to be guided by Dr. Isob"'l Smith. The site, described in B. A. R. G. Field 
Guide 1 by Mr. Grinsell, encloses some 13 acres; it is univalla.te on the 

• :west and· bi-vallate on the other side~,-. the two banks being noticeably 
• • different in construction. Traces of other slight banks .. adjacen't to_ t_he fort 

-were ·also noticed. The. City Ml:1seum is now the richer by s~veral pieces 
: •·of red_dened limestone collected by Mr. Grinsell for· examination; --it was 
- suggested that these may ind~qate #ring· of timber defences· at the entrance. . .,: . .. . . 

• After a visit to Stroud Museum, where Mr. L. F. Walrond showed 
us a cross-section of items of all periods from the ·neighbourhood, the· 
party moved on to Minchinhampto:n Common where we were·~et·by Mr. 
Colin Bowen, of the- Royal Commission on Historical Monuments. • He had 
provided most comprehensive-not~s and a sketch plan for our· guidapce, 
which together with his expert explanations enabled us to form a clearer 
picture of the network of complicated earthworks on the Co:inmon; ·and to 
obtain an idea of their relative chronology. Apart from the succession of 
linear earthworks which range :ln date from· Iron Age to the Park Enc_losure, 
we also saw a number of pillow mounds and unexplained ·pits with associated 

_ ~mounds. . ·-~~-· 

. A visit was then made t,~· the Minchinhampton Long Stone, which with 
its much smaller neighbouring stof;l~, now incorporated in a field wall, is 

·' the 1a·st remnant' of a chambered. long barrow. Finally, the party s'crambled 
atter Mr. Grinsell to the three re-sited burial chambers, notably that with 
a port-hole entrance, at Avening, where Mr. A. Roos told us something of 
~ similar type of to1;,1~ ;in Francet _ .... _ .... 

• • • • : Eliza.beth Adams 

. ... \::; 

*,r • -~-1 {t( 1.f ,.~ • !(H. : 

.r ... :· Lr·<.J .. if-;•\ ~.i ~- I 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

_ t.rV, •. _ '':tJ:;.:-:. At _the t~e of writing, th_e _under-1~ mE:~~ei-s~ip of B •. A,. f!-· c.t):~. 
·!t'lf;: . Y'ell~_<:>.ver t~e fifty ~a:k: _and r;i.s~g:. an.expansion m numb_ers lm~~.~ ~1th 

:·::i , ithe -programme of activities arranged thi$ year, and especially with.the 
·• framing excavatio;n_of July ~i-id J.\.U!ffiSt. Instead of remaining a compait~tively 

inactive section, Associates are being encouraged ·to take part in local 
archaeology within, and eutside. the framework of B. A. R. G. 

, I . ,. 
' ......... . 
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One r~a~on for the bracket-i.ng..:off of Associate Members from 
adult mem9,~i~ .• , apart from the .reduction in subscription, is the desire 
of man~~\.~SSO~i't'te Members to· le,arn 

1
ab

1

6ilt 'archaeology·· 11rrom>scratch". 
Youn~;1Wopi,e .~ould do this b:):;Pl~ging·int6 the middle··and'learning 'as 
they\~~;f,\9?,g; , 91.Jt surely it is' preferable to have activities· designed 
speq,i.alli, fo,r .1?eginners. I ha7e already mentioned the Associate Members' 

, ~ i• , .. -· ,~h ).i : 

training ~t'Af vation which was directed by Mr. Ponsfq1:d and earned the 
Associates a number of new members and a mention in the local press;. 
This has been followed up by twice weekly study sessions on the finds under·"· 
the superv~sion of Janet Escritt. 

' ··':' ·13~,,th~ t~e this Bulletin is issued the Associate Members will have 
had-three of their series of five introductory lectures. These meetings 
were planned to deal with a number of general topics - none of them based 
on any specific local site or problem, although of course the speakers. will 
probably illustrate their talks with. local examples.' • They are, deliberately, 
in a different category to most other B. A. R. G. meetings. Unfortunately, 
the idea that full members are not welcome at Associate Members' meetings 
{ and vice versa) may have been unintentionally ouggested. I hope it is not 
too late now to correct this impression - of course anyone is welcome at 
these "introductory" lectures. 

During the first two weekends of July some fifteen Associate 
Members were busy with practical research on Dundry Hill. a handy and 
archaeologically fairly rich area. Surveying with plane tables was practised 
at Maes Knoll Camp, and then a field system behind, and apparently connected 
with,, lJf?~~?Il Farm was plotted, although this proved slow and the results were 
not v~1ry' .·accurate. A soil resistivity meter was used on the site of a church 
c>.t Norton Hawkfield, but no conclusive results were obtained. Altogether 
the Fieldwork weekends turned out to be rather less successful than was 
hoped, but at least we have leax:nt from our mistak~s. 

Finally, an Essay Competition for Associates has been organised, 
thanks to the gift of an anonymous well-wisher; titles should be with the 
Hon. Secretary already, and I hqpe that plenty .c;>f Associates are busy 
writing! ~ • ,. 

M. R. I. Durham 

B. A. R. G. SYMPOSIUM, 1969. 

The fifth'~ .. ~- R. G. Symp~sium, which will have taken place shortly 
befope this Bulletin appears, will be reportep in condensed foi,m in the next 
issue, 3. 7 (SpPing, 1970); together with notes of former oontPibution.s which 
have since been published. 
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NOTICE .OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

' . ,' N_otice' is gi:ven th~t the Annual General Meeting of tµe Bristol 
Archaeological Research Group will be held at 2. 30 p. m. on Saturday, 
21st F~brua~y,1970 in t~!3 Museum Lecture Theatre (entrance in. Univers~ty 
Road), .Bristol BS8 lRL. Members are reminded that in accordance with •. 
rule ;~;~ .l1?n;1~~tions for ~fficers and members of co~itt'e~. should •. b.e : • 
r;ec~~y~d py t~e Hon .. Secretary not less than 14 days befo:t,·E::,~he date p~ tlte 
meeting, accompanied by the names of the proposer and seccinqer a.n9: .the· 
written consent of the nominee. •• • • 

. ' . 
• '. :. ,The C_hairman is retiring and is not available ·ror ;r.e-ele.ctio:p,. 

The, .foll?vring offic,~rs. retiring are eligible for re::ele.ction: • Hon. S~~ret.~ry, 
~on. Assi~tant Secretary, Hon. Se~retary for Associate Members, Jfon. • 
T'fe~slur~+• H_on. Editor (Bu)J.etin), Hon. Excavations Adviser~ • The'. ~etµ-~g 
members .of ~ommittee (who are not available for re-election) are Mr. E. J. 

, • •• • • t, "i A, • 

Mason and R~v~ A. ~orton. 
~~ . ; ... • ! . ' 

1 •• ' ,. i ~ 

• After the meeting, the-Group will be addressed by Mr. Philip 
Ba~ker 'on "Priorities: Rescue or Research 11

• ' • • • ,. ' 
, . 

December, 1969 . . 
... 

t,t 

I • MINING ON MENDIP 

M. G. Hebditch, 
Hon. ~~cr~~~ry ., 

•·.)• ,l. " . ... , 

• ·,,The almost simultaneous appearance of two items has prompted 1 • 

some thoughts'·on this·subject: details of the newly formed M. R, B A ... and 
a memorandum on the Industrial Archaeology of the Mendip Lead Industry. .. 
entitled "A Plan for Research Projects" drawn up last October by Dr. R. A. 
Buchanan. 

·,·:"ThecSociety· for. Mines.Research in the Bristol Area·(M. R,:B. A..-) 
is a new group being formed to study mining in Mendip and South • .'. ., : 
Glouc·ester.shire; Their principal concern is with lead and other metalliferous 
mines; and their aim is fieldwork, surveying and preservation work where 
necessary, together with ·the-·stttey·-of-the-baekground· history of these 
industrial remains. A particular~ co~t~ibution-the group is already making in 
this field, is its enterprisiflg ·e~-wit~· 0istrict Mines Historical 
Society, with whom·there has· already been•a us·eful interchange:·of visits, 
views and pracUcal;experierice in. the ·field; : The· .f orm,al ·inauguration ef the 
g.roup· is:planned-for Springr1970;· meanwhile interested··enqtdries sho~ld be 
sent to J. Sheen Esq .. 95 Brentry Lane, Brentry., BristolBSlO 6RH~ : • •. 
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The appearance of another group concerned with mining on and 
around Mendip does underline the urgent need for a co-ordinated review 
of future policy in a subject that is so obviously of interest: To date, to 
this writer's limited knowledge, the Mendip Nature Research Committee 
and Charterhouse Field Centre are directly concerned with the area; 
numerous Caving Clubs, from our august U. B. S.S. downwards, have a 
longstanding interest in and experience of Mendip mineshafts as well as 
natural caves - and the one often involve the other. B. I. A. S. has its 
Mines section headed by Mr. John Cornwell, with whom we understand the 
new M. R. B. A. is in touch; and its Chairman, Dr .... B.uchanan, promoted 
the Symposium on the Lead Industry at the Bath Conference on Industrial 
Archaeology last October. B. A. R. G. , one of the first in the field with its 
Survey & Policy, and Field Guides, has been associated with the Extra-
Mural Department of Bristol University ( and Dr. Buchanan) in the "Lead 
Mining on Mendip" course of 1967 which was so successful and oversubscribed 
that it is being repeated in April 1970; and has long been expressing hopeful 
intentions towards the earlier mining remains on Mendip. In additi9IJ,. the 
declaration of Mendip as an area of outstanding natural beauty, and p~~µre 
conservancy work at Ebbo:r and Longwood, give bodies such as the ~e_g~ip 
Preservation Society, Nature Conservancy and the Mendip Trust a_pr,~:c~i~al 
interest in the matter. It forms an intimidating list, and could doubtless be 
extended. 

Such energy and interest is encouraging - all the more so for being 
channelled into groups; and one hopes that these multiplying groups are 
themselves a recognition of how much needs doing on Mendip. The danger 
lies in the failure of these groups to achieve a co-ordinated policy of re
searcfr tirt◊ .. the.it various subjects and periods: a danger riot merely of 
wasthli:o~--d-uplwa;t'ed effort, but of one group knowlingly or unkriowlrigly • 
destr'byirig·artothet's material in pursuit of its own. This last cdn:1cut both 
ways on as intensively mined an area as Mendip: Romanists are as likely 
to int~rfere with 19th century industrial archaeologists' remains, as Yice· 

.. 
versa. 

Dr. Buchanan expresses a keen awareness of this situation in 
&'is '~Plan.for Research Projects", and comments on the present position 
of resear'd~. that "the history of Mendip lead has recently begun to· interest 
~cholars and students, and there is as yet little collaboration between 

'f them .. ; -It-w.ould.be a -valuable exercise,· therefore, to establish• ~frective 
• liaiSon between these hlterested parties ; . . . Interest in the subjebt is one 
thing: • systE(tnatic work is another, and most of the work done so far has 
been spas:m8dic and incomplete". He outlines a "Systematic Policy'~ for 

• th~ 'study· ofMendip, concluding with .the need for a "combined effort . :· 
(which} . •. would make· possible the 'reconstitution' of the physical 
history o{ the Mendip lead industry 11

• 
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Is this not therefore an occasion for a "Confederation of Groups". 
to evolve a programme and policy_ that would enable each to achieve much 
more? The M. 5 Motorway research organisation has proved that it can be 

' done. Will these Mendip mining groups,· old and new, make the first move 
to do the sa~e for Mendip - now, before it is too late? 

, 
I·, 

THE MUSEUM, WESTON -SUPER-W.ARE 

F. Neale ' 

• - • 'Member~ who have not had recent occasion to visit this,' one· of the 
most important local museums outside Bristol in the B. A. R: G. area, will 
find a fresh visit rewarding. Modernisatfo·n o~ abo\lt half the archa~ological 
display emphasises the startling difference that such well-lit; well-arranged 
"window" cases can make to the items they contain - for the expert and the 

'casual visitor alike. • The present contrast 'between these new wall displays, 
and tta remaining old-style wall and floor. cases, shows just what cari be 
achieved'. The check-list of the Museum, the first part of. \\h ich. appears 
in this issue, reveals a wealth of local material that leaves one hoping for 
continued modernisat'ion which will give· it the setting it so obviously merits. 

' 

RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL ACCESSIONS 
IN THE CITY MUSEUM, BRISTOL 

by L. V. Grinsell 
• ' ~: ♦ I 

. The princip~ _acc~sion.s during 1969 co-y'1r alm,ost every_per.iod. 
In February Mr .. T,--.;~ ... yry pr~.sented his collec~:i.o_n of Lower Palaeolithic 
flint implements from the lower B_ristol ;Avon., .Duz.-ing, the summe.r a cast 
was obt1:1ined of a recently q.is~overed engraved ··antle,r .f~agmert. of Upper'. 
Palaeolithic.period from Qough 's Gave,' Cheddar~. A Neolithic_ s_ton_e ~-e • 
from Wotton-under-Edge, a product of the axe ·factory at Tievebulliagh~ .. 
Co. Antrim, was acquired by exchange from Keele University. A .barbed-
and-iqIJ.ged, Qint arrowhea? of Bronze.Age,_ from Felton,, \Vas given by the 
finq~r,,. Master .Mark Carpenter~ aged 8. Electrotype,s of_ an Iron Age g9.~d 

i, coin:-of CORIO, t~e original founp. ~t Cheddar, 'Yere acqt4red ~ro:gi the. ,1 : 

British Mm;eqm. ,Roman finq.s hav_e included material from a, ~e,t~le.m~:µ~ 
il),the groµnds of Hortham Hosp~tal, Alm.on_~sb~y. A Dar.k Age p_e_n,ann~ar 
bronze bl".ooch from CADCONG,. present'7d by_t~e firlder,.Mr_s,. Bery~ S~itp. 
fits in well with th~ known history of the:~ite. ':!;he .Anglo-Saxon per~od_ 
is represented by a_ coin called ·a. s.ceatta, found at .Portishead and acquir_ed 
from the finder; • A notable Medieval. apcession is a well-preserved tile of 
John Newland, Abbot of St. Augustine's {Bristol) fr•Jm 1481 to 1515 .. The, 
Post-Medieval phase is represented by a fine example of the rar·e Bristol 
hali-groat of Charles I. • 

• 

• 

" 

• 



• 
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL MATERIAL IN LOCAL I'-lUSEUMS: A CHECK-LIS-T:::-:-: .. ------------,-.--------------,---.,.------:-----·•' 
(PART VII} 

edited by P. J. Fowler 

WESTON-super-MARE The :Public Library & Museum, 
The Boulevard. 

The inclusion of this collection again exceeds our original limitations, 
and would have been impossible without. the assistance of the pr<,>fessional 
museum staff. The sheer bu]k of material has made this the most difficult 
of the l_i~t9,to compile so far. It is divided into t'~o part~-~'part•(i) co~ering 
prehist<;>r'ii;material only, and part (ii) in the next Bulletin inchiding RB. 

\' ... •·'•··' . 
later and other material. Both parts are abbreviate.cl versio_ns of a full list 
to be{~~posited in the Museum, .which also contains p.n _arch_a~ological index 
of the locality including sites not represented by finds. Abbreviations here 
are as listed in Bulletin 2. 9 (1967) . 

Part ( i): Prehistoric 

General: large quantity of flint, chert, stone and bon~ implemel'.lts etc .• 
flint flakes, cores and nodules, much of which forms Ra~t of the 
Rawlins and Porch coils. : ranging, Pal.· -LA, ~u~~ iiril6~ated, some 
foreign, and non-local from: ·-· -.- • _ • .:;·:.;.:, 

Berkshire (Maidenhead, Thames valley. a~~a}, Devon 
(Axminster;, . R. Broome), Hants. (Hengistbury}, Ireland 
(County Armagh and unloc.), Middlesex (Staines}, Oxon. 
(Shiplake, Stonesfield}, Somerset (Wellingtbn}, Surrey.· 
(Conkwell, nr. Wisley}, Sussex (Eastdean;- Friston, 
Jevington, St. Leonards-on Sea; Seaford. Sevington, 
Westdean and ·unloc. }. Wilts. ·(Windmill Hill- and unloc. ) 

- . ... . . .:~. . • 
!·,·~

1:•;p~un~f considerable local coll .. inc. Pleistocene and later material, but 
' r ! ·:·· '..much lll\datable, from:., · ;; ' 

{ ~--i I.' I '. Banwell, Bleadon, Brean, Brean Down, ,Bur:rington?, 
qµeddar ('Caves and unloc. ),· Uphill ( sewer; Wilsons Cave; 
and area, unloc. }, Wedmore,· Weston-supe.t· .... Mare 
(Milton Hill Cave; Southside; Worle - Huysh-Quarry; 
Worlebury Hill - Peak ·winnard), ·vvookey (Hyena Den 
and unloc.), and unloc. local.· 
non.:..local material from Devon (Torquay, Kent's Cavern} 
and Suffolk (unloc.} 
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WESTON-super-MARE, cont'd. 

Pal: 

Meso: 

Neo: 

Cheddar, Gough 's Caves: flinf implements: 2 blades, point, knife,;
scraper; pointed bone object 

Clevedon, Beach: 2 small palaeoliths ( Sykes Coll. ) 
, Blackstone Rocks: ? flint implements (Sykes Coll.) 
. area: 1 Middle Acheulian handaxe (Sykes Coll. ) 

wtloc .• Clevedon area? : 2 worked flints (Sykes Coll. ) 
Kenn: chert axe 
Uphill Cave: potboilers; hamm.erstones 

Cheddar: microlith ( Sykes Coll. ) 
•ci.e-vedon, Blackstone Rocks: microliths, flakes and blades; 

' scraper; core (Sykes Coll. Proc. U. B. S.S., 5. 1 (1938)) 
Lo.eking area: 2 flakes (Sykes Coll. ) • 
Vveston-sup_er-Ma~e. Worle _Caye: 2 m~croliths (Sykes Coll. ) 

Flints (Sykes Coll. ) inc. polished axe ( Clevedon area). chipped 
axe (Clevedon area), arrowheads, scrapers, flakes and cor~s 
from Charlcombe area, Charlcombe Bay, Clevedon area and· 
Blackstone Rocks, CJevedon ;Warr.en, Failand Ridge, Priddy, 
Tickenham, Walton Bay a;.lc! Common (Proc. U. B. S. S. , 5. 1 (1938)) 

Bleadon Hill: leaf-shaped arrowhead "(M. Hillier Coll.') • • 
Walton Bay: hollow-based arrow.head 
Vvalton Common: cher:t-tranchet' arrowhead 
We;sto;fl-super-Mare, Worleb~ry: 6 l~af_-shaped arrowheads 
, . - . , Worlebury?°, pounder ' 

, ~Vo_rlebu:ry Hill: leaf-shaped arrowhead 

Neo/BA: Various flints inc. blades, scrapers, flakes. and other implements 
as noted, from: 

.-••• Axbridget;·l3a.bkweU Hill. Banwell (Camp, Hill, Riverside/Ten acres, 
•• -~ l ••• and'Ban~ell''are·a),. Brean Down (inc. convex scraper), Burrington, 

Cheddar (Great Oone 's Hole, Cheddar Head, Tynings Gate, and area: 
i' :· me. long biades; endscrapers, boring tools),.'. Chewton: Mendip:_(Nedge 

Hill: arrowhead; Red Quar), Huttdn (Benthill~ 1,WoodJ:•,IDinkers Batch, 
Upper Canad.a, and area); Kewstoke (Micldle· Hope;. Woodspring), 
Locking R 'A F. Camp, ·Loxton Hill and area (inc. arrowhead);, Mendip; 

. Tickenham, Uphill (and Uphill Cave; Uphill Grange: inc. thumb
scraper; and area), Walton Bay (transverse arrowhead), Weston
super-Mare (Milton Hill: Roslyn ·Ave. ;.• Trewartha Park; Weston Woods; 
Worle Hill nr. windmill;.Worle: Thyer's. Market Garden), Wraxall 
{Moat House Farm: leaf point),, Wrington, and unloc. , probably local 

Bleadon Hill and arf'-:,: M. Hillier Coli. flint scrapers, retouched 
points, barbed and tanged arrowheads, flakes, cores and waste; 
whetstone with hourglass perforation; worked bone 

• 

" 
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WESTON-super-MARE, cont'd. 

BA: 

IA: 

Clevedon/Failand Ridge etc. area: Sykes Coll.: 92 scrap~rs, k~ives, 
cores etc. from: 
Barrow Common, Charlcombe Bay, Clevedon (Beach. Blackstone 
Rocks. Castle. Wain's Hill, Warren), Failand, Failand Ridge area, 
Kenn River, Tickenham (Cadbury Camp,B:ill, Lime Ba.-ench, unfoc. L 
Walton (Backhills, Bay. Castle, Common), vValton-in-Gordano 
coastal area, Wraxall (Moat House Farm, and West Hill). Wrington 
Warren; worked antler ( Clevedon area) 

V/eston-super-Mare, Worlebury: stone axe, scrapers, flakes (all 
heavily patinated); flint nodule ( "'Neston Camp", i.e. Worlebury?) 

Bleadon Hill: human remains from unassociated crouched burial 
Brean Down: Beaker with overall stab decoration, from burial; potsherds 

cf.' Proc. U. B. S.S. 9 (1962') 
Loxton Hill: MBA bronze spearhead 
Tickenham, Cadbury· Camp: plano-convex· flint knife 
·vfalton Bay: barbed and tanged arrowheads 
Vleston-super-Mare:, Ashcombe Cemetery/M:ontpelier area: large 

collared urn (restored}; potsherds 
, Boulevard: flint blade 
, • Worle: baroed and tanged arrowhead 
, Vlorle Hill: LBA socketed axe 

,_ , Worlebury: barbed and tanged flint arrowheads; 
MB.A; bronze palstave; ? snaffle ring and 2 lumps haematite, all. 
allegedly found with palstave 

Wraxall, Moat House Farm: barbed and tanged arrowheads 

Banwell Camp: sherds; iron ring, nail frag?; furnace-lining? , 
crucible frag. ? , slag, slh,gstones? , animal bones, rock samples 

Banwell, Winthill: sherd 
Brean Dqwn: sherds, slag, bone 
Brent Knoll: sherds, sheep bone, burnt stone 
Cheddar Caves: 4 perforated bone neetj.les, 2 unperforated bone needles, 

7 bone needles and pins (Porch Coll.) • • :· ·' 
... Cheddar' unloc ? : ·, ; ·?·part of flat; shaped bone plaque· (from comb? ) 

decorated with two ·incised motifs, ·e·ach of 8 concentric c.ircles 
pierced at cenJre . ' • • • • ' ' ' 

.. •• ·Cheddar: basal sherd vi(ith 'Glastonbury-type decoration 
'Dolebury: ·sherds inc. ltBelgic"· beac:l rim 
Glastonbury ( 'Lake' Village? ) : wood sa:mples 
Kewstoke, Middle Hope: sherd 
Locking Head Farm: bone of bos longifrons, cut and pierced (shuttle?) 
Locking R. A F. Camp: sherds, inc. 11Belgic 11 black burnished ware; 

sling stone? 



- 154 -

'WESTON-super-MARE, cont'd. 

Meare, 'Lake' Village: samples of grain, etc.; slingstone? bone 
Uphill Grange: sherds 
V/eston-super~Mare, Ashcombe Cemetery/Montpelier area, and 

Montpelier Steps: ? human remains; potsh~rds, some assoc. 
with skeleton • 

, Coronation Road: human remains, sherds; bronze 
object (handle?); pierced bone; slag; ochre; frags. stone paving 
and covering associated with graves; sketch of graves as found 
(Cl9) 

Worle Cave: sherds, an~al bones 
, Worle Secondary School: sherds, bone 
, Worle: Thyer's Market Garden: sherds 

V/orlebury: human remainG ( 2 skulls with head
wounds); sherds; blue glass bead; bone;· decorated toggle, pin, 
cheek-piece of bridle-bit made frpm antler~· small comb; spindle 
whorls; burnt thatch, charred plaited fibre,: frags. worked wood, 
charred wood, grain; slingstones, inc. 4 of Carboniferous 
limestone; lumps of haematite, pieces of ochre;: model of rampart 
inc. cross-section; plans, photographs and reconstructed drawing 
of site. • • 

R. Yeo: large per~orated b~ne needle 
unloc., probably·local:· rim sherd . 
unloc. , probably foreign (Italian?): bronze serpent-form brooch, 

La Tene I 

to be continued 

REVIEV/S 

Impoverished bookbuyers have probably alre.ady. .1.1Discovered 11 

_ifor thernselves,Shire Publications, who have!•·;•• some time been producing 
a ,~•ide variety of booklets which-represent remarkably· good·value at 4s. 6d. 
a time.: ~ast. 1tities have included "Discovering" Hill Figures,· Coins, 
Battlefield;s,,J!W·ajl..Paintings (by the inimitable -E .. c1ive.Rouse) and This 
Old House, by D. Iredale which despite its "twee'·' title is one.of the best 
outlt es to the .. s'11.?j~~t I hc;1ve yet ~rmd. Now. they,,have, disc·oyered. archaeology, 
and an Associate Member comments on t~e result:i .. ; : .. 

., 

f r~ J ~j~jt••;:. • 1 •,': •; 
•. I ,, 

I ' o > 

... 

.. 

.. 
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J. Dyer. Discovering Archaeology in England and Wales (Shire Publications. 
1969), 80 pp; , 31 plates and 11 figs .. 4s. 6d. 

• As a handy guide for the archaeological beginner. this booklet 
seems to be go.od value for money. It containfJ a great deal of the basic 
facts upon which an amateur interest can be built, in only 80 pages. 
Coverip.g_ Jlij. ,period~ from Palaeolithic to 1066 it has a particularly good·, . 
up-to-c;fat'e -sfction on sc_ientific field techniques. The Romans and Saxons. 
howev~~f ··arei'gi'~en relatively little space - there is a distinct prehistoric 
bias. ··The phot'ographic content is well chosen and presented. To me it 
seems;:that- there• is only one really weak point; the lack of a full biblio
graphy for further reading, which all general surveys should contain. I 
would rate this booklet as equally good a general introduction as Collins 1 

Field Guide. 
A. D. Morton 

Vve understand that this general introduction is to be followed by regional 
guides, to the archaeology of different areas, of which that for the South
west is to be written by our Chairman. 

T. G. E. Powell, J. X. W. P. Corcoran. Frances Lynch and J. G. Scott. 
Megalithic Enquiries in the West of Britain (Liverpool University Press. 
1969), Pp. xxi. • ,3,57_ 8 plates., 95 fig~·· 7 guineas. • 

The traditional view that false-entrance long barrows (such as 
Belas Knap) developed from true-entrance long barrows (such as Stoney 
Littleton). possibly as the funerary architect's answer to the activities of 
the tomb-robber. has held the field for nearly fifty years. It is right that 
it should now be },'ecorisidered. and the author of the Cotswold-Severn Group 
section of this book (J. X. W. P. Corco_ran) has made out a case for the 
independent or:igin of ea.ch type., which deserves mos~ careful study. This 
!'eappraisal ·of the megalithic tombs of our area has involved a good deal of 
fresh'th:inkhlg and revis~on. of terminology. T9 avo.id the iinplicat:io~ that. 
the Severn-Cotswold long barrQWS owe their origin to influences from Fr~ce 
ariq/or t}:ie ;iber~.,m peninsula, the authors r'ecommerid calling t~em. the • 
Cotswold-Severn Group. They use the term 'blind entrance' in pl~ce .of. 
'false entrance', presumably to avoid the contrast with the 'true entrance' 
of the chambered barrow. More ,than a hundred pag~s are 9-evoted to the 
Cotswold-Severn barrows, the longest section of the book. 
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. This is not the place for .~htailed criticism of such a massive 
work. The bibliography· is up to early' 1967, but inevitably not quite 
complete even to that date. In the opinion of the reviewer, SOM 13 
(Dundl;'y) can be ~ejected (p. 292). 

. L. V. Grinsell 

L. V. Grins ell,; Prehistoric Bristol (Bristol Branch of the ·Historical' 
Association. 1969)'. 21 pp. 4 figs. 4s. Obtainable from P. Harris, 74 
Bell Barn Road, Stoke Bishop. Bristol BS9 2:CG and the City Museum. 

. . 
. , . In this volume the author. has collated the archaeological information 

which is available for the pre-Roman Bristol region. The difficulty of ; 
delimiting Prehistoric Bristol is overcome by taking as the; area under• 
examination the valley of the Lower Bristol Avon from A vonmouth to 
Keynsham, together with its associated hinterland to a maximum depth 
of four miles. 

• .,, •• From the accumulated evidence 'a changing settlement patteri:i ' .:i: 

emerges. The riverside Lower Palaeolithic occupation sub.sequently 1 

evolves through the Mesolithic into an upland settlement and land-usage 
during the Neolithic and later ·ages. In addition, the function of the river 
as a mean.s of communication and trade is shown. A scatter of stone ~e . 
finds,· tµe probable Blue stone route and the occurrence of metalwork' 
representative of all the Bronze A:ge· perfoas~. serve to emph~si~ie)fie- •••• -····. 
Avon's importance. This culminates in ~he construction during tp_e Iron 
Age of a cluster of hillforts: Clifton, Burwalls and Stokeleigh: to' cover 
the inland approaches. • , '' 

' t • • ' • t j 

• Apart "from lacunae ·in the Middle ~d Upp~~ Palaeolithic, the •• ,.!, . 

river valley and its surrounding hills are· :shown tcf lfave produced artefact's • 
and monuments indicative of trade' and settlemen{.f'0..:i;-·all 'p~rtods.· ' Thes-~ 1

' ·i. 

act'ivities are well illustrated in the exc~llent dist¥il:,ution mllps .. :" )iowe'ver., 
as Leslie Grins'en has himself empha~j.~.ed;-, archa,~9log·fca1. qistributioif maµ_s 
are ·often :indida.ti\te only of 'flint-hun:t~;r-s11activity/ •'Thfs ·~s. p_~rhaps demon::.:--' 
strated by':the abti.rtdance of flints r.epqrp~_d:frorii t~~1-Failhnd,.Ridge; air \j'' . 

intensively: fln:tt-hunted· area in contr~sl to the'·rel~t_i;Ye ,J?:a_~c_ity_,of finds rfr?m 
the poorly'Sttidied regibn of surburban N. E.· BristdL. _- . . :; • ' •, ••• 

• • • • .; ' : f ~: ~ • ... • . ,: ~ ~ ....... ' 
The text is subdivided into the various prehist'ori~ p·e~iods under 

which the relevant' find~ are des~ribed: As the area under study"'is limited, 
the quantity of material remains from each epoch is sometimes correspondingly· 
small; but the temptation to overburden the narrative with extraneous 
examples and parallels has been resisted, correlation with other sites and 

.. 

• 



.. 
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objects being achieved by the use of selected footnote references. The · 
excavation records of local field monuments are dis.cussed, and an account 
of the regional Late Iron Age coinage is included, 

This booklet, a companion volume to the previous issue in the 
: same series, Keith Branigan's The Romans in the. Bristol Area, should ~-··~---•·•-·· 

act as a stimulus to local field-workers to fill in some of the remaining, .!'- : 
gaps in our local prehistory. 

J. H. Drinkwater 

R. A. Buchanan and N. Cossons, The Industrial Archaeology of the Bristol' 
Region (David & Charles, 1969). 335 pp., 20 plans, 32 plates; 50 s. 

Dr. Buchanan and Mr. Cossons, formerly of B~istol City·.Museum, 
have join~d forces to produce the ultimate successor to their individual • 
pamphlets for the Historical Association (Bri~ol Branch) and B.,A. R G. • 
(Field Guide 4) in 1967. While the bas.ic ·material, coverage an<;} appro<:1:9h 
is much as bef_ore, it is the vast amount of additional detail, and the copious 
i>t~ns 'arid. photographs (past anq. present) which a full-length hardback publi
?ati~m makes pos~,iple, th?t will· make this book of value to fi~ld archaeologists 
in general as well as to industrial archaeologists in particular. Diagrams 
of a huddling pit 'and St. Cuthbert Is smelting furnace will be 'an as·set for the 
repeat of B. A. R. G. 's Mendip Mining weekend in April 1970; a chronological 
list of rail'Y~J" 9~velopments in the area is incluq.ed; • ·the B. A. R. G. -style 
list of sites· .. at the end of the book is now extended to include such things as 

' ' ' 
coalmining slag-heaps, and notable milestones. These are just three· 
eJ:Camples. of, tlJ;e y;ide range of information, previously elusive if net wholly 
inat:Gt:;ssi~~·to ih<r-general public; .. now brought together and treated with the 
detail, J~J}iqh, .. Y{~ ~; this area, who have benefited so much. from the expertis~ 
and ~tj.tp.µsi~sip'. of tµ~se two leading authorities on a great varie~y of cq·urs·es 
and proj~ct~· 9yer.thej>ast few years, have always hoped they would, togethe·r, 

..... , . .I . • • ' 

set down llt l?~f;~ane~~ f o.rm ... 
, .• J ., ~-.. , . .. • 

F. Neale' 

NOTICES OF RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 

Portrait of Somerset, by Bryan Little, member of 13. A. ·R. G. (Hale, 1969, • 
30s.) does for the entire county what Coysh, Mason and Wait_e did for the 
Mendips in:1954; a guide-cum-history which touches, albeit sometimes 
briefly o_n all aspects of the county·_ geology, landscape, archit.ecture, 
industry~· archaeology, farming ~~d much besides - to make the ~ost • 
balanced survey and introduction to the county yet written. 
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Gloucestershire Community Council: Local History Bulletin no. 20 
(Autumn 1969) includes short reports on the rescue of Quenington Mill wheel 
and machinery by L. F. J. Walrond, the excavation of Gloucester's Roman and 
medieval defences by H. R. Hurst, and a note on the work in Glouce~tershire 
carried out by local societies under the aegis of the M. 5 Resea~~h Co~mittee. 

Search No. 9 (1969, 3s. 6d~ ), Journal of the Bnnwell Society of Archaeology, 
includes reports with detailed plans, on a study of field systems at Christon 
and Oldmixon, and· of an old green lane at Wolvershill, by R. L. Clarke, also 
a member of B. A. R. G. These show the effective combination of field-survey, 
archaeological and documentary evidence, together with an experiment in the 
Hoskins/Hooper method of dating hedge banks. 'Belgic' pottery from Charterhouse 
and the 19 67 excavations at V✓inthill a~e also reported. 

Axbridge Caving Group & Archaeological Society's Journal for 1967-8 • • 
(published 1969) includes notes on a flint-chipping site and deserted mediev~l 
settlement at Ebbor, by Anne Everton, with a report by L. V. Grinsell on two 
stone axe:e from the same site; and an article by Dr. R. F. Everton on 'the .· 
va1ue··and treatment of animal remains, particularly teeth, from tJ:iA.~9.:W o( • 
A·~.~es Farm, Butcombe site which will be of pa7!icular interest to B. A: R. G~ 
members in view of two articles in this Bulletin. Both-Dr. and Mrs. Everton 
•a:re members of B. ~- R. G., and Mrs. Everton's account of the Ebbor site at 
the third B. A. R. G. Symposium in 1967 will be remembered. 1 

• ' 
; j.' ..... 

Rec~nt A. c.·o. A: s. Newsletters have included a note on R. B: finds; probably 
an extension of the 'Ten Acres' Villa site, in Banwell (September) and on a : 
possible R. B. occupation site near Rose Wood, Shute Shelve (October 1969). •• • 

Fabsimile reprin1s of the First Edition One Inch Ordnance Survey of England 
& Wales are published by David & Charles, Newton Abbot, Devon at 15s. a 
sheet. Sheets. are flat (from David and Charles only, and including notes on 
the. successive states of the maps and their datmg) ·or folded (much as modern 
111 maps,, and on g~neral sale). Sheets 68 (Bristol, including all south 
Gloucestershire and part of Monmouth), 75 and ·76 (west and north 
Somerset) cover the B. A R. G. area. See page 137. 

B. A. R. G. members have certainly left their mark on the latest issue of 
Current Archaeology (No. 16, September 1969), with an article on Lundy 
shared between Keith ·oa:r,j:ner· and Pet er Fowler (with ·Professor Charles 
Tho~·a:s ·c.dntributing. a third important section on the cemej~_~y sit.e .. tJ1.~r-~>.~ _ . 
and Mr:1<Fowler featuring a second time, with a testament of total • • • • 
archaeol'ogy at Fyfield, 1959-1968 which will give much pleasure to·au 
those w~o have been talked to/ excavated on/ walked over individual parts 
of this whole area which he has made so much his own. 

• 

• 
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B. A. R. G. SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS 

It is hoped that the next B. A. R. G:. Special ~ublication, The 
Mendips in Prehistoric and Roman Times, now in preparation, will be 
published by the time of the A. G. M. in February. This new publication, 
quite distinct from our series of Field Guides, will meet the need in this 
particular area, which inv.olves so many groups, and activities and 
interests, for a mo.re localised survey in :depth than the wider regional 
'gazeteer __ ' coverage provided by the Field Guides. The text, by four 
noted l~cal experts, will be a·ccompanied py· illustrations. 

CALENDAR OF 
. • ' 

F6'RT.H coivrI&c:f COURSES·,. MEETINGS-ANb-T:ECT.URES 
. - .... 

January - March 1970 

Abbreviations: 

• Bath & Camerton .A. S. : Bath and Camerton Archaeological Society 
Gloucester and District Ar~haeological 
Research Group 

G. D. A. R. G. : 

U. B. S.S.: 
University: 

University of Bristol Spelaeological Society 
University of Bristol Extra-Mural Department, 
20,A Berkeley Square. Bristol BS8 lHR; apply 
for further details of courses etc. 

V/ells N. H. A. S. : 'Neils Natural History and Archaeological Society 

January 
..:·March 

5 

8 

8 

ROMANO-BRITISH SITE AT GATCOMBE: Exhibition continues 
at City Museum, BRISTOL. 

ARCHAEOLOGY & DOCUMENTS, by F. N~ale. B. A. R. G. 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS Meeting, City Musewn, BRISTOL. 
7. 30 p. m. • • • , 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: CLEVEDON & DISTRICT 
ARqHAEOLOGI<;::AL sdcIETY. Community Centre, : ~· 
Surihill Park, CLEVEDON, 7. 30 p. m . 

. .-

.MEDIEVAL CHURCHE~. by J. Bettey. Co1,1r~e of 6 meetings, 
•; ; ~ • fortnightly, Community Centre, Sunhill Park, CLEVEDON, 

7. 30 p. m. University. 



January 
9 

12 

. . 
12 ' 

13 

13 

14 

14 

14. 

15 

·.'. 

20:. -·-·----~---·~ ·-· ,. 

21 • , 

22 
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FIELDWORI<., by R. L. Clarke. Banwell Society of 
Archaeology:; Methodist-·Church Room, BANWELL, 7. 30 p. m. 

HISTORY·& BUILDINGS OF CENTRAL SOMERSET, by 
. Dr. R. D. Reid. Co-µr~e·_ 9.fJO. _rn.~?tmgs_ 1,i.tY✓..h.it.s.t.one .. School, 

SHEPTON l\f1A.LLET. 7. 00 p. m. University. ·., ; ••• 

ROMAN BRITAIN, by D. Elkington. C~urse of 10 ~e.etings 
._at Arts Centre, BRIDGWATER, 7-. 3~ p. m. Uniye_rsity .. 

SCENERY OF MENDIP, by A. E. Frey;·. Course of IO • 
meetings at Town Han,· ·AXBRIDGE, 7. 30 p..-m. Univeisity~ 

DAWN OF MINOAN CIVILISATION, by Dr. K. Branigan. 
Bath & Camerton A. S·: ;···Assembly Hall, BA TH Technical 
College (Old Building), 7. 15 p. m. Visitors 2s. 6d. 

GATCOMBE & BRISTOL REGION IN 4th C. A. D. , by 
Dr. K. Branigan. B. A. R. G. LECTURE, .Gity_ ~useurr,i, 

-.. -BRISTOL-; 7~· 30 p:-in. · · .. · · · ... ..:.·-····-·-·--·--·--··· 

ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE MENDIP REGION, by E. K_. 
Tratman, J E. Hancock, P. J. Fowler. Course of-_ 10 .. • ....... : ....... .. 
meetings, at The School, BLAGDON, 7. ~O p. m. thiversity. 

HISTORY OF WELLS, by Dr. R. D. Reid. Course of 8 
meetings at The Museum, WELLS, 7. 30 p. m .. University. 

ANNUAL NUMISMATIC QUIZ: Bath & Bristol.Numismatic 
Society. Room 31, Beau St. Building, Technical College, 
BATH, 7. 15 p. m. 

. 
LOCAL HISTORY OF NORTH SOMERSET, by-Rev.• J. S. 
Barker. Course of 10 meetings at Methodist Schoolroom, 
BISHOP SUTTON, 7. 30 p. m. University . 

• • 79 A. D., by J. Punshon. G.D. A. R. G. -Queen Street Hall, 
GLOUCESTER, 7. 30 p. m. Non-members 2s. 6d. 

DISCOVERING A-J:t.GTTA~.9.~9G.¥ _:q,J" _SOJ!.l'.~:-W.ESTERN BRITAIN, 
by L. V. Grinsell~ ~~-~rse <?f 10 mee.!~gs_,·.J.J). City Museum, 
BRISTOL, 7. 00 p. m. University. •. 

THE PAST IN:THE FUTURE: CONSERVATION & FIELD 
ARCHAEOLOGY, by P. J. Fowler. Museum Lecture Theatre, 
BRISTOL, 7. 30 .p. m. Admission free. 

BATH ROADS TURNPIKE TR.UST, by D. Browning. Keynsham 
& faltford Local History Society, Church Hall, SALTFORD, 
7. 30 p. m. 

,.. 



• 
f;' 

• 

January 
26. 

30 .. r , .. 

30 
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~OMANO-BRITISH SECTION;of the New ARCHAEOLOGY 
GALLERY at The City Museum, BRI~TOL: Opening by 
N. Cook, Director of Guildhall Museum, London. 6 p. m . 

.. ROMAN COIN HOARDS FOUND IN THE BRISTOL AEtEA, 
. by M.· G. Hebdit'ch. B~th ~ Bristol Numismatic· Society, 

, City Museum, BRIS'.I'OL, . 7 .,15 p. m. 
I f I • 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: WE1:,,LS NATURA~ HISTORY 
& ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, ~t. The Museum, .WELLS, 
5. 30 p. m. • •• • .• • : . • • 

• Feb. 1 
KING ARTHUR & CAMELOT. A. Gibson, P. J. Fowler. 
Weekend: course at Urchf.ont Manor~ nr. DEVIZES. • Places 
limited. Applications to the Warden. 

February 
2 

" 2 

3 

14 

16 

19 

21 

21-22 
' 

.. 
:. 2,6. 

, ; ' 

.. •·.- .... 

DARK AGE PROBLEMS OF THE SEVERN BASIN, by P. J. 
Fowler. U. B. S.S. Geography Lectu·re Theatre, University 
of-BRISTOL, 7. 30 p. m. 

AIR PHOTOGRAPHY, by J.E. 'Ha.'ncock. B. A. R. G. 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS Meeting, City Museum, BRISTOL. 

• 7. 30 p. m. 

IRON AGE & ROMAN GLAS~ ,;BEADS, by Mrs. M. Guido. 
Bath & Camerton A. S. Assembly Hall, BATH Technical 
Col).eg~ (Old B~jl_ciiµg),._ .?..-1.& .P•. m~. ·_Ylsit ors 2s. 6d. 

THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF AXBRIDGE & ITS BUILDINGS, 
by F. Jarmany. Wells N. H. A. S., The Museum, WELLS, 
5. 30 p. m. Non-members ls. 6d. ' 

• I l , • 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FiLM EVENING. G.D. A. R. G. Queen 
Street Hall, GLOUCESTER, 7. 30 p. m. Non-members 2s. 6d. 

STUDY GROUPS' B,EPORTS: Keynsham & Saltford Local 
History Society, Ellsbridge House, KEYNSHAM, 7. 30 p. m. 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF B. A. R. G. , with Address by 
Philip Barker: 'Priorities in Rescue and Research. Museum 
Lecture· Theatre, BRISTOL; 2. 30 p. m. . . 
ADVANCED POLLEN ANALYSIS, by Dr. K. Crabtree. 
Geography Dept. I Uniyersity of BRISTOL. Places limited, 
apply by 9. 2. 70 .• University. 

: ! ·' 

CONSTRUC'l'ION OF A MOTORWAY, by an M. 5 Engfueer. 
,,. ;! •.··cJe~~do~ ~ 1.D)s~~:ict.Ar.?h~~<?~pgi~al S9piety, Community 
-~ ·.; Centrie, SW1,hil1,Pa.rk, CLE,YEDON, 7 .. 30 p. m. 
,' "- ,. .J • i < 0 • ~ 'u .... •• , / 



• 

F·ebr.u~-ri: • 
. · 26 ..• 

27 
·.-Mar. 1 

date to be 
finalised 

March 
2 

6 

. ,_ 

~\ ... r .. ... 

·cASTING AND.RECKONING COUNTERS. by J.M. Pullan . 
Bath & Bristol Numismatic Society. City Museum, BRISTOL. 
7. 15 p. m. 

ARCHAEOLOGY AND THE LANDSCAPE {II). P. J. Fowler 
and panel ·weekend course, sequel to {not repeat of) that 
held in 1969, at· Urchfont Manor, nr. DEVIZES. Places 
limited. Applications to the Ylarden .. 

BONES AND ARCHAEOLOGY {II). Miss B. Noddle and panel. 
Weekend course, sequel to that held in 1969,. at the Univer
sity of BRISTOL. University. 

...... 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: UNIVERSITY OF BRISTOL 
SPE~LAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, with address by Dr. E. K. 
Trafman. Geography I,.ecture Theatre, University of 7--

, l BRISTOL. 7. 30 p. m. 

- 18th CENTURY PLEASURE GAR-PENS.·OF BATH., by P. J . 
• Greening. Bath & ·Carn:erton A. S;:. -Assembly Hall, BATH ._ 
Technical College (Old Building).· 7. 15 p. m. Visitors 2s. 6d. 

END OF THE WESTERN PART OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE:, 
• by.Dr. K. Branigan a.pd _P. J. Fowler. Classical Association 

... ,.._(BRISTOL Branch); ·deta'us from Hon. Secretary. 3 South 
Terrace, Bristol BS6 6TG 

:-.,. 11 .OFF A'S DYKE, by F. Noble. B. A. R. G. LECTURE, City 
Museum·, BRISTOL, 7. 30 p. ~ 

.-;;14.·_ , • CEMETERIES & SPECIAL a·RA.VES IN EARLY CHRISTIAN 
.c·· ,... •• ·"· • •• BRITAIN, by ·prof. C. Thomas. nbrset County Museum, 

_; ,. ,, : -, :,:-,_, DORCHESTER, 2. 30 p.:m. 

• • ·1·s '.·.- ·ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: GLoucEsTER & DISTRICT •t 
_. • 1· .. ,: ., .ii-RCHAEOLOGICAL .r:,ESEARCH GROUP, Queen Street Hall, ~-

------·-··· ••• ,,•-:,~--~-~---_::-___ g_~_(2Q_9~§r~~-(?/~O,_p. ~-: .::.__?.._--: :~. , i'..f j / • .~ 

18 RECENT PALESTINIAN ARCHAEOLOGY, by Dr. K. M. 
Kenyon. Museum Lecture Theatre, BRISTOL, 7. 30 p. m . 

. Admission fr.ee; by ticket from City Museum. 

19 ANJUAL GENE°i{AL MEETING: KEYNSHAM & SALTFORD 
. , :· LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY, at Ellsbridge House, 

KEYNSHAM; 7. 30 p. m. • : 

21 TRAFFIC ACROSS THE BRISTOL CHANNEL IN ANTIQUITY: 
• Symposium of C. B. A. Groups II and XIII, in conjunction 
with University of Bristol Extra-Mural Department. City 
Museum, BRISTOL, 2. 00 p. m. , Places limited, apply by 
13. 3. 70. University, 
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